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Daily Devotional Readings, Parish Prayers, and Parish Birthdays and Anniversaries
August 2, 2026 — August 8, 2026
Good News Daily Devotional Readings

Sunday, August 2
Mark 3:20-30 “but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they are guilty of an eternal sin.” (v.29 NIV)

I cannot imagine the enormity of the sin of blasphemy, nor can I imagine the terrible consequences to the
soul of committing that sin to the end of its earthly life. The soul willingly and with foreknowledge rejects God’s offer
of forgiveness for sins and in so doing rejects God and salvation. More narrowly focused, the blasphemer may
attribute evil to Jesus as the Pharisees did, claiming that he had an impure spirit.

God loves every soul unconditionally. Every soul is precious. Christ is so enamored of souls that,
metaphorically, if he were a shepherd, he would leave his flock of 99 to go in search of the one that wandered away
and was lost. I feel great sorrow for those so misguided that they reject the opportunity to live in joy eternally. I
believe the Lord leads me to pray for these souls and to reach out to them, hoping they reevaluate their lives and turn
to God. I rejoice with God over souls that return to Him.

Judges 6:1-24; Psalms 93, 96; 2 Corinthians 9:6-15
Birthdays: Brittany Rodriguez, Aidan Souder, Connor Urias, Elizabeth Nicaise
Anniversaties: Ron & Susie Bolen

Monday, August 3
John 1:1-18 Yez to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God. (v.12)

For many years, I accepted this amazing gift. I figured I could escape hell—if by a hair’s breadth—by merely
believing. That was good enough for me. And I could turn my attention and efforts to the world.

How foolish. I missed so much joy and subjected myself to so much unnecessary anxiety and grief. As I
approached middle age, God began to show me the benefits in this life of a radical reorientation of my habitual nature.
I learned that Jesus called this reorientation “being reborn” and that it is a lifelong process, not a single act of assent.

Seeking union with God’s will is vastly more satisfying than pursuing success according to the world’s
standards. Even when the objectives of God and the world correspond, acts done for the love of God are more
fulfilling. I discovered that actively loving God with all my mind and heart brings joy and exultation; that prayer
changes me for the better; that making difficult sacrifices for love brings its own immediate and long-term rewards.
And there is so much more.

Judges 6:25-40; Psalm 80; Acts 2:37-47
Birthdays: Clayton Crusius
Anniversaties:



Tuesday, August 4
Judges 7:1-18 The L.ORD said to Gideon, “You have too many men. 1 cannot deliver Midian into their hands, or Lsrael wonld boast
against me, ‘My own strength has saved me.”” (v.2)

William Henley, the author of Invictus, tells me that I am the master of my fate, the captain of my soul. Indeed,
modern culture celebrates strong leaders who step up when things are difficult and meet challenges all by themselves
with resolute hearts and strong convictions of their personal invincibility. I have found it tempting, therefore, to take
charge and do it my way, especially in crisis conditions.

But God’s ways are not always our ways. Gideon’s seemingly impossible victory over tens of thousands of
enemy troops demonstrates this in dramatic fashion. Had Gideon done it his way, it is likely he and his men would
have perished. Clearly, Gideon was not the master of his fate, the captain of his soul.

Too often, hubris rather than God has been the support of my resolute heart and the source of my conviction.
Doing it my way and abandoning the search for God’s will has been an invitation to heartbreak. I am learning to listen
with humility to God communicating His will directly (intuitively) and through godly advisors, Scripture, and tradition.

Psalm 78:1-39; Acts 3:1-11; John 1:19-28

Birthdays: Mirta Vazquez
Anniversaries:

Wednesday, August 5
Psalm 119:97-120 Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. (v.105)

This verse suggests that Christians are on a journey to union with God, which may explain why disciples
initially were called followers of The Way. It reminds me to reflect on my spiritual growth, which I understand to be
a lifelong active process directed toward becoming the image of God rather than achieving a static state of being.

