
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

Worship | Study | Friendship | Compassion 
August 16, 2026—10:00AM 

 

If  you are watching online, please fill out an online Connection Card by clicking the link in the 
comments. If  you are in person, you can find a Connection Card in the church pews. 

Sermon Series 
 

Seventy-Seven Times:  
The Freedom of  Forgiveness 
August 16th - September 13th 

Today we begin a new sermon series 
called Seventy-Seven Times: The Freedom of  
Forgiveness. Over five weeks we'll work 
through some of  Scripture's most searching 
texts on forgiveness — from Joseph and his 
brothers, to Paul's counsel in Romans, to 
Jesus' own parable of  the unforgiving 
servant. This is not a series about trying 
harder or letting things go cheaply. It's about 
the freedom that becomes possible when we 
understand how much we ourselves have 
been forgiven. We hope you'll join us — and 
bring someone with you. 

 

Youth Back to School Bash 
 

Sunday, August 30th 
4:00–6:00pm at Main Event 
1911 North Loop 1604 East 

 

Youth in 6th–12th grade are invited to join 
us for an afternoon of  fun as we celebrate 
the start of  a new school year! Enjoy 
bowling, fellowship, and time together with 
friends. Come ready for a great evening of  
fun and connection. 

 
Ice Cream After Church 

 

Cool off  and enjoy a sweet treat with us. Join 
us every Sunday after church for ice cream 
and fellowship in the courtyard.   

 

Discipleship Hour  
Returns September 20th 

Sundays at 9:00am 
 

Annual Church Picnic & Rally Day 
 

Sunday, September 13th 
11:30am in the Woehler Family Center 

 

Join us for a time of  fellowship. You will have 
the opportunity to learn about and sign-up for 
the different ministries we offer at St. Thomas. 
Please bring a side or dessert to share. Meat and 
drinks provided. 
 

Volunteer Opportunity: 
Saturday, September 12th at 4:00pm 

 

We are looking for adult and youth volunteers 
to help prepare and set-up for the picnic, 
including setting up tables and chairs. Students 
can earn service hours for their participation. 
We would love your help in getting everything 
ready for a wonderful day of  fellowship!  
 
 

Little Blessings: Nursery Refresh Drive 
 

St. Thomas is refreshing our nursery! Help us 
create a welcoming space for our youngest 
members with new toys, books, furniture, 
storage, and nursery essentials. Scan the QR 
code to shop our Amazon Wish List.  
 

Please note: We kindly ask that all gifts be 
new items purchased from the wish list. We 
are unable to accept used toys or previously 
owned items.  
 

Thank you for helping us create a safe, joyful 
space where our little ones can learn, play, and 
grow in God’s love. 
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The Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 16, 2026  • 10:00 AM  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

W orship lies at the heart of  the Christian life. It is in worship that we express our theology and define our 
identity. It is through encountering God within worship that we are formed and transformed as the people of  

God. One of  the glories of  the Episcopal Church is its liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forms, 
words, and actions through which public worship is conducted.   
 

The people’s responses are in bold. 
 

This type of  note, offering directions about the service is called a “rubric,” which comes from the Latin word rubrica 
(red) referring to a time when these instructional notes were always written in red. 
 

 
THE ENTRANCE RITE 

 

THE VOLUNTARY  
 

Where true charity and love are, God is always there  Arr G. Near 
 
THE WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THE HYMN • 609 Gardiner 
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THE OPENING ACCLAMATION  BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER 355 
 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

The collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of  the day or season of  the 
Church year.  It summarizes the attributes of  God as revealed in the scriptures for the day.  
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE GLORIA • S 280 Robert Powell 
 

The ordinary of  the mass employs texts that remain the same for every mass.  In the Latin mass the Kyrie, Gloria, 
Credo, Sanctus and Benedictus, and the Agnus dei are the five parts of  the mass that remain the same every week. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
 

The proper of  the mass are the scriptural texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The collect, lessons, psalm, 
Gospel and preface to the communion liturgy are propers. Our lessons come from a prescribed cycle of  readings 
called the lectionary.  The lectionary consists of  a three year cycle: Year. Each year we retell the story from Advent 
through Pentecost.   
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

The collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of  the day or season of  the 
Church year.  It summarizes the attributes of  God as revealed in the scriptures for the day. 

