
All Saints’ Episcopal Church

An Open-hearted, Open-minded Parish of the Diocese of East Carolina

The Third Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 11th, 2022

8:30 and 10:30 a.m.

We welcome all who are worshiping with us for the first time.
We are glad that you are here and pray that you encounter the Holy Spirit in this sacred gathering. Throughout

this service, the people’s parts are indicated in bold italic font. All are invited to stand, as are comfortably able, at
the elements of the service marked by an asterisk.

Welcome and Prelude

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

The Word of God

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People Glory to God for ever and ever.

*Hymn 76 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry WINCHESTER NEW

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely
hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah
35:1-10
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the
crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall
be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the
majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those
who are of a fearful heart, "Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with



vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you."Then the eyes of the blind
shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the
tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams
in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the
haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway
shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall
be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall
any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk
there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee
away.
The Word of the Lord People    Thanks be to God.

Canticle 15       The Song of Mary MAGNIFICAT

This Psalm is read responsively at 8:30 and is chanted at 10:30.

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.

From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear him *
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of his arm, *
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,

The promise he made to our fathers, *
to Abraham and his children for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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A Reading from the Letter of James
5:7-10
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious
crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also
must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not
grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the
doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the
name of the Lord.
The Word of the Lord People    Thanks be to God.

*Hymn 56 vs 5-6 O Come, Thou Key of David VENI, VENI, EMMANUEL

*The Holy Gospel
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Matthew 11:2-11
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said
to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them,
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them.
And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” As they went away, Jesus began to speak to
the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by
the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who
wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you,
and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ “Truly I tell you, among those
born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of
heaven is greater than he.”
The Gospel of the Lord. People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Homily

*Affirmation of Faith
We believe in God beyond us,
Maker and Sustainer of all life and all creation,
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.
We believe in God within us,
The Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire and
Life giving Breath of the Church.
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*Prayers of the People
Jesus said that the signs of God’s dominion were to be seen in the healing of the sick, the raising
of the dead to new life, and the preaching of good news to the poor. Let us pray that our lives
may be the instruments of God's work in the world, saying:
O God, most worthy of praise, hear our prayer.

We thank you, God, for the gift of creation. Grant that we who bear your image may be faithful
stewards of your gift and administer its bounty with wisdom for the good of all your creatures.
O God, most worthy of praise, hear our prayer.
We thank you that you have called us to be your people. Give us patience as we await your
coming, and grant us wisdom to discern your will in our daily lives, that each of us may serve
others for the building up of our common life.
O God, most worthy of praise, hear our prayer.
We thank you for the community of faith throughout the world. Strengthen your church as it
witnesses to your love. Guide us in the fulfillment of your mission, that all may be one.
O God, most worthy of praise, hear our prayer.
We thank you for the privilege of ministering to others. We remember before you all who are
sick or in need. We pray for those who have died. Grant us the grace to accept suffering with
patience and to be strengthened by our common life in the body of Christ.
O God, most worthy of praise, hear our prayer.
We pray silently for our partners in ministry: Rob our Bishop; Michael, our Presiding Bishop;
Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Pope Francis in Rome; Bartholomew, I, the Ecumenical
Patriarch of Constantinople: The Episcopal Church; Keith and the people of Emmanuel
Lutheran; St. Peter’s by the Sea, Swansboro, The Rev’d Michelle Bullock, Rector.
O God, most worthy of praise, hear our prayer.
We pray silently for all who are sick or in need of our prayers, especially for Winnie, Jane, Tom,
Carol and Norman, Marcia; Kim and Haley and family; Carole K., Mike and family, Michael
Vice and family, Evan Briggman and family, Kyle Rauscher, Finn, Paul, Harry, and any who
cannot be with us today.
O God, most worthy of praise, hear our prayer.
We pray for those with ongoing concerns, especially Nathan, Caitlin and family;  Perry and
Kaye, Michael, Marilyn and Reid, Darcy, Nancy P., Jaqueline and Doug, Gwen, Paul, Carol,
Mike, Karen, Moira, Christy, Fiji, Val, Geody, George, Christopher, Bill, Fred, Glen, Dick,
Anthony, Paul Hanson and family, and Pat and Tom.
O God, most worthy of praise, hear our prayer.
We pray for those celebrating another year of life: Osey Nikita, Ben Hoffmier, Andrew
Moynahan, Nancy Proctor, Yanni Vlahos, Tyler Love, and Jack Myers.
O God, most worthy of praise, hear our prayer.
We thank you for your countless gifts. Above all, we thank you for the coming of our Savior
Jesus Christ, and for our unity in him through baptism.
O God, most worthy of praise, hear our prayer.
We offer our thanksgiving and prayers to you, the one God and the source of light and life,
now and forever.  Amen.
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*Confession Let us confess our sins to God.

