18-D. Membership of Presbytery
On Amending G-3.0306 (Item 06-05)

The 223rd General Assembly (2018) directed the Stated Clerk to send the following proposed
amendment to the presbyteries for their affirmative or negative votes:

Shall the fourth paragraph of G-3.0306 of the Form of Government be amended by adding
the following statement as follows? [Text to be added is shown as italic.]

“Every minister of the Word and Sacrament shall ordinarily be a member of the
presbytery where his or her work is situated or of the presbytery where she or he resides.
The presbytery may grant a minister permission to engage in work validated ministry that is
outside its geographic bounds or which is not under its jurisdiction, but no presbytery shall
permit a minister to engage in work that is within the geographic bounds of another presbytery
and which is properly within the responsibility of another presbytery without consent of that
presbytery. Such permission shall be obtained from both presbyteries and shall be reviewed
and renewed annually.”

Rationale

This proposed amendment originates from the Presbytery of Tropical Florida as Item 06-11. The
Presbyteries of Central Florida, Greater Atlanta, Huntington, Wabash Valley and de Cristo
concurred. The Presbytery of Tropical Florida provided the following rationale [edited].

The current Form of Government lacks clarity with regard to the seeking of and granting of
permission for a minister member of a presbytery to labor beyond the geographic boundaries of
the presbytery of membership. This overture provides clarity to the seeking of permission to
labor within the geographic bounds of a presbytery beyond that of the minister of Word and
Sacrament’s membership.

As “the presbytery is the council serving as a corporate expression of the church within a certain
district” (G-3.0301), the presbytery needs to have knowledge of and oversight for the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) witness within its geographic district. Without the Form of
Government making it clear that permission must be granted by the presbytery for all validated
ministry taking place within its bounds, the particular corporate witness of a presbytery within a
certain district may lack unity of strategy for mission under the Word. The addition of this
paragraph to the Form of Government enhances the presbytery’s capacity for unity in its
corporate witness as strategy for mission under the Word.

Advice from the Advisory Committee on the Constitution

The Advisory Committee on the Constitution advised the 223rd General Assembly (2018) to
approve Item 06-05 as amended providing the following advice [edited]:

Item 06-05 seeks to return to the Book of Order the mechanism for seeking permission to labor
beyond the geographic bounds of membership of the minister of the Word and Sacrament.
The...text...is based on the language that was in the 2009-2011 edition of the Book of Order.
The Form of Government (G-3.0306) establishes that each presbytery determines the ministers
who are its members and validates the ministries in which they are to be engaged, following the
criteria of G-2.0503a(1)—(5) and the policy developed by the presbytery for validating the
ministries of its members.



The Assembly Committee on Church Polity and Ordered Ministry (06) voted to approve the
proposed amendment as amended 52/1. The 223rd General Assembly (2018) approved the
committee’s recommendation with amendment 442/13. (See Minutes, 2018, Part I, pp. 71, 571.)
For the full report of Item 06-05, go to https://www.pc-biz.org/#/committee/3000008/business.



