
1. Walker’s concept of home is not attached to a place, but rather, the 
people and things that mean the most to him: Gram, his group of friends 
in Charleston, Minnie’s peach cobbler, and, in the end, Aja. On page 279, 
Walker says, “he unconsciously recognized that she made him feel as at 
home as the cobbler did.” Who and what does your concept of home 
consist of?

2. Discuss the theme of confidence in Aja’s character arc and its importance. 
How did her view of herself change throughout the novel? How did her 
definition of “normal” (page 12) change? How did having people who 
accepted her—Walker, her friends—affect this?

3. How are Aja’s and Walker’s struggles with their mental health similar? 
How are they different? How do these similarities and differences impact 
their relationship?

4. In moments of anxiety, Walker and Aja share small touches to comfort one 
another. For example, Aja puts her hand on Walker’s at Minnie’s and Walker 
puts his hand on Aja’s thigh at the dinner party. Discuss the importance of 
physical intimacy, outside of a sexual context, for the couple. 

5. After Walker and Aja follow through on their bingo pact for a second time, 
Walker learns that his father is returning to Greenbelt the following day. 
Without a goodbye, he leaves Aja alone in her house and doesn’t speak to 
her again for months. Why do you think Walker felt the need to run? What 
did Aja come to represent to him?

6. Walker and Aja create the bingo pact in order to pursue their attraction 
while keeping romantic feelings for one another at bay to avoid hurting each 
other. Did the pact serve its purpose? Did the pact hinder or help their 
relationship? How would it have been different without the pact? What did 
sex come to mean for the couple?
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7. How did Walker and Aja’s first interaction set the tone for the relationship 
they would create? How do you think Walker felt at that moment? How did 
Aja feel at that moment? 

8. Aja and Walker both admitted to being in love with the other before they 
told each other. When do you think the moment was when Walker fell in 
love with Aja? When did Aja fall in love with Walker? Why do you think they 
waited so long to tell each other?

9. While the book is very much a love story between Walker and Aja, it is also 
a story of self-love and acceptance. What did each character learn about 
self-love and acceptance through one another? Can you think of any 
moments where this became clear? Explain.

10. Both Walker and Aja chose to live where they did for the sake of their 
mental health. How does place affect mental health? Can you relate to 
this sentiment? 

11. Discuss the theme of friendship and found family throughout the novel. 
What is the significance of Miri’s friendship with Aja? How did Walker’s 
group of friends in Charleston impact his life?

12. In the end, Walker and Aja find a 
home in Beaufort, South 
Carolina, a town that was “new 
to them both” (page 295), but 
still close enough to Greenbelt 
and Charleston. Why do you 
think they had to settle in a town 
new to both of them? What do 
you think of this compromise?


