ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL
CHURCH + SCHOOL

Worship | Study | Friendship | Compassion
October 4, 2026—10:00AM

If you are watching online, please fill out an online Connection Card by clicking the link in the
comments. If you are in person, you can find a Connection Card in the church pews.

Sermon Series:

Unshakable:
Joy and Peace for Anxious People
September 20th - October 11th

What if your peace didn’t depend on your
circumstances? Today, we continue our series,
Unshakable: Joy & Peace for Anxions People, a tour-
week journey through Philippians.  Written
from a prison cell, Philippians reminds us that
true joy and peace aren’t dependent on our
circumstances but are found in Christ.
Together, we’ll discover what it means to live
with a joy that circumstances can’t steal, break
free from the pressure to prove ourselves, and
experience the peace of God that guards our
hearts and minds. No matter what you’re facing,
you can have an unshakable hope.

Blessing of the Pets
Today, October 4th, 4:00pm in the Courtyard

Join us as we celebrate and give thanks for the
special blessing our pets bring to our lives. All
pets welcome! Pets must be on a leash or in a crate

for safeny,

Youth Sunday Hangout:
Study Hall & Snacks

Today, October 4th
4:00—6:00pm in the Woehler Family Center
Youth 6th - 12th Grade

Need a place to catch up on homework, get
organized, or check something off your to-do
list> Come hang out with friends, get some
schoolwork done, and enjoy plenty of snacks
along the way. Bring your homework, a friend,
and come ready to get things done!

Cold Weather Clothing Drive
October 4th - October 18th

The Community Outreach Ministry is collecting
cold weather clothing for Christian Assistance
Ministry (CAM). CAM is in need of new or
gently used coats, sweaters, gloves, and scarves
for men, women, and children. Please bring all
donations to Gosnell Hall by Sunday, October
18th.

St. Thomas Ofrenda

In honor of All Saints' and All Souls' Day, St.
Thomas is displaying an Ofrenda in
Gosnell Hall. An Ofrenda is an altar honoring
loved ones who have passed. Please bring
pictures (in frames), candles and other small
items to display, to honor the saints that have
gone before us. Items will remain on the
Ofrenda until we honor them on All Saints' Day.

Family Night Out

Thursday, October 22nd, 5:00pm —7:00pm
Big’z Burger Joint - 2303 N Loop 1604 W.

Everyone is welcome for an evening of food,
fun, and fellowship. Bring your whole family and
enjoy a great time together as we connect and
build community. We look forward to seeing you
there.

Grounded in God

Our annual pledge drive begins next week.
Pledge cards will be mailed to each member
household. You can also submit your pledge
online at www.tom1604.org/online-giving.
Pledge cards are due by November 1st. Thank
you for your generosity!



The Holy Eucharist, Rite II
The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 4, 2026 * 10:00 AM

‘ X [ orship lies at the heart of the Christian life. 1t is in worship that we express our theology and define onr

identity. 1t is through encountering God within worship that we are formed and transformed as the people of
God. One of the glories of the Episcopal Church is its liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forms,
words, and actions through which public worship is conducted.

The people’s responses are in bold.

This type of note, offering directions about the service is called a “rubric,” which comes from the Latin word rubrica
(red) referring to a time when these instructional notes were always written in red.

THE ENTRANCE RITE
THE VOLUNTARY
THE WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
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1 God, whose giv-ing knows no end-ing, from your rich and end -less store:
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THE OPENING ACCLAMATION

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

— |

BoOoOK OF COMMON PRAYER 355

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY

The collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of the day or season of the
Church year. It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in the scriptures for the day.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GLORIA * S 280

Robert Powell

The ordinary of the mass employs texts that remain the same for every mass. In the Latin mass the Kyrie, Gloria,
Credo, Sanctus and Benedictus, and the Agnus dei are the five parts of the mass that remain the same every week.
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THE WORD OF GOD

The proper of the mass are the scriptural texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The collect, lessons, psalm,
Gospel and preface to the communion liturgy are propers. Our lessons come from a prescribed cycle of readings
called the lectionary. "The lectionary consists of a three year cycle: Year. Each year we retell the story from Advent
throngh Pentecost.



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

The collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of the day or season of the
Church year. It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in the scriptures for the day.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to
give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy,
torgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things
for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus
Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

THE CHILDREN’S CHOIR ANTHEM

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON

We invite your child to join onr Children’s Church program this morning! Children ages 3 through 5th grade are
invited to come up for the children’s sermon and then follow our Children’s Church Leader, to a classroom down the
hallway in onr education wing. After the exchange of the peace, children are ushered back to their seats.

