
1. The novel opens with an intense scene: a woman is standing on the edge of the cliff outside of 
Gabe and Pippa’s house, and she seems to be contemplating jumping. How do you think this 
chapter sets the tone for the rest of the novel?  

2. How did Amanda’s perspective contribute to your reading of the novel? How did her perspective 
contribute to the overall plot? Did you enjoy having her perspective in between life and death? 

3. The book explores the concept of responsibility that people have to one another in marriage 
through Gabe and Pippa and Max and Amanda. Discuss the differences and similarities in their 
marriages.  

4. The theme of honesty is challenged throughout the novel. Every character in this novel withheld 
the truth in some way. Do you think lying and withholding the truth are the same? Is one more 
problematic than the other? Are there situations in which it is okay to lie or withhold the truth? 

5. How did the multiple perspectives affect your reading of the novel? How would the story be 
different if it were told from just one perspective? 

6. What was your impression of Gabe at the beginning of the novel? How did it change throughout? 
What was the defining moment in which your impression changed? 

7. Were you surprised to discover who Asha’s biological mother was? How did this affect your 
impression of Pippa?  

8. How did the connection between Max and Gabe make you feel? Did you suspect they were 
related? 

9. In the last chapter, Pippa says, “What I do know is that the bipolar disorder wasn’t responsible for 
his actions. In the past, I’d always found it hard to visualize the line where his illness ended and 
his free will began. Now I see it. His illness hadn’t lied to me. His illness hadn’t covered up his 
mistakes and said that it was for my sake.” Do you agree? Where do you draw the line between 
Gabe’s mental illness and free will?  

10. In the final line of the novel, Pippa says, “Gabriel Gerard isn’t the only one who can make magic. 
I can make magic too.” Have you ever been in a relationship where the other person felt like 
“magic”? Is this a positive or negative dynamic? Discuss.  


