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Columbarium Policies: Niche Interment 

Adopted by the Vestry on July xx, 2020 

All Agreements relating to use of the Columbarium must be approved, in advance, by the Clergy in 

Charge of St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, or should no such Clergy be in place, the Senior Warden of St. 

Andrew's Episcopal Church. 

 The Columbarium is available to members of Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church, former members of Saint 

Andrew’s Episcopal Church, and their families. At the discretion of the Clergy in Charge or Senior 

Warden, others may be considered for interment. 

1. The price per niche, engraving, and other is dependent on the number of persons to be inurned and 

the relationship of those persons to St. Andrew’s. (See niche reservation form for pricing of niche, 

engraving, etc.) In the case of need, the price may be adjusted at the pastoral discretion of the Clergy 

in Charge or Senior Warden.  

2. Costs relating to cremation are not covered or provided by Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church. Such 

arrangements should be made with and through a funeral home. Saint Andrew’s does not provide 

urns for cremains. 

3. Each niche accommodates the placement of two urns inside and the related engraving on the niche 

cover for these persons. (Interior measures 11 inches wide x 11 inches high.) 

4. Niche cover engraving follows a standard format for names, dates of birth, and dates of death. The 

church office will make arrangements for niche engraving. 

5. The purchaser's contribution will be placed in the Columbarium Fund of Saint Andrew’s Episcopal 

Church. 

6. If a party purchasing the right to use a  niche should determine, at a later date, that the party does 

not want or intend to exercise that right, St. Andrew's will not refund or return the price paid to 

purchase that right. However, the party may elect to surrender his or her right to use the niche and 

give St. Andrew's Episcopal Church written authority to make the niche available to other parties. 



7. In the event that  a niche is not used within seventy-five years of the first purchase of rights to use 

the same, all rights relating to the use of the niche shall be  forfeited, and St. Andrew's may enter in 

an agreement with any other person or persons conferring such rights.  

8. Families may permanently remove remains with written consent from Saint Andrew’s Episcopal 

Church and next of kin, at which point the niche may be released for use by other parties.  

9. Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church will provide reasonable ongoing care for the Columbarium. 

However, Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church, and all persons acting on Saint Andrew’s Episcopal 

Church's behalf, will not be liable for any loss or damage to the Columbarium, niches, urns, or 

cremated remains inurned in the Columbarium. Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church has insurance for 

its own benefit, but Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church is not obligated to purchase insurance for the 

benefit of niche reservation holders, designated persons to be inurned, or their estates or families. 

If there is a discrepancy between a reservation form or change form and Saint Andrew’s Episcopal 

Church's records, Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church's records control. 

10. Remains may not be inurned in the Columbarium of Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church without a 

committal service conducted in compliance with the current edition of The Book of Common Prayer 

of The Episcopal Church. Only a cleric of the parish or an ordained minister invited by the Clergy 

in Charge of Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church may officiate at a committal service at the 

Columbarium.  

 

11. No decorations at Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church's Columbarium may be allowed other than 

flowers placed at the time of interment. These will be removed ten days after interment or earlier at 

the family’s request. 

I certify that I have read the above and offer consent to the columbarium policies of Saint Andrew’s 

Episcopal Church and have been provided a copy of these policies. 

 
Date Signature 

 

Printed name 

 

 

 
mgs/kbb 


