
 

INVITATION TO BECOME MORE INVOLVED WITH BUILDING THE 
BELOVED COMMUNITY 

It is January 2021 and the year ahead is full of hope and opportunities to work for the 
common good and to participate in Building the Beloved Community. 

Many of us (over 200!) experienced the transformative power of the Sacred Ground 
course. We learned the uncomfortable truth about racism in our country, going back to 
the initial encounters with the Indigenous peoples and continuing to today, bringing 
slaves to our country and continuing discrimination against African Americans, and 
unjust treatment of Latinos and Asians over the last two centuries. We were invited to 
consider not just our national history, but the current systems of injustice in our country 
and in our local communities. And then, we were led to begin thinking about what we 
might do to address these areas of injustice. 

At the diocesan convention in November, many of us (nearly 80!) attended the 
Becoming Beloved Community workshop. We learned about the faith journey to live 
more fully into our Baptismal vows and to follow the great commandment to love God 
and love our neighbors as ourselves. It involves learning the truth about racism in our 
communities, imagining what our communities would be like if racial injustices were 
addressed, prayerfully preparing ourselves, and engaging in activities to heal the 
systems of racism that hurt so many. We also received guidance about introducing the 
Becoming Beloved Community faith journey to our local parishes. 

As we begin a new year, many of us are wondering how we can build on what we have 
learned and engage in a greater way with the work of addressing racism in our 



communities. In the Diocese of Northern California there are several opportunities to 
join with others in this important work. 

●  The diocesan Commission for Intercultural Ministries (CIM) is a group of clergy 
and lay leaders dedicated to working with local parishes to support relationships 
among all people. (Contact Norcalcim@gmail.com) 

●  The Latino/Hispanic Ministries Task Force, a subgroup of CIM, works to 
engage more fully with the local Latino/Hispanic communities around the 
churches. (Contact Lynn Zender at ZenderLynn@gmail.com) 

●  The Indigenous Ministries Task Force, another subgroup of CIM, focuses on 
issues of concern involving our Indigenous neighbors. Rev. Tina Campbell, 
Missioner for Indigenous Ministry, is a leader in this group. (Contact Tina 
Campbell at tinarcampbell@gmail.com) 

●  For graduates of the Sacred Ground course, who want to have further 
conversation about learnings from that course and how to be more engaged with 
their local communities, a dialogue group is forming at the Racial Reconciliation 
Academy. (Contact Rev. Anne Clarke at revanne@grace-episcopal.org) 

● The Episcopal Church provides resources about the Becoming Beloved 
Community faith journey and tools for local implementation. 
https://episcopalchurch.org/beloved-community 

There is so much we can do to work for the common good, to Build the Beloved 
Community in our diocese. Your help is needed! Please reach out to us to learn how 
you can be more engaged with our calling to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Miriam Casey 

Co-Chair, Commission for Intercultural Ministries 

mlcasey7@yahoo.com  
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