
Shall G-2.0401 of the Form of Government be amended as follows? [Text to be deleted is shown with 

strike through; text to be added or inserted is shown in italic.]  

“G-2.0401Election of Ruling Elders and Deacons  

“Ruling elders and deacons are men and women elected by the congregation from among its members. 

The nomination and election of ruling elders and deacons shall express the rich diversity of the 

congregation’s membership and shall guarantee participation and inclusiveness (F-1.0403). Ruling elders 

and deacons shall be nominated by a committee elected by the congregation, drawn from and 

representative of its membership. Congregations may provide by their own rule for a congregational 

nominating committee, provided that the committee shall consist of at least three active members of 

the congregation, and shall include at least one ruling elder who is currently serving on the session. 

Congregations may provide by their own rule for a congregational nominating committee. The rule 

shall meet the following criteria: (1) the minimum size of the committee as specified in the rule shall 

be at least three persons; (2) at least one member of the committee shall be an elder currently serving 

on session; and (3) a majority of those persons on the committee who are eligible to vote shall consist 

of persons not currently serving on session. The pastor shall serve ex officio and without vote.  When 

elections are held, full opportunity shall always be given to the congregation for nomination from the 

floor of the congregational meeting by any active member of the congregation. A majority of all the 

active members present and voting shall be required to elect.”  

Rationale  

This proposed amendment originates from the Presbytery of Grace as Item 06-11. The Presbyteries of 

Grand Canyon, Muskingum Valley, Huntington, and de Cristo concurred. The Presbytery of Grace 

provided the following rationale [edited].  

This proposed amendment clarifies the somewhat ambiguous language regarding the nominating 

committee membership.  

The proposed changes set the minimum size of the nominating committee at three members, not 

including the pastor. This is ideal for small congregations yet also provides flexibility for churches to add 

more from this minimum.  

The goal is to provide clarity while preserving the overall permission-giving nature of the Form of 

Government.  

Advice from the Advisory Committee on the Constitution  

The Advisory Committee on the Constitution advised the 223rd General Assembly (2018) to approve 

Item 06-11 as amended providing the following advice [edited]:  

The Presbytery of Grace presents proposed language to clarify the minimum size of a congregational 

nominating committee and the requirement that a majority of the voting members of a congregational 

nominating committee be members-at-large of the congregation.  

The proposed amendment provides helpful clarification to G-2.0401. The minimum size of a 

congregational nominating committee shall be three members, at least one member of which must be a 



ruling elder in active service on the session. The minimum size of three is appropriate for smaller 

congregations. There is no maximum size for a congregational nominating committee.  

The proposed amendment adds clarity and is consistent with past practice. The majority of a 

congregational nominating committee should be members-at-large of the congregation, not ruling 

elders currently serving on the session.  

The Assembly Committee on Church Polity and Ordered Ministry (06) voted to approve the proposed 

amendment as amended 54/0. The 223rd General Assembly (2018) approved the committee’s 

recommendation with amendment 478/3. (See Minutes, 2018, Part I, pp. 69, 72, 592.)  

For the full report of Item 06-11, go to https://www.pc-biz.org/#/committee/3000008/business 


