
 
 
Heather Clausen and Heather Haskins continued… 
 
As parents of a second grader, we have been extraordinarily blessed to have a 
child who really likes school and who knows how to navigate her google 
classroom. Her teachers are tech savvy and in this tough transition time, they 
have done an amazing job posting lessons, activities, and zoom 
meetings. Emery doesn’t require much from us to complete her daily schedule, 
and when her coding elective stumps her, even we have no clue what to 
do. We just listen, ask questions, make suggestions and then get out of her way 
so she can solve her problems.  
 
We realize this probably isn’t the case for all parents and would suspect that 
many young ones would prefer doing anything else besides school, so we are 
truly blessed that Emery has such amazing teachers and a school committed to 
providing technology in the classroom. We do worry that she is missing a crucial 
part of learning-social lessons from her peers that parents just can’t reproduce. 
But, with FaceTime and Zoom, she has been able to have playdates with peers 
or whole class sharing. 
 
As educators, our concerns for schooling were much different than they were when 
considering our daughter. We were constantly wondering if students would engage or 
could engage, or could we recreate what we do in the classroom, knowing full well we 
could not. What we’ve discovered is that it is most difficult creating a new class culture 
in the online era. Zoom is fantastic, and we really love being able to see our students. 
But many are reluctant to participate-maybe because reading social cues is hard or 
having the silent eye conversation across the room is now impossible. While they have 
grown up with technology, literally connected to them at all times, they haven’t honed 
online communication skills. In fact, we haven’t either. We want our students to feel 
safe, have a voice, and be part of a community in learning.  
 
Now that they are doing the “learning” on their own, we are not as concerned that 
they don’t understand the concepts, but rather that they are far too distant from our 
classroom culture to truly engage in learning. But we suppose this is how online learning 
has evolved and probably will continue to evolve. We pray that we are able to get 
back to school soon. We miss our students, especially our seniors; we miss the 
camaraderie, the “good mornings” and the “have a great night” and “see you 
tomorrow,” the smiles as well as the faces of being overwhelmed or frustrated.  



 
We miss being in front of our students because we feed off their energy and we like to 
think they feed off our passion and love for our subject matter and our love for 
them. Blackboard, Schoology, personal Chromebooks, and Zoom meetings have been 
crucial for students, teachers, and parents during these turbulent educational 
times. What we’ve learned more than anything in the last few weeks is that there is a 
HUGE learning curve for all of us and now we truly know it takes a village to raise a 
child, even when that village exists electronically and not geographically. 
 


