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As We Gather 
In Advent we prepare for the “advent,” or coming of the Lord our Savior. He first 

came in the flesh at Christmas, the fulfillment of all the prophecies of the Old 

Testament. More than that, however, He also comes to us today in His Word and 

Sacraments. Then, as at His first coming, we also gather now in patient anticipation 

of His final coming in the day of the resurrection of all flesh. This year at Zion we are 

using this time of preparation to meditate on the persons and events of the Old 

Testament and how they foreshadow or point to Jesus, through our Jesse Tree 

devotional and mid-week services.  At these services, we are encouraged by the 

example of the patient waiting of three women in the Old Testament. The first is 

Sarah, the wife of Abraham, our father in faith, and the mother of Isaac. The second 

is the unnamed wife of Manoah and mother of Samson, the great “savior judge” and 

deliverer of God’s people. Finally is Hannah, the wife of Elkanah and mother of 

Samuel. All of these prepare us for Mary and the virgin birth of Jesus, the Son of God. 

As each of these women waited upon the Lord with trust that nothing is impossible 

with God, so the Word enables us to exercise the patience of faith under whatever 

trials beset us. This patience makes Advent a season of hope. 
 

Today we rejoice in the beginning of God’s fulfillment of His promise to Abraham 

as He gives the patriarch Isaac, even in the face of our doubt and impatience. 
 

Welcome and Greeting 
 

Please stand 
 

Come, Thou Precious Ransom Come LSB 350 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Common Versicles Psalm 51:15; Psalm 70:1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Psalmody     Psalm 40:1–10; antiphon: Is. 25:9  

P  It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have 

waited for Him, that He might save us. 

C  This is the LORD; we have waited for Him, 

let us be glad and rejoice in His salvation.” 
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P  I waited patiently for the LORD; 

  he inclined to me and heard my cry. 

C  He drew me up from the pit of destruction, 

  out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, 

  making my steps secure. 

P  He put a new song in my mouth, 

  a song of praise to our God. 

  Many will see and fear, 

  and put their trust in the LORD. 

C  Blessèd is the man who makes 

  the LORD his trust, 

  who does not turn to the proud, 

  to those who go astray after a lie! 

P  You have multiplied, O LORD my God, 

  your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us; 

  none can compare with you! 

  I will proclaim and tell of them, 

  yet they are more than can be told. 

C  Sacrifice and offering you have not desired, 

  but you have given me an open ear. 

  Burnt offering and sin offering 

  you have not required. 

P  Then I said, “Behold, I have come; 

  in the scroll of the book it is written of me: 

C  I desire to do your will, O my God; 

  your law is within my heart.” 

P  I have told the glad news of deliverance 

  in the great congregation; 

  behold, I have not restrained my lips, 

  as you know, O LORD. 

C  I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; 

  I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; 

  I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness 

  from the great congregation. 

P  It will be said on that day,* 

  “Behold, this is our God;we have waited for Him, that He might  

  save us.  

C  This is the LORD; we have waited for Him, 

  let us be glad and rejoice in His salvation.” 
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Please be seated 

Surely It Is God Who Saves Us 
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Reading Genesis 21:1–7 
 

 1The LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did to Sarah as 

he had promised. 2And Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his 

old age at the time of which God had spoken to him. 3Abraham called 

the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore him, 

Isaac. 4And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight 

days old, as God had commanded him. 5Abraham was a hundred years 

old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6And Sarah said, “God has 

made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh over me.” 7And 

she said, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse 

children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” 

 

 

Reading Hebrews 11:1–3, 8, 11–12 
 

 1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 

things not seen. 2For by it the people of old received their 

commendation. 3By faith we understand that the universe was created 

by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things 

that are visible. 

 8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place 

that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not 

knowing where he was going. 

 11By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she 

was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. 
12Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born 

descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the 

innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 

 
 

Responsory Jeremiah 23:5a, 6 
P Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up  

  for David a righteous Branch. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
 

P In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
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For All the Faithful Women LSB 855  
 vs. 2 located beneath the hymn 

 

 

 

 
 

2 According to Your promise 

To Abraham of old 

You did not leave them hopeless 

Gave Isaac as foretold. 

With Sarah lift our spirits 

By Your assuring Word 

That faith not doubt within us 

Give hope abundant, Lord. 

 
Text: © 1993, 1997, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001057 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon  
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Light of the Star/Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 
 Cara Clemens, Monica Taylor, vocals 
 Light of the star descending there, Darkness recedes from hills so bare, 

 Shepherd await the love of god sent from afar. 

 Light of the star with radiant hue, Hearts stir with hope for life anew, 

 Prophets of old foretell this King sent, He was sent from afar. 

 

 Come, Thou long expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free. 

 From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in Thee. 

 Israel’s Strength and Consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art; 

 Dear Desire of ev’ry nation, Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
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Please stand 
 

Antiphon  Psalm 141:2 
L Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 

C and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

 

Sing Praise to the God of Israel LSB 936 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001057 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

  as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Prayer  
P Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to 

lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
 

P O God, by the spiritual fruit of patience, You enabled blessed Sarah of old 

to hope in You even in the face of her doubts and fears. So enable us in 

our days to believe in Your promised deliverance that we may rejoice at 

every blessing You send; Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 

just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world 

cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 

commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 

our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 2 Corinthians 13:14 
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
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We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight LSB 720 
 Tune: Land of Rest 

1 We walk by faith and not by sight, 

    No gracious words we hear 

From Him who spoke as none e’er spoke, 

    But we believe Him near. 
 

2 We may not touch His hands and side, 

    Nor follow where He trod; 

But in His promise we rejoice 

    And cry “My Lord and God!” 
 

3 Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; 

    And may our faith abound 

To call on You when You are near 

    And seek where You are found. 
 

4 For You, O resurrected Lord, 

    Are found in means divine: 

Beneath the water and the Word, 

    Beneath the bread and wine. 
 

5 Lord, when our life of faith is done, 

    In realms of clearer light 

We may behold You as You are, 

    With full and endless sight. 
Text: Public domain 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Leaders: Josh Kintz, Proclaimer,  Seminarian 
   Pastor Chris A. Spelbring, Presiding Pastor 
Elder on Duty: Bill Keel  
Organist/Choir Director: Dawn E. Tayon, Minister of Music   
Sound/Video/Camera: Bob Kienitz/Chris Spear/Rick Scaiefe 
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Season of Hope 
Advent and Christmas Worship Opportunities 

  

 

 

Advent Worship II                                                December 9 at 6:30 p.m.     

“His Name Is Wonderful” 

 

Advent Worship III   December 16 at 6:30 p.m.   

“Heard By God” 

 

Christmas Eve Worship     “The Hope of Christmas” December 23  

5 pm Candlelight Communion 
A joyful worship using carols and modern songs 

7 pm Candlelight Communion 
Celebrating God’s love with age-old Christmas carols 

 

Christmas Eve Worship     “The Hope of Christmas” December 24  

5 pm Candlelight Communion 
A joyful worship using carols and modern songs. 

7 pm Candlelight Communion 

Celebrating God’s love with age-old Christmas carols 
 
 

Christmas Day Worship   December 25  
10 a.m. Worship with Communion 

 