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an 
example of  godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of  his redeeming work, 
and to follow daily in the blessed steps of  his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.  

 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

We invite your child to join our Children’s Church program this morning! Children ages 3 through 5th grade are 
invited to come up for the children’s sermon and then follow our Children’s Church Leader, to a classroom down the 
hallway in our education wing. After the exchange of  the peace, children are ushered back to their seats. 
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THE FIRST READING  Genesis 45:1-15 
 

This reading is typically from the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) which Jesus knew and from which he often 
referred or quoted. 

 

1Then Joseph could no longer control himself  before all those who stood by him, and he 
cried out, ‘Send everyone away from me.’ So no one stayed with him when Joseph made 
himself  known to his brothers. 2And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the 
household of  Pharaoh heard it. 3Joseph said to his brothers, ‘I am Joseph. Is my father still 
alive?’ But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 
 

4Then Joseph said to his brothers, ‘Come closer to me.’ And they came closer. He said, ‘I 
am your brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed, or 
angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve 
life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in 
which there will be neither ploughing nor harvest. 7God sent me before you to preserve for 
you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who 
sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of  all his house and 
ruler over all the land of  Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, “Thus says 
your son Joseph, God has made me lord of  all Egypt; come down to me, do not 
delay. 10You shall settle in the land of  Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your 
children and your children's children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you 
have. 11I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of  famine to come—so 
that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.” 12And now 
your eyes and the eyes of  my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to 
you. 13You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all that you have 
seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.’ 14Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin's 
neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15And he kissed all his brothers and 
wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him. 
 

The Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 133 Spoken responsively by half  verse Ecce, quam bonum! 
 

The psalms are sung prayers that cover every mood of  humanity’s relationship with God and one another. The 
psalm is a response to hearing the Old Testament lesson and usually it relates to the themes heard in the lesson.  

 

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 
when brethren live together in unity! 

2 It is like fine oil upon the head * 
that runs down upon the beard, 

3 Upon the beard of  Aaron, * 
and runs down upon the collar of  his robe. 

4 It is like the dew of  Hermon * 
that falls upon the hills of  Zion. 

5 For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: * 
life for evermore. 
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THE EPISTLE Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
 

This reading from the New Testament is typically from a letter (epistle) from Paul to the early Church, the Acts of  
the Apostles, or the Revelation to John. 

 

1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself  am an Israelite, a 
descendant of  Abraham, a member of  the tribe of  Benjamin. 2God has not rejected his 
people whom he foreknew.  
 

29For the gifts and the calling of  God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once disobedient to 
God but have now received mercy because of  their disobedience, 31so they have now been 
disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive 
mercy. 32For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.  
 

The Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

THE HYMN  Merton 

 
 
 
 
 
 



7 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 15:21-28 
 

This reading is taken from one of  the four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, which depict the life, 
teachings, death, resurrection, and ascension of  our Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel is the summit of  the Liturgy of  
the Word and means “good news” and specifically the good news of  Jesus. We stand for the Gospel reading to show 
respect for the particular importance of  Jesus’ words and actions. 
 

The Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of  Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, ‘Have mercy on me, 
Lord, Son of  David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.’ 23But he did not answer her at 
all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting 
after us.’ 24He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of  the house of  Israel.’ 25But she 
came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ 26He answered, ‘It is not fair to take the 
children's food and throw it to the dogs.’ 27She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their masters' table.’ 28Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great is your 
faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.’ And her daughter was healed instantly.  
 

The Gospel of  the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE SERMON  The Rev. Mike Michie 
 

The sermon directly follows the Gospel because it illuminates the scriptural readings and relates them to daily life. 
 