THE FIRST READING Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20

This reading is tpically from the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) which Jesus knew and from which be often
referred or guoted.

'Then God spoke all these words:

2l am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me.

*You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven
above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.

"You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will
not acquit anyone who misuses his name.

$Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labor and do all your
work.

12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the
LORD your God is giving you.

13You shall not murder.

14You shall not commit adultery.

15You shall not steal.

16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

"You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or
male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
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18When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and
the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, ?and said to
Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.”
20Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put
the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin’

The Word of the Lotd.
Thanks be to God.

PSAIM 19 sung by the choir Caeli enarrant

The psalms are sung prayers that cover every mood of humanity’s relationship with God and one another. The
psalm is a response to hearing the Old Testament lesson and usnally it relates to the themes heard in the lesson.

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, *
and the firmament shows his handiwork.
2 One day tells its tale to another, *
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
3 Although they have no words or language, *
and their voices are not heard,
4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
and their message to the ends of the world.
5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again; *
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
7 The law of the LORD is perfect
and revives the soul; *
the testimony of the LORD is sure
and gives wisdom to the innocent.
8 The statutes of the LORD are just
and rejoice the heart; *
the commandment of the LLORD is clear
and gives light to the eyes.
9 The fear of the LLORD is clean
and endures for ever; *
the judgments of the LORD are true
and righteous altogether.
10 More to be desired are they than gold,
more than much fine gold, *
sweeter far than honey,
than honey in the comb.



11 By them also is your servant enlightened, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.
12 Who can tell how often he offends? *
cleanse me from my secret faults.
13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me; *
then shall I be whole and sound,
and innocent of a great offense.
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in your sight, *
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.

THE EPISTLE Philippians 3:4b-14

This reading from the New Testament is typically from a letter (epistle) from Paul to the early Church, the Acts of
the Apostles, or the Revelation to John.

#]f anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: Scircumcised on the
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; %as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless.

"Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than
that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in
order that I may gain Christ %and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own
that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from
God based on faith. 1T want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the
sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 'if somehow I may attain the
resurrection from the dead.

12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to
make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 3Beloved, I do not consider
that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on towards the goal for the prize of the
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lotd.
Thanks be to God.
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THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:33-46

This reading is taken from one of the four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, which depict the life,
teachings, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel is the summit of the Liturgy of
the Word and means “g00d news” and specifically the good news of Jesus. We stand for the Gospel reading to show
respect for the particular importance of Jesus’ words and actions.

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

3isten to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence
around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watch-tower. Then he leased it to tenants and
went to another country. 3*When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the
tenants to collect his produce. 3°But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed
another, and stoned another. 3°Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they
treated them in the same way. ’Finally he sent his son to them, saying, “They will respect
my son.”

3But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, “This is the heir; come, let us
kill him and get his inheritance.” 3So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and
killed him. “Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
tenants?’ 4'They said to him, ‘He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.

#Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures:

“The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord's doing,

and it is amazing in our eyes’’?
“Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a
people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 4The one who falls on this stone will be
broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.’

#When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was
speaking about them. #They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they
regarded him as a prophet.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Rev. Mike Michie
The sermon directly follows the Gospel because it illuminates the scriptural readings and relates them to daily life.



THE NICENE CREED BCP 358

The word “creed” comes from the Latin word “credo” which means I believe. First formulated at the Council of
Nicaea in 325 AD and confirmed in 381 AD, the Nicene Creed is said at the Holy Eucharist and reflects the
Christian belief in the Holy Trinity and the relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

‘ x [ € believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, FORM VI BCP 392

We pray for onrselves and particularly on bebalf of others. In our prayers we pray for the for Universal Church,
the nation and all who govern, the welfare of the world, the concerns of our commmunity of faith, including those
who are in need or suffer, and for the departed. We are reminded in prayer that we are part of a larger fellowship,
the Church—the Body of Christ.

The Leader and People pray responsively
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
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For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, for David and Angela, our Bishops, and for all bishops and
other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Stilence. The People may add their own petitions.

Hear us, Lotd,
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Stilence. The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Stlence. The People may add their own petitions.

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

Stilence. The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

THE CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION BCP 360

Confessing our sins, receiving forgiveness (absolution), and showing signs of peace to one another prepare us to
receive Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

Leader and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

THE BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY PRAYERS
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THE HoLy COMMUNION

Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, confessed our sins, received forgiveness and shared in the
peace, we are prepared for Holy Communion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what God
has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and in the money we give.

