
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 
THEODICY AND SPIRITUALITY 
CENTER FOR BIBLE STUDY

Class meets on Wednesdays 1:30 - 2:30 PM (on zoom)

Oct 7	- Introduction to Theodicy and Theodical Spirituality

	 - Reading: Daniel London, Theodicy & Spirituality in the Fourth Gospel, 1-21.


Oct 14 - Fruitful Ways of Reading the Gospel of John 
- Dismantling Anti-Jewish readings of John


	 - Reading: Daniel London, Theodicy & Spirituality in the Fourth Gospel, 23-38. 


Oct 21 - Blaming the Victim: Day, Night, and the Light

	 - Reading: John 9:1-7 & London, Theodicy & Spirituality in the Fourth Gospel, 39-60.

	 

Oct 28 - Blaming the Victimizer: Vision, Blindness, and the Judge 

- Reading: John 9:8-41 & London, Theodicy & Spirituality in the Fourth Gospel, 61-82.

	 

Nov 4 - Blaming God: Sheep, Wolf, and the Shepherd

	 - Reading: John 10:1-21 & London, Theodicy & Spirituality in the Fourth Gospel, 83-110.


Nov 11 - Claiming and Reclaiming Theodical Prayer 
- Reading: London, Theodicy & Spirituality, 111-116 & London, “Judging God: Learning from 		

	 the Jewish Tradition of Protest against God.”

THEODICY AND 
SPIRITUALITY IN THE 
FOURTH GOSPEL

DANIEL DEFOREST LONDON

RELIGION | BIBLICAL STUDIES

“Daniel DeForest London offers a compelling reading of John 9–10 that challenges 
anti-Semitic interpretations of the gospel. Through mimetic theory, readers en-
counter a Johannine discourse aimed at breaking down the divide between victims 
and victimizer, and a Good Shepherd who invites them to deflect their need for 
finding blame onto the cross. Thoroughly informed by contemporary scholarship, 
this is a timely and significant contribution to the recovery of lament and protest 
prayer in the Church.”  —WILLIAM MORROW, Queen’s University

“London’s premise is that we’re addicted to blame—somebody must be at fault for 
the pain we’re experiencing or the fix we’re in!—which sets in motion the tragic 
human cycle of scapegoating and persecuting, of violence and counterviolence. 
London’s Jesus won’t play that game. Instead, he invites us to blame him, even kill 
him, as a way to open our eyes and heal our souls. This is a most beautiful and 
creative retelling of the Jesus story, written from the heart.

A beautiful blend of careful scholarship, biblical insight, spiritual depth, and 
genuine humanity.” —DOUGLAS FRANK, author of A Gentler God

Daniel DeForest London argues that the Fourth Gospel offers a potentially trans-
formative response to the question of suffering and the human compulsion to 
blame. Based on his reading of John 9 and 10, London argues that the Gospel does 
not offer a theodicy, but rather a theodical spirituality, an experience of praying the 
question of suffering and remaining open to a divine response. London shows 
how the Johannine Jesus’s response poses three sets of symbols in dichotomy 
(day/night, vision/blindness, sheep/wolf), each subverted by another, core symbol 
(light, judge, shepherd). By interpreting these symbols in light of mimetic theory, 
he argues that Jesus’s response reveals the scapegoat mechanism in which an in-
nocent victim is blamed by violent victimizers. However, rather than blaming the 
victimizers, Jesus continues to engage with the characters who appear to be vil-
lains: the light of the world transforms night and day into one continuous day; the 
Good Shepherd welcomes sheep and wolf into his beloved flock. In this way, read-
ers are invited to bring to the Johannine Jesus their own violence, resentment, and 
wolfish rage regarding the question of suffering and to experience the theodical 
spirituality of the Fourth Gospel. 

Daniel DeForest London (PhD in Christian Spirituality, Graduate Theo-
logical Union) is the rector of Christ Episcopal Church in Eureka, California. 
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A Girardian Perspective

LEXINGTON BOOKS/FORTRESS ACADEMIC
800-462-6420 • www.rowman.com
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“In this readable and pioneering book, Daniel DeForest London offers a 
transformative reading of John 9 and 10. Employing the ‘Anthropological tale’ 
of René Girard as an interpretive key to this section of John (i.e., the human 
propensity towards blaming and scapegoating), London shows how the 
Johannine Jesus transforms both victim and victimizer. The theodical 
spirituality emerging from his exegesis offers  the promise of liberation and 
new life to the reader, the church, and the world. This is the most important 
theological book I have read in the last twenty years!”              	 	 	
	 	       	 	 	 	  - Peter Rodgers, Center for Bible Study

This is a free course offered by the Episcopal Diocese of Northern California’s Center for Bible 
Study, but donations are gratefully received. The suggested donation is $50, which may be made 
out to “St. Andrew’s Church” and sent to “St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 7850 Watt Ave, Antelope 
CA 95843.” Email the Rev. Peter Rodgers (standrewsantelopeca@gmail.com) for zoom link.

Although purchasing the book Theodicy and Spirituality in the Fourth Gospel is recommended, it is not required.


