
ZLS Parents,

During the next two weeks, our 3rd-8th grade students will be taking the

Iowa Assessments.

In order for our students to complete these tests online, they will test in

two groups over the next two weeks.  Students in grades 3 and 4 will test on Monday the 12th

through Friday, April 16th.  Students in grades 5 through 8 will begin testing on Monday, April

19th through Friday, April 23rd.

These tests are an important barometer of how students are achieving individually, and they

help us make curriculum decisions.  We also use individual scores to determine participation in

our Challenge Program (most recent COGAT score of 7 or higher and a composite Iowa

Assessment score of at least 90th percentile).

We want our students to give these tests their best effort, but we also do not want our students

to be nervous or anxious about their performance. The following list contains some helpful tips

to help prepare and perform Iowa Assessments:

1. Attendance during the week of testing is very important. Try to be at school every day,

on time during the week of testing.  Make-up testing will be conducted the week of April

26th.

2. Get a good night’s sleep and eat a healthy breakfast in the morning.

3. Take any medications you normally take to help you feel your best and focus.

4. Listen carefully to the instructions from the teacher and read the directions and each

question carefully.

5. These tests are timed.  You can use your time wisely by making your best guess and

move on when you get stuck on a question.

6. Be sure to answer all of the questions and not leave any blank.

7. Stay focused on your own test.  It does not matter if others finish before you do.

8. Do your best!  It is okay if you do not know every answer.  That information will help us

learn and grow as a school together.

For details about the testing schedule each day, please contact your child’s homeroom teacher.

Thank you for helping prepare your children for the Iowa Assessments this year.

In His Service,

Mrs. Ananda Baron, principal


