
 
 

Help Educate Your Elected Legislators on Criminal Justice Reform 
The Time is Now …. Why? 

 
I. Background 
Senate Bill 791-  An Act Relative to Criminal Justice Reform was recently redrafted by 
Senator Brownsberger and encompasses many positive reforms.  See MOAR Fact Sheet 
“Incarceration in MA” for details.  The House of Representatives will issue their own 
version of a criminal justice reform bill by November.  Shortly thereafter, the legislature 
will reconcile and vote on some version of this legislation. 
 
  
II. Educate Your Elected Representatives 

1. Go to www.wheredoivotema.com to learn who your representatives and senators 
are.  Record their contact information. FYI: State House Main # is 617-722-2000. 

2. Call or email your legislators.  You may use the script and facts below as a 
guide.  Please ask them to make your concerns known to  

• House Judiciary Committee Chair- Representative Claire Cronin 
• House Speaker Robert DeLeo  
• House Majority Leader Ronald Mariano   

3. Use your Recovery Voice and make the message your own! 
4. Thank your elected policymakers for their time and ask them to get back to you with 

their views. 
5. You can offer MOAR information if they have any question or concerns: 

contact Jared@moar-recovery.org or call 617-423-6627   
6. Let us know how it went!  Send an email to Jared@moar-recovery.org  

 
II. What to say in your calls/meetings with your state representatives 
 

1. I am _______________and I am from____________________.  I am a person in addiction 
recovery (or family or friend.)    

 
2. I want to speak up for criminal justice reform so that persons whose actions are 

related to drug addiction are supported with opportunities for alternative 
sentencing, access to addiction treatment, and rehabilitation/re-entry.  I am 
especially concerned about Collateral Consequences such as CORI laws that prevent 
people in recovery from finding jobs and housing. 

 

http://www.wheredoivotema.com/


3. I am asking my representative to meet with House Judiciary Chairperson 
Representative Claire Cronin and House Leadership to help House members to 
make an informed decision. 

 
I am asking you to look at the Senate version of the bill, and then really consider 
moving to: 
a. Reform the CORI law so ex-prisoners have more access to jobs. 

a. Reducing long 5 and 10 year waiting periods for sealing of misdemeanor and 
felony records to 3 and 7 years to be consistent with recidivism studies and to 
get people back to work. 

 

b. Changing the law to permit sealing of resisting arrest convictions because at 
present,  these cases can never be sealed and give people a life time CORI. 

 

c. Permitting a person whose CORI record has been sealed to say “I have no 
record” when applying for housing and occupational licenses after records are 

sealed——not just when applying for jobs, as is currently the case. 

b. Repeal long Mandatory Minimum sentences on drug convictions and instead 
return sentencing decisions to judges 

c. Improve diversion so most people with addictions get treatment instead of going 
to jail. 

d. Currently a felony with longer sentences and 10 year CORI can go to anyone 
convicted of theft above $250.the third lowest in the country. 

❖ we would like this raised to $1500 and then be determined a 
felony and if lower a misdemeanor   

e. Repeal fines and fees that are economically punitive to persons on probation   
f. Help youth with the opportunity to have nonviolent crimes expunged  

when turning 18  
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