The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
August 2, 2020
8:00 a.m.



As We Gather

Happiness and contentment are hard to find. Even with our abundance of
possessions and opportunity, our hearts remain restless for things new and different,
for the promise of something better. Paul reminds us that contentment does not
come from having everything we desire, but with faith in the Lord, who is gracious
and merciful and supplies all our needs. Today, we hear the terrible news of John the
Baptist’'s martyrdom and a crowd restless with hunger. In the midst of it all, Jesus
shows forth grace to rest our fears and satisfy us with all we need. We pray that we
learn to trust in the Lord and to find contentment and peace in His grace sufficient
for all things.

Preservice Music

Ringing of the Bells

Welcome

Please stand

In Thee Is Gladness LSB 818
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To Thee are cleav - ing; Naught can us sev - er: Al-le-lu -ia!
And still shall raise Him Glad hymns for - ev - er: Al-le-1u -ia!
Text and tune: Public domain
Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the -I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution

(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ
He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them
the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it
to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.



Introit Ps. 105:39-43; antiphon: Ps. 105:1

(P}  Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!

He spread a cloud for a covering,
and fire to give light by night.

(P} They asked, and he brought quail,
and gave them bread from heaven in abundance.
He opened the rock, and water gushed out;
it flowed through the desert like a river.
(P}  For he remembered his holy promise,
and Abraham, his servant.
So he brought his people out with joy,
his chosen ones with singing.
(P} Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
(P}  Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve Your goodness, still
You provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy
Spirit that we may acknowledge Your gifts, give thanks for all Your
benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated



Old Testament Isaiah 55:1-5

™Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no
money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and
without price.

Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,

and your labor for that which does not satisfy?

Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich
food.

3Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live; and I will
make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.
“Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for
the peoples.

>Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, and a nation that did
not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, and of the
Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Hebrews 12:1-3

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so
closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,
2looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the
joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

3Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against
himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Seek Ye First LSB 712
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Text and tune: © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: ccli no. 536023

Please stand

Holy Gospel Matthew 14:13-21
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

13Now when Jesus heard [about the death of John], he withdrew
from there in a boat to a desolate place by himself. But when the
crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. *When he
went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them
and healed their sick. **Now when it was evening, the disciples came
to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now over;
send the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for
themselves.” But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them
something to eat.” 1"They said to him, “We have only five loaves here
and two fish.” 8And he said, “Bring them here to me.” °Then he
ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and taking the five loaves
and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing. Then he
broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples
gave them to the crowds. 2°And they all ate and were satisfied. And
they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 2'And
those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and
children.

(P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!



The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come
to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated

Profession

“FAITH




I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
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Sermon




Prayer
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and
with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the
world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all
to faith, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the
common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us
pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or
dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the
widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us
pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let
us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray

to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
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Collect for the Word

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for
our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn,
and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your
holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope
of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Morning Prayer
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ,

Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all
harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this
day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life
may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my
body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with
me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P} The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the -~ Son, and the
Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
Amen.

Graduate Blanket Blessing

Congregation and Parents:
We bless you in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. May the blankets
you receive remind you of your parents’ love, the warmth of this faith
community, and the power of the Holy Spirit. And on those nights
when we cannot wrap you in our arms, may you wrap yourself in this
blanket and know that in God’s family you are never alone.
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Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer LSB 918
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Text and tune: Public domain

Worship Leaders: Pastor Brian E. Downs, Proclaiming Pastor
Pastor Chris A. Spelbring, Presiding Pastor
Organist: Dawn E. Tayon, Minister of Music

Sound/Video/Camera: Frank Rudolph/Mark Goerger/Yvonne Goerger
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