
18-F. Welcoming to the Table  

On Amending W-4.0202 (Item 14-03)  

The 223rd General Assembly (2018) directed the Stated Clerk to send the following proposed 

amendment to the presbyteries for their affirmative or negative votes:  

Shall W-4.0202 be amended as follows: [Text to be deleted is shown with a strike-through; text to be 

added or inserted is shown as italic.]  

“W-4.0202 Welcoming to the Table  

“In cases where baptized children who have not yet begun to participate in the Lord’s Supper express 

a desire to receive the Sacrament, the session should provide an occasion to welcome them they shall 

be welcomed to the table in public worship. Their introduction to the Lord’s Supper should include 

and the session should ensure they receive ongoing instruction or formation in the meaning and 

mystery of the Sacraments.”  

Rationale  

This proposed amendment originates from the Presbytery of Grace as Item 14-03. The Presbyteries of 

de Cristo, Grand Canyon, Huntingdon, Newton, and Palo Duro concurred. The Presbytery of Grace 

provided the following rationale [edited].  

The current language “provide an occasion to welcome them” could be interpreted as the need to 

provide a “first communion” service for baptized children. If taken this way, the language could develop 

a mindset that baptized children must wait until a certain age or complete certain educational 

requirements before belonging at the table. This mindset would violate our understanding that the 

Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are linked (W-3.0408 “Welcome”) and that “all who come 

to the table are to be offered the bread and cup regardless of their age or understanding,” (W-3.0409 

“The Theology of the Lord’s Supper”).  

Striking this phrase simplifies the wording while maintaining the intent—to welcome the baptized and 

provide them with ongoing instruction. The responsibility for instruction in baptismal identity and 

worship education and participation is addressed in W-4.0201 “Nurturing the Baptized,” W-2.0303 

“Ruling Elders,” and W-2.0305 “Shared Responsibility and Accountability.” The issue of welcome to 

those not baptized is addressed in W-3.0409 “The Theology of the Lord’s Supper.”  

Advice from the Advisory Committee on the Constitution  

The Advisory Committee on the Constitution advised the 223rd General Assembly (2018) to approve 

Item 14-03 providing the following advice [edited]:  

The Advisory Committee on the Constitution advises the 223rd General Assembly (2018) to approve 

Item 14-03.  

This amendment seeks to clarify that when children receive the Lord’s Supper for the first time, the 

Directory for Worship is not suggesting a service such as “first communion.”  

The Advisory Committee on the Constitution finds that the overture has identified a possible 

contradiction between W-3.0409 and the current language of W-4.0202 and has provided an 



amendment to W-4.0202 that would resolve that contradiction. The Advisory Committee on the 

Constitution advises that the proposed language is clear and consistent with the stated intent of the 

overture.  

The Assembly Committee on Theological & Church Growth Issues and Institutions (14) voted to approve 

the proposed amendment with comment 50/1. The 223rd General Assembly (2018) approved the 

committee’s recommendation with a voice vote. (See Minutes, 2018, Part I, pp. 17, 1205.)  

For the full report of Item 14-03, go to https://www.pc-biz.org/#/committee/3000016/business. 