Silence may be kept.

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

*Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

*The Peace Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The Holy Communion

Offertory
Hymn 325 (8:30) Let Us Break Bread Together LET US BREAK BREAD\

*Presentation
Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord.
People And of thine own have we given thee.

*The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 367
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from
sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in
power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his
appearing.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth,
out of sin into righteousness,
out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your
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Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons
and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the
Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Fraction Athems (8:30)
This is the true bread which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.

Whoever eats this bread will live forever.

Fraction Anthem (10:30)

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

This is the Lord’s Table. We welcome all who know or seek to know Christ and who wish to receive communion.
Those who wish to drink from the wine chalice are asked to line up first in the center aisle for communion.  At
10:30 the choir comes forward first as well. We invite all other worshipers to come forward at an usher’s
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direction to the front of the altar to receive communion. When approaching the bread server, please extend arms,
palms open.  The server will drop a bread wafer into the palm of the worshiper's hand. Wine is served in two
ways: a chalice from which worshipers directly drink, or individual wine glasses. If desiring to dip bread into
wine, please use wine glasses. Worshipers with mobility issues are asked to alert an usher if needing communion
to be brought to them.

Hymn 272 The Great Forerunner of the Morn THE TRUTH FROM ABOVE

Post Communion Prayer
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people,
forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue in the
risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Blessing
May Christ the sun of righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your
path; and the blessing of God our Creator, Redeemer and Giver of life be with you always.
Amen. (source: from Saint Clare in Enriching our Worship)

*Hymn 72 Hark! The Glad Sound! The Savior Comes RICHMOND

*The Dismissal
Celebrant    Almighty God, in whose eternity our lives are held,

who comes among us in great humility, whose will is our peace:
People        Make us wise to watch for you, to hope for you, to wait for you,

Until the breaking of the day.
Celebrant    Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People        Thanks be to God.

Postlude Feel free to remain seated during the postlude, as many prefer,
or to quietly depart the sanctuary as desired. Blessings in your week!

Those Who Serve

The Rev. Cindy Simpson, Celebrant          The Rev. Keith Dey, Guest Organist
Vestry Person of the Day: Dawn Kiousis       Welcoming Coordinator: Bob Baldwin

Altar Guild: Linnea Morrow, Carole Kimmel, Susan Lang, and Evelyne Ottavio
Flower Guild: Joan Voltz and Arlene Price

Counters: Dawn Kiousis and Jennifer Adams-Falconer

8:30 a.m.
Greeter: Ann Laughner  Usher: Deborah Beddingfield    LEM: Deb Hunton

Lector: Deborah Beddingfield
Advent Candlelighters: BJ Betz and Deb Hunton
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10:30 a.m.
Nursery Volunteers: Deborah Beddingfield, Lloyd and Linda Brinson

Greeter: Maureen McGrath      Godly Play: Ann McDowell and Suzy Rich
Ushers: Lloyd and Linda Brinson     LEM: Carole Kimmel

Advent Candlelighters: Roisin & Tim McKeithan
Lector: Spottswood Graves    Wine Server: Debbie Lubelski

FaceBook Hosts: Karen and Kenny Murrill

Announcements

Join Us in the Spirit of Christmas! Additional Christmas postcards are available in the
Narthex to give to your friends and neighbors. We welcome all to celebrate with us!

Godly Play continues today at 10:30AM for children from age 4 through 5th grade. Join us for
storytelling, wondering questions and creative responses, in classroom 5 (ad. bldg).

Adult Sunday Bible Study Continues today at 9:30AM in the Conference Room (admin bldg).
Bible study after the 8:30AM Worship Service will be suspended on both Sunday, December 25th and
Sunday, January 1st.

