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Discussion Guide

. Comider the apening scence of the novel. Whae does it reveal sbout Katharina's foclimgs uw‘*
mocherhood and her daily existence? How does i set the tome for the unfolding narracive?

2. Discuss the moment when Tom savs he docsa’t wamt to manry somcone like his mdther, Modn ;
Edgeworth. What does this reveal sbost Tom and Rina's relationship? What does i reveal abost Tom's
redationship with Amclia? How dad your feelings toward Amclia evolve over the coune of the novel?

!

b On page 38, Rina savs, “Best T still 2 woman in 194" Comider the weight of this statemont. ‘M&J
vou learm about the sockenal expectations for women during the 19408 and 195047

¢ What did you make of the novel’s vidke?

% The novel’s seeting of New Yook City is so intogral to the narrative, serving a a characeer in and of

il What are some momenes in the novel when vos soe this to be true?

6. Discuss the significance of the halbway in Kina snd Tom's spartment (“the gallery™ and the window
seat. What does this spoe represent for Rina?

7. Discess the evolution of Rina and Tom's relationship over the vears, from the beginning of cheir
refationship to their marriage. What do you think the feture holds for the two of thom?

8. Examine the female Friendships chas Rina has in ber life, How do Fayve Buckley Swam. Ava Newman,
snd Marisnne Fossine influence Rina?

9. What &id the novel teach vou abous the Red Scare and McCarthyinm chat vou may mot have known
before?

. On page 346, Turner Wells says 10 Rina, "Doa’t ket your circumstances extinguinh you™ Discuss the
impact and meaning behind his words. In what wanys have the charactens in the novel——and Rina in

particular—been alfected by and'or overcome their circumstances?

i, Comider the role of Turner Wells in Rina's life. What does be mean to ber? How does he change ber?
Did the racism regarding insermacial couples in the 1950 impact them and their inmeractions?

12. Do you think our views on the roles of motherhood. » mocher's sdenticy., and postparium depeession have
changed since the 1ypon?

13 Discuss the end of the novel. How did ic make vou Feel” What do vou think comes nest for Rina?




