
 
 
November 1, 2018 
 
 
 
Dear Friends at Grace Church, 
 
I am so delighted to be joining you at Grace as your new 
Assistant Rector! After a prayerful discernment process with 
Rev. Amy, Erika, children’s ministry leaders, the vestry, and 
the screening committee, it was a clear and joyful decision to 
say “yes” to this call, for both me and my spouse Myles. 
 
It has been exciting to learn more about the great things that 
are happening already at Grace, and also about the vision for 
the future that you are discovering together. Imagining 
working toward that vision with you brings me great 
happiness, especially since your congregation’s deep 
spirituality, emphasis on formation, and commitment to growth in life in Christ together is 
already well known to me. As the Lifelong Christian Formation Coordinator for our diocese, 
I’ve gotten to know some of you; one particular highlight was facilitating the mutual 
ministry reviews for your children and youth ministries last year.  I enjoyed being with you 
to preach in June of 2016 as well.  I have come to love and look forward to the prayer, 
insight, careful listening, and genuine discernment that I’ve encountered each time I’ve 
returned to Grace. I can’t wait to be a part of this work on a daily basis, and to get to know 
each of you as we undertake this work together. 
 
As someone whose passion is Christian formation, I am drawn to the excellent formation 
programs for all ages you already have in place, as well as to the work of organizing teams 
and systems that will help those programs continue to grow and thrive. I am particularly 
eager to be a part of the richness of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program, and to 
support one of the best youth ministry programs in the diocese. It is also joyful to imagine 
being able to focus on the work that is most central to my sense of call as a priest: teaching, 
preaching, being a pastor, and encouraging a community of leaders in their ministries. 
 
I ask your prayers for me and Myles as we prepare to move to the St. Helena area (and 
maybe especially for our cat Minerva, who hates moving!). You will all be in my prayers as 
we prepare to begin this new adventure together.  
 
Until December, 
 
Anne+ 
The Rev. Anne Clarke 
anneclarke106@gmail.com 
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