Adult Education and Spirituality Committee (AESC): All Saints’ monthly labyrinth walk for racial
understanding, racial dialogue, and racial reconciliation/reparation will be held on Monday, December
19, 2022 at 12PM.  Please join those who pray through walking the labyrinth. Please join others in the
parish's quarterly walk of the labyrinth on December 21, 2022 at 12PM to celebrate the Winter Solstice.
Winter Solstice is that time in the year when the Earth’s poles reach their maximum tilt away from the
Sun.  Astronomically the celestial event marks the beginning of lengthening days and shortening nights -
December 21st will be the shortest day of the year.

Stewardship Update: We gratefully continue to receive pledges.  So far 42 parishioners have pledged
a total of $218,410.00.  Thank you to all who are preparing the way for robust ministries in 2023.

Angel Gift Program Recap: Thanks again to all of you who contributed to the Angel Gift Program
this year.  Our gifts were delivered to the Baum Center on Monday where everything is processed and
gifts are given out to families.  Because of your generosity, we were able to fulfill all the wishes of our
15 children, and to provide a check for $356.08 to the Outer Banks Woman’s Club to purchase gifts for
other children.  What a wonderful outpouring of love for the children of Dare County!

After Dark at All Saints: What started out as simply a way to beat the winter blues and have some fun
has grown into a much-anticipated tradition on the Outer Banks! We are excited to offer classes on a
wide variety of fascinating topics, open to everyone in the community. When: January 30, 2023 to
February 17, 2023. Online Catalog available: December 17, 2022. Online registration starts Saturday
January 7, 2023. www.all-saints-episcopal-church.coursetorm.com.

Ruthie’s Kitchen: All Saints will be preparing our soups, stews, chili, and salads for Ruthie’s Kitchen
on January 10, 2023.  I know this is a busy time of the year, but  if you are able to generously give your
time an option would be to prepare it now and freeze it until needed. If you are able to help with this
ministry please let me know. Contact Information: Ann Laughner aflaughner@gmail.com or
757-651-4771. Additional details will be provided at a later date.
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All Saints’ Book Club celebrates this wonderful season.  Colleen and Mary are the co-administrators,
also humorously known as Partners in Bookish Crimes.  The Club’s next meeting is on January 16,
2023 at 2PM.  All are welcome, & they are currently polling for their next book choice.

Altar Flower Sign-Up: The Altar Flower Chart for 2023 is in the narthex. A donation of Altar Flowers
is a lovely way to honor or remember a loved one on the Sunday of your choice. The cost is $45. Make a
check payable to All Saints and note “Altar Flowers” in the memo line. The Flower Guild members will
purchase and arrange the flowers for you!

Watch for the Good Book Club, featuring the biblical stories of Ruth and Esther, books that explore
the faithfulness and courage of two remarkable women. Since 2018 The Good Book Club (TGBC) has
been a forum through which ALL Episcopalians join in reading the Bible as a community. Remarkably,
the percentage of people who reported reading the Bible on a daily basis increased from 45% to 73% in
its first year as a ministry of the Church.

Coming in early 2023:  Sacred Ground, an Episcopal 11-session video-driven formation process
designed to help participants learn about and understand the history of race relations in the U.S, and
ways that Christians can play an active role in advancing racial understanding, dialogue and
reconciliation/reparation. A group is likely to form in late Jan.-early Feb. See Wayne Barry for details.

Advent to Christmas Worship and Devotions

Sun. Dec. 18 - 4th Sunday of Advent - 8:30 and 10:30 am

- Festival of Lessons and Carols - 5:00 pm

Sat. Dec. 24 - Family Christmas Eve Service with Children’s Pageant
and Communion - 5:00 pm

- Festival Candlelight Christmas Eve Service with Organ, Choir and
Communion  - 7:00 pm

Sun. Dec. 25 - Christmas Day Service - 10:00 am! Christ Is Born!

Sun. Jan 1 - 2nd Sunday of Christmas/Happy New Year Service - 10:00 am

All Saints’ Episcopal Church
40 Pintail Trail, Southern Shores, NC 27949 Phone: 252-261-6674
E-mail address: allsaintsobx@gmail.com - Webpage: www.allsaintsobx.org
The Rev. Cynthia Simpson, Rector - rector@allsaintsobx.org All are welcome!
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