
Article 18
Conservation on W Falmouth Hwy
Move to formally codify 95 years of town preservation



Warrant Article 18:
• Will be altered by a Main Motion approved by Moderator as follows:

• “Move the Town vote to transfer the care, custody and control of the Town-
owned parcels located on West Falmouth Highway in Falmouth, Barnstable 
County, Massachusetts, identified as 0 West Falmouth Highway (Parcel ID 
26-04-057A-001) and (Parcel ID 26-04-062A-000), to the Falmouth 
Conservation Commission pursuant to M.G.L. c.40, §8C, for conservation, 
recreation, and water protection purposes, and to authorize the Select 
Board to execute and deliver any deeds, instruments and other documents 
necessary to effectuate such transfer and to include in any deed or 
instrument appropriate language dedicating the land for conservation 
purposes in accordance with Article 97 of the Massachusetts Constitution, 
and to authorize the Conservation Commission to manage, protect, and 
regulate the property as conservation land.”

• By keeping the land entirely in town ownership, will allow future 
adjustments such as rerouting the intersection at 28A, Rt 28, and Palmer 
Ave. 

• Follows form of Falmouth Conservation Commission control of similar lots 
such as their custody of another parcel known as 0 West Falmouth Hwy 
bisected by the highway between 28 and Palmer Ave.  



Recent Inaccuracies are 
Driving Destruction of an 
Important Precedent



Land was purchased by order of 
Town Meeting vote for purposes of 
water protection and forestation

• In 1929 & 1928 The Committee on Long Pond 
Watershed, Forest Committee, and Water 
Commissioners advised a survey for 
purchasing land for forestation and water 
protection. Voted to appropriate surveys in 
1929 and 1930 to select parcels to purchase



In 1931 town purchased the land 
for the protection of Long Pond 
and Forestation

• In 1931 town meeting voted 231 affirmative 
5 negative to purchase the Weld Estate for 
the protection of Long Pond Watershed and 
for the purpose of forestation with Warrant 
Article 70 and 71. 



Explicit and 
Resounding Long-term 
Conservation Planning 
by the Town of 
Falmouth for 
Forestation and Water 
Protection with 
Purchases Around 
Long Pond



Corroborating Records of Town Land Ownership 
Following Purchase



Consistent References in Surveys 
Demonstrate Use of Land for Forestation

April 4, 1937 Feb 24, 1959 May 14, 1959

Nov, 28 1966



Our Conservation is Lagging Compared to 
Neighboring Towns
Town % of land Conserved

Falmouth 22% to 28%*

Bourne 54.4%

Mashpee 38%

Truro 67%

Barnstable 28%

*based on state and town owned land 
not necessarily conserved



Protecting this 
Land is Protecting 
Water and 
Biodiversity

• Highpoint contributes water to groundwater lens and flood retention

• High hydraulic conductivity from glacial moraine soils and lack of 
sewering necessitates protection of upland forest in proximity to critical 
water bodies Long Pond and Sippewissett Marsh

• Land is uplands of beach protected Audubon space a nesting site for 
piping plovers and least terns

• Nearby marsh home to longitudinal studies conducted by MBL which 
pioneered global nitrification research

• Wooded southern tip of wildlife corridor, connects east to west at 
transition from  Rt. 28

• Our local economy relies on the preservation of our forested lands and their 
ecosystem services for recreation, tourism, beachgoers, fishing, aquaculture, 
and farming. 



Maintain a 
Forested Buffer 
to Enhance 
Public Safety

• Forest serves as boundary and traffic calming

• Site of frequent crashes
• Two recent accidents at 0 West Falmouth Hwy Pictured above

• Conservation ensures protection of public from road design and 
reckless drivers

Crash 4/2024 in MDOT report on hazardous 

road design at 0 W Falmouth Hwy
August 2025 crash at 0 W Fal Accident last weekend 11/9/25 

at 0 W Falmouth Hwy



Preserve Critical 
Historical Features

• 0 W Falmouth Hwy Forms Entrance to West Falmouth Historic 
District from Rt 28. 

• Stone wall along property

• Across from Saconesset Homestead

• Oldest home in Falmouth and first Cape Style home c. 1678

•  Ancient, rutted access road- Bowerman’s Lane opposite 0 W Fal

• 45 acres of open, preserved upland and marshes

• Directly abuts Runner Stone Farm, site of former mill, and across from 
Peach Tree Circle Farm

• Enhances economic opportunities from visitors to historical sites

• Visitors purchase farm products and frequent businesses

• Walking Trails through 0 W Falmouth Hwy bring birders



Need for 
Focused Middle 
Housing 
• Ample opportunities exist for expanded 

affordable, lively neighborhoods
• Ample opportunities for natural resource 

protection exist
• We need to correct the false narrative 

pitting conservation against affordability
• Introduced  Article 19 House-scale 

multifamily zoning overlay



Keep up the Fight for Future Generations as 
Our Predecessors Did • The needs of the present are always real and pressing but 

solutions can be found without undermining the long-term 
needs of future residents

• The Lawrence School stands in its current location after 
reversal of a decision for construction on similar land 1948
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