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Q: What motivated you to become a teacher?   

 

A: In 5th grade I read a book called Lovey.  It's about a 

young girl who had a very difficult home life and 

difficulties with behavior and learning in school.  She 

was placed in a self-contained classroom and her 

special education teacher never gave up on her 

despite the difficulties.  Her teacher believed in her 

and made a huge difference in her life. From that day 

on I knew that I was going to be a special education 

teacher.  There is nothing else in the world I would 

rather be doing!! 

 

 

Q: What made you decide to be a TNP Project Leader?  

 

A: A parent on our Special Service Parent Partnership committee bought TNP to 

one committee meeting and we all agreed that this would be a wonderful project to 

bring to District 70.  After having Lauren and Amanda out to talk about TNP, I was 

sold, and even more sold after the Project Leader training. I felt like we were a 

family diving into something new together.  This is what the world needs so much 

of...Empathy, Kindness and Friends, and if I can help with that in any way, I'm going 

to jump at the chance.  

 

Q: What have you most enjoyed about TNP so far? 

 

A: So far, I have most enjoyed the honest sharing of the children and their selfless 

desire to make this experience wonderful for their Nora Friends. I am so impressed 

by how seriously they are approaching this experience.  
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Q: What, if any, impact have you seen inside or outside of the classroom?

 

A: I feel like my students now have a solid understanding of what empathy is and 

how to show that to all the people in their lives, not just those with disabilities. 

Also, they are now even more willing to stand up against exclusion and bullying. 

And because of all the talks we have had about empathy, I am noticing that my 

students are taking these conversations to heart and including others outside at 

recess and lunch more often. We've discussed the importance of inclusion and they 

truly see why it matters.  

 

Q: What would you say to other educators considering whether to participate in 

our programs next year?   

 

A: Yes, yes, yes! It is an amazing program with very detailed lesson plans.  Don't get 

me wrong...it does involve work and dedication but the benefits of being part of 

TNP will go above and beyond your expectations. The Nora Project brings out all 

that's pure and loving in children.  It IS the most tangible, relevant Social-Emotional 

Learning "curriculum" because it teaches lessons not found in textbooks and 

connects children in ways unimaginable! I've never seen anything like the Nora 

Project implemented in the classroom. The lessons are so meaningful and they 

truly help me teach my students what it truly means to be kind and empathetic. I 

wish every classroom was participating because I feel like my students are gaining 

so much from this!  
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