I am led to understand that my life is a journey up a path that is obscure, narrow and rutted with trials and
temptations. Otherwise, a lamp would be unnecessary. In my case, the spiritual journey has been interspersed with
great joys and long periods of dry uneventfulness. Nevertheless, I must be unswerving in my pursuit of the goal of
conformity to Christ, my model.

Finally, I cannot imagine myself becoming the completed image of God—perfect as God is perfect—while
still earthbound. And even in heaven, I believe the quest for godlike perfection will continue because God is infinite
and eternal.

Judges 7:19—38:12; Acts 3:12-26; John 1:29-42
Birthdays: Rachel Robertson, Christine Sturm, Paige Martin, Lea Rock
Anniversaries:

Thursday, August 6
Judges 8:22-35 No sooner had Gideon died than the Israelites again prostituted themselves to the Baals. They set up Baal-Berith as
their god. .. (v.33)

The theme is familiar. God saves a person or a people from an undesirable fate and later is abandoned as the
one saved turns to other gods.

In my case, there were two reasons for my drifting away early in life. The first was my habit of taking God for
granted, believing God existed and would save me, but considering Him irrelevant to most of everyday life.

Second, the allure of much that is not God attracted me. I did not appreciate that many of the world’s glittering
promises were shining baubles of great cost but little value. I finally realized that God was letting me find out for
myself how my other gods were benefiting me long term. A life review left me feeling empty: “Is this all there is?”

I found methods to help solve this problem that are, unfortunately, hard for me to implement well. I work to
maintain habits of praying to God frequently, listening for Him, demonstrating my love for Him by serving others,
and practicing His presence as often as possible every day.

Psalm 145; Acts 4:1-12; John 1:43-51
Birthdays: Dana Riggs, Teddy Alexander
Anniversaries:




Friday, August 7
John 2:1-12 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and his disciples
belzeved in him. (v.11)

As a young Christian, I loved God’s miracles. I loved to read about them, meditate on them, and talk to others
about them. Just as they nurtured the faith of the early Christians, they strengthened my faith. (Jesus turning water
into wine remains one of my favorites.)

However, my guides on the journey towards union with the Trinity made me question the wisdom of my
continued boundless fascination and involvement with miracles. God’s miracles, while good in themselves, are not
God. Union involves loving God with all I have, following His will, and loving my neighbors as Christ loves them.
Nowhere in that list is the necessity for miracles.

I learned that miracles may create awe and wonder, which may or may not lead to love of the one who
performed them. But miracles and awe and wonder are not ends in themselves; they may create distractions and hubris
in the beneficiaries and witnesses. Also, I should remember that even Satan can create signs and wonders that imitate
miracles.

Judges 9:1-16, 19-21; Psalm 88; Acts 4:13-31
Birthdays:
Anniversarties: Chris & Jana Groff

Saturday, August 8
Acts 4:32—5:11 Al the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they
shared everything they had. (v.32)

What led the early Christians to believe that their possessions were not their own to use as they please? What
was the logic behind the love that caused to them to turn their incomes from asset sales over to the apostles?

I don’t know for sure. I speculate that the disciples believed it was God who gifted them with the materials,
knowledge, creativity, opportunities, and individual potential to allow them to obtain income. Perhaps they figured
that effort and the willingness to risk on occasion were their only contributions. Probably they believed that all acts,
including financial transactions, should reflect the loving will of God. And who knew the will of God better than the
apostles?

If I believe that my income is largely a gift from God, I will not claim rights to it but will see its proper
allocation as my duty to God. In the absence of the apostles, I need to approach that task with a spirit of love,
obedience, prayer, and humility.

Judges 9:22-25, 50-57; Psalms 87, 90; John 2:13-25
Birthdays: Tara Mancine
Anniversaries:
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Collect: Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it cannot continue in safety
without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Awen.

Prayer: Visit this place, O Lord, and drive far from it all snares of the enemy; let your holy angels dwell with us to
preserve us in peace; and let your blessing be upon us always; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Awzen.



Parish Prayer Requests

Pray for: St. Nicholas’, Spring Branch

Pray for our weekly intercessions: Pray for Trinity Church, Victoria; and Trinity Church, Pharr.

