
“If the Army and the Navy ever look on Heaven’s scenes; 
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The United States Marine Corps Memorial, located at the intersection of U.S. Highways 6 and 
40 in Golden, Colorado, was the realization of a dream long held by SSgt Cyrus “Bo” Bowers, 
a veteran of World War II and Korea. Wartime military experience left him with the conviction 

 
Ground was broken on September 13, 1975. A 100 year time capsule was deposited in the 
base of the Memorial on December 23, 1976. The capsule contents commemorate the United 
States Bicentennial, the State of Colorado Centennial and the 201st birthday of the United 

living and dead, on August 24, 1977, by then Commandant of the Corps Gen. Louis H. Wilson 
Jr.
 
• In 1978 a plaque honoring Navy Corpsmen was placed at the site.
• In the 1980s insignia of the six Marine Divisions and the four Marine Air Wings were mounted.
• A plaque honoring Women Marines was placed at the site in 1991.
• 
• In 1994 the brass collar emblems were added.
• In 1995 a plaque honoring the Naval Amphibious Forces was placed at the site as was a 

kiosk.
• In 1995 over 28 ceremonies were held at the Memorial with over 6,500 people in attendance. 

Many tourists and local residents visit the site throughout the year.

• 
• On May 23, 2005 the Memorial was designated as a Landmark by the City of Golden.
• In 2008 the Walk of Honor with commemorative stones for each of the six Marine 

Divisions was completed.

The development of the 
United States Marine Corps 
Memorial in Golden, Colorado 
has spanned over 40 years 
and involved the dedication, 
labor and generosity of 
countless corpsmen and 
corpswomen. As the previous 
timeline suggests, the initial 
memorial construction in 1975 
created the site infrastructure 
that remains in place today 
including the center plaza, 
walk of valor, and parking 
area. The subsequent installation of a variety of dedication stones has occurred since 
then including a recent landscape improvement adjacent to the walk of valor led by the 
Jefferson County Leadership Group and a Girl Scout project that involved the installation 
of a new trail extending from the southwest corner of the site to the center plaza to 
accommodate access from the retail parking lots to south of Colfax Aveune during peak 

While the effort to construct, enhance, and maintain the memorial has been a great 
accomplishment involving the service of many, the opportunity exists to create a 
higher-quality, nationally-recognized dedication to the United States Marine Coprs that 

 The proposed 
memorial improvements were inspired by multiple visioning workshops with both active 
duty and veteran Marines who generously and enthusiastically provided their thoughts 
about what a memorial should be and what their service meant to them.  The feedback 
received from these workshops was inspiring and diverse with the common theme being 
the camaraderie of their brotherhood and the bonds developed before, during, and 
after war. 

The proposed master plan for the United States Marine Corps Memorial in Golden, 
Colorado will expand the dedication to provide an interpretive history of the Corps, a 
dedication to the fallen Colorado Marines, and a tribute to the “path to service” that 
led these men and women to enlist.  The original center plaza will be retained and 
enhanced and additional access walks will be installed that both radiate from and spiral 
to the plaza area. Three primary access walks to the center plaza are aligned along a 
“forced perspective” that gradually reduces in scale to further emphasize the center 
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