All are invited to mafke a gift to support St. Thomas’ ministry of sharing Gods love with the world.
The altar is prepared for Holy Comminnion.

THE OFFERTORY John Carter

Fight the good fight with all your might;
Christ is your strength, and Christ is your right;
Lay hold on life, and it shall be

Your joy and crown eternally.

Cast care aside; upon your Guide
Lean, and his mercy will provide;
Lean, and the trusting soul shall prove
Christ is its life, and Christ its love.

Run the straight race through God's good grace; Faint not, nor fear, his arms are near;
Lift up your eyes, and seek his face.
Life with its way before us lies;

Christ is the path, and Christ the prize.

He changes not, and you are dear;
Only believe, and own it true
That Christ is all in all to you.

THE DOXOLOGY Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A BCP 361

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. (Here a Proper Preface is sung or said.) Therefore we
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continnes

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had
tallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for
ever. AMEN.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP 364
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE FRACTION ANTHEM
The presider breaks the bread.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

THE INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving,
The people are invited to come forward to receive communion. Gluten —free wafers are available. Inform the priest

when they come to yon.

Individnal prayers for healing are offered in the Chapel of the Cross. We enconrage you to visit them after receiving

COMMUNIOnN.

THE HYMN e 641 Southwell
THE HYMN ¢ 684 Caithness
THE HYMN ¢ 693 Woodworth
THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER BCP 365

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE SENDING OUT

We send you out to share the communion today.
May you carry the prayers of all of us as you take this sacrament of Christ’s
presence.

May those who receive it from you be strengthened and encouraged in that community we
have together in our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

THE BLESSING
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THE HYMN ¢ 473 Crucifer

Refrain
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Words: George William Kitchin (1827-1912) and Michael Robert Newbolt (1874-1956). Copyright © 1974 by Hope Publishing
Co., Carol Stream, IL. 60188). All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Crucifer, Sydney Hugo Nicholson (1875-1947);
desc. Richard Proulx (b. 1937). Copyright © 1974 by Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL. 60188). All rights reserved. Used
by permission.

THE DISMISSAL

Alleluia, alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

THE VOLUNTARY
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Discipleship Hour—Sundays at 9:00am

Teach Us to Pray:
The Collect as Window into the Church Year
September 20th - October 11th
in the Parish Hall led by Fr. Mike

Join us for this four-week discipleship class as we
explore how the Collects of the Book of Com-
mon Prayer teach us to pray and deepen our un-
derstanding of the Christian year. Together we'll
discover how these beautiful prayers shape our
taith through every season. All are welcome!

Upcoming Class:

Teach Us to Number Our Days:
A Deep Dive into Psalm 90
October 18th—November 1st

in the Parish Hall led by Fr. Mike

What can Psalm 90 teach us about living faithfully
in the face of our mortality? We’ll explore Moses’
prayer as it moves from the eternity of God and
the brevity of life to the weight of sin and, finally,
the hope of restoration and lasting meaning;

Children’s Sunday School
Ages 3 - 5th grade, in Room 112

Each Sunday, children will journey through the
Old Testament. Using Bible stories, prayer, activ-
ities, and conversation, kids will grow in faith,
experience God’s love, and learn what it means
to follow Jesus.

Discipleship for Moms
in Room 111 led by Paige Martin

This fall we’re walking through _4bide by Jen
Wilkin, a study of John’s letters and the call to
remain in Christ’s love. As we gather around
Scripture, prayer, and conversation, we’ll en-
courage one another and make room to listen
for God’s presence during everyday life.

Youth Group Series: Identity & Belonging
September 20th — October 11th
6th - 12th grade, in Room 109

In a world that offers countless voices telling us
who we are, this four-week series explores the
unchanging truth of our identity in Christ.
Through Scripture, conversation, and shared ex-
periences, we'll discover what it means to belong
as beloved children of God while growing in
trust and community together.

Upcoming Youth Group Series:
Faith in Action & Justice
October 18th — November 15th
6th - 12th grade, in Room 109

Faith is more than what we believe—it shapes
how we treat others and respond to the world
around us. Together, we’ll wrestle with what it
means to seek justice, practice mercy, love our
neighbors, and have the courage to speak up
when something isn’t right.

St. Thomas Fall Festival
Sunday, October 25th, 4:00pm — 6:00pm

Bring the whole family out for an afternoon of fall fun and festive excitement.
Enjoy Trunk or Treat, food, crafts, games, and more—fun for all ages!

We need YOU to make it happen!

We're looking for volunteers and creative trunks to help bring the fun to life.
Scan the QR code to register today.
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