Pray for our parishioners: Travis Kiker*, Brandi Woehler*, Nancy Priest*, Christopher Weaver*, Dolores Jones*,
Bob Thompson*, Helen Lynch*, Caroline Barnett*, John Throop*, Geoffrey Martin*, Jon Swanson*, Tom Braley*,
Martin Wizorek*, Katherine Turner*, Karen Rsshodes*, Tom Foster*, Martha Hubby*, Beverly & Charlie Hamlett*,
Alma & Patrick Garcia*, Terry and Linda Francis*, Ed & Angela Springer*, Kathryn Woehler*, John Worthington*,
Rodney & Catherine Gillespie*, *Randy Meriwether, Stephanie Cady, Judy Thompson, Kathy Wilkinson,

The Beckcom Family, Merlene Salmans, Beth Turner, Cora Beckcom, Art Roch

Pray for those who have served and are serving in our Armed Forces.

Pray for those who have died.

Pray for family & friends:

Richard Needham™® - brother of Sue Needbam

Robbie Branco* — former parent of STES student

Greg Norz & Cari Woolf Norz* — family of Frank Woolf

Tami Perez* — danghter of Beverly Wheeler

Rusty Felter* — father of Matt Felter

Peter Brazy* — friend of Kathy Lathrop

Kathy Rieth* — friend of Kathy Lathrop

Ayla Marie Clark* — daughter of Mary & Ed Clark

Catherine Armitage* — niece of Mary & Ed Clark

Helen Richt* — aunt of the Cady’s

Jan Deines*- sister of Carol Keith

Tanya Lemons* — daughter of Terry Francis

Raquel Davila*- sister-in-law of Rick & Amanda
Rodrignez

Cathy Cole-Perez* — parent of Greg & Lizzie Perez

Ed Bateman* - son of Barbara Bangh

Russell Schlicher* — brother of Dan Schlicher

April Hancock* - friend of John Throop

Lauren Huerster* - friend of Karin Anderson

Eric Knight* - friend of the Lynch Fanrily

Larry Lathrop* — brother-in-law of Kathy Lathrop

George & Darcy Needham™* — family of Sue Needham

Steve Lautenshlager™ — son of Gil Lantenschlager

Scott Simon* — parent of STES student

Erin, Shelby, & Aria Ball* — family of Sherry West

Rylynn Rodger* — friend of St. Thomas

Charles Rueve* — father of Lisa Nelson

Lena* — daughter-in-law of Nancy Lenzing

Glenda — friend of Mary Wells

Bess & Family - family of Courtney Jewett

Neddie Perez — friend of Nancy Emback

James Ferguson — friend of Nancy Emback

Don — friend of Nancy Emback

Austin — son of Carol Ann Britt

Nalah Newhouse — friend of Sarah Anderson

Barbie Gerloff & Family — friends of Sarah Anderson
Mason — family of Debra Copeland

Maira Ramirez — friend of St. Thomas

Kristie Miller — friend of St. Thomas

Mary Gabriel — friend of Mary Wells

Mary Phyllis Lutz — friend of Stephanie Cady

Ann Wilke — friend of Stephanie Cady

Mike Bowles & Family — son-in-law of Susanne O’Brien
Kristie Miller — friend of St. Thomas

Janet Deyong — friend of the Beckcon’s

Nancy Pittman — friend of Sue Rathbone

Peter Holdren — friend of St. Thomas

Don Gabriel — friend of Mary Wells

Brian Brown & Family — friends of Maria Weaver
Makenna - friend of St. Thomas

Mike Baird — friend of The Lukefahr’s

Bobby Garza — friend of John & Carol Keith

Bob Coffman — friend of Stephanie Cady

Patricia Adams — friend of John & Carol Keith

Chris & Denise — son & danghter-in-law of Mary Wells

To submit names to the Prayer List, email stthomaschurch@tom1604.otg. Please indicate
whether the person is a parishioner, family member, or friend and if they should remain on our
long-term prayer list or short-term prayer list.
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