
Spanish Language Ministry at Grace Episcopal, 
St. Helena 

Every other week, a sign is 
hung on the corner of Oak & 
Spring in St. Helena that 
Reads— Misa en Español 
Este Sábado a las 5PM—
Todas las personas y 
preguntas están bienvenidas. 
(Spanish Eucharist this 
Saturday at 5PM—All people 
and questions are welcome).   

The now bi-weekly Spanish 
service began in August of 
2017 at the request of the 
long-time caretakers of the 
church, and has grown now 
beyond their immediate friends 
and relatives to a community 
of about a dozen families.  
Though a quinceñera (15th 
birthday celebration) and pastorella (Spanish Christmas pageant) 
were larger gatherings, most weeks the service is intimate, and 
participants cherish gathering around the altar in Grace’s stone 
sanctuary for the Eucharistic prayer.   

Grace’s Rector, the Rev. Amy Denney Zuniga, was ordained to the 
priesthood and served the first three years of her ministry in El 
Salvador.  Her husband Vince, whose paternal grandparents 
immigrated from Mexico in the 1930’s, often accompanies the singing 
on guitar, and the Rev. Anne Clarke, Assistant Rector, enjoys helping 
out with the service, and makes space for the children to enjoy a 
story or activity during the liturgy of the Word.  Sandra Sheffield is a 
key leader; she serves as part-time Coordinator of Spanish-Language 
Ministries at Grace, inviting, reminding, and convening participants 
and interfacing with Grace’s other staff and ministries. 

The small congregation has been in existence long enough to have 
its own traditions, including singing the song “El Amor de Dios es 



Maravilloso (God’s love is wonderful!),” complete with arm motions, at 
the beginning of every service and “Santa Maria del Camino” (a 
social-justice oriented hymn to Mary) at the end of most services.   

The bulletin is formatted so 
that English speakers can 
follow along (English on 
one side, Spanish on the 
other), and most weeks 
several members of 
Grace’s English-speaking 
congregation attend.  The 
sermon time often features 
questions posed by 
worshippers on religion, 
theology, scriptures, or the 
church, or a free 
discussion on the lessons 
of the day.  The individuals 
who have been drawn to 

this service value the open and loving embrace and the deep 
spirituality of the sacraments in Grace’s beautiful sanctuary, and they 
are also free thinkers.  They come from a variety of religious 
traditions where questions were not encouraged or even tolerated, 
and they deeply value the proposition that “all people and questions 
are welcome.” 

Leadership development of the small but faithful core has been a 
focus of these first two years of Spanish-language ministry at Grace.  
Two members attended the Nuevo Amanecer (church-wide biannual 
Episcopal Latinx Ministry) Conference in Kanuga in 2018.  Four 
members will attend the Spanish Episcopal Cursillo in the Diocese of 
El Camino Real this November.  Several participated in the 10-week 
Foundations of Faith course last spring, and introduction to the 
Episcopal way of living out a Christian life.  Though none chose to be 
confirmed or received at that time, they are committed to living out 
their faith as a part of this community. 

Home bible studies, held regularly over the last year-and-a-half, have 
proved to be the greatest tool for relationship building and leadership 
development.  Over the course of the Spring, members met regularly 



with Rev. Amy in various home using The Way of Love curriculum 
and delved into scripture, liturgy, and tradition while sharing deeply 
from their own personal stories.  Stories shared of origins, poverty, 
strength, resilience, discrimination, migration, exhaustion, and 
resourcefulness wove relationships into a shared identity, and the 
Way of Love proved impactful.  After the session on “rest” several 
members took a much-needed vacation! 

The members of the 
Spanish Language Ministry 
at Grace chose that name 
because they did not want 
to exclude people who were 
not Latinx.  While it is 
important to them to have a 
space to call their own in 
this predominantly Anglo 
congregation and 
community, beautiful 
connections are being 
made across the deep 
cultural, linguistic, and 
economic barriers which are 
present in the Napa 
Valley.   Members wept while washing of one another’s feet across 
cultural and linguistic lines at the Maundy Thursday service.  The full 
traditional Día de Los Muertos altar that the Spanish ministry 
members built in front of the church altar was shared with the English 
language congregation.  German-speaking members of Grace took 
part in the Spanish Christmas Pageant and “Silent Night” was sung 
tri-lingually—European nationals found space for their linguistic and 
cultural traditions because space was being made for another cultural 
group.   

Service has been a major component of the identity of the Spanish-
language congregation at Grace—they have raised over $5,000 for 
border relief and leadership development in El Salvador through 
tamale sales and an elegant Valentine’s dinner they put on for the 
congregation.  The most recent experience brought a group of 
women from the English congregation who visited Rev. Amy’s first 
congregation in El Salvador and are working to raise funds to support 



a women’s cooperative there together with members of the Spanish 
congregation for two days of cross-cultural tamale-making and 
sales—working side-by-side for the good of the other, barriers break 
down very quickly. 

The work continues!  Relationships continue to deepen as new 
people are invited to experience a loving, open, thinking community 
of faith.  Plans are in the works to engage families more deeply 
through a “First Holy/First Solemn Communion” Retreat using 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd materials with both the children 
and parents of Latinx families.  Grace has been working for two years 
with partner organizations in the Napa Valley in support and solidarity 
of the immigrant community, which has experienced greater fear and 
persecution in recent years.  Several events, including a bilingual 
Refugees Stations of the Cross, have drawn attention to the plight of 
migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers from around the world.   Now 
this work is being re-organized under the auspices of GO Advocate—
the advocacy and social justice branch of Grace Outreach.  As 
members of the Latinx community find their place and voice in a 
historically Anglo congregation, work for the members of the 
dominant culture consists of increasing inter-cultural competency and 
awareness of privilege.   Things as simple as including Spanish 
hymns in worship, as deeply moving as participating in the 400th 
anniversary bell-tolling ceremony and lament for slavery, and as 
engaging as beginning work with the Episcopal Church’s racial 
reconciliation curriculum, Sacred Ground, make the congregation 
more fertile ground for the work of the Spirit among them.  “Ultimately 
we see ourselves as one congregation,” Zuniga says, “one people of 
God, worshipping in two languages and cultural expressions, each 
enriching and learning from the other.” 

 

  

 