THE NICENE CREED  BCP 358 
 

The word “creed” comes from the Latin word “credo” which means I believe. First formulated at the Council of  
Nicaea in 325 AD and confirmed in 381 AD, the Nicene Creed is said at the Holy Eucharist and reflects the 
Christian belief  in the Holy Trinity and the relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   

 

W e believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  heaven and earth, of  
all that is, seen and unseen.  

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God, eternally begotten of  the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of  one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of  the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of  the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He 
has spoken through the Prophets.  
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of  sins. We look for the resurrection of  the dead, and the life of  
the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, FORM VI  BCP 392 
 

We pray for ourselves and particularly on behalf  of  others. In our prayers we pray for the for Universal Church, 
the nation and all who govern, the welfare of  the world, the concerns of  our community of  faith, including those 
who are in need or suffer, and for the departed. We are reminded in prayer that we are part of  a larger fellowship, 
the Church—the Body of  Christ.  
 

The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

For the just and proper use of  your creation; 
For the victims of  hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of  trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the peace and unity of  the Church of  God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, for David and Angela, our Bishops, and for all bishops and 
other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

For the special needs and concerns of  this congregation. 
 

Silence. The People may add their own petitions. 
 

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of  this life. 
 

Silence. The People may add their own thanksgivings 
 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
 

Silence. The People may add their own petitions. 
 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
 

Silence. The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
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THE CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION BCP 360 
 

Confessing our sins, receiving forgiveness (absolution), and showing signs of  peace to one another prepare us to 
receive Christ in the Sacrament of  Holy Communion.  

 

Leader and People 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
 

The peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

THE BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY PRAYERS 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Having listened to the Word of  God, affirmed our faith, confessed our sins, received forgiveness and shared in the 
peace, we are prepared for Holy Communion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of  what God 
has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and in the money we give.  
 

All are invited to make a gift to support St. Thomas’  ministry of  sharing God’s love with the world. 
 

The altar is prepared for Holy Communion.  
 

THE OFFERTORY  
 

Where true charity and love are, God is always there  Arr A. Bullard 
 
THE DOXOLOGY Old 100th 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A BCP 361 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth. (Here a Proper Preface is sung or said.) Therefore 
we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of  
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your Name: 
 

THE SANCTUS • S 125 Richard Proulx 

 

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of  us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of  all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me."  
 

After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of  me." 
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of  faith:  
  

 Celebrant and People 
 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.  
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

We celebrate the memorial of  our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of  praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of  your Son, 
the holy food and drink of  new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of  your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. AMEN.  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP 364 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE FRACTION ANTHEM  
 

The presider breaks the bread. 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

THE INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
 

The Gifts of  God for the People of  God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

The people are invited to come forward to receive communion. Gluten –free wafers are available. Inform the priest 
when they come to you. 
 

Individual prayers for healing are offered in the Chapel of  the Cross. We encourage you to visit them after receiving 
communion.  
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THE HYMN • 581 Cheshire 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



13 

 

THE HYMN • 300 Benifold 
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THE HYMN • 684 Caithness 
 

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER  BCP 365 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of  your Son our  Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of  his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of  
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE SENDING OUT 
 

We send you out to share the communion today.  
May you carry the prayers of  all of  us as you take this sacrament of  Christ’s 
presence.  
 

May those who receive it from you be strengthened and encouraged in that community we 
have together in our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

THE BLESSING 
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THE HYMN • 376 Hymn to Joy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

THE VOLUNTARY  
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Prayer Requests 
 

Submit a prayer request by filling out a prayer card 
located in the pew or by contacting the church office. 

 
Connection Card 

 

Need to sign up for our weekly email 
list? New to St. Thomas? Are you 
looking to become a member? 
Connect with us by filling out a 
connection card located in the pew or 
by scanning the QR code. 

 
Follow us on Social Media 

 

 
 

Donate Online 
Scan the QR code to donate today 

 

 
 
 
 

St. Thomas Healing Ministry  
 

The St. Thomas Healing Ministry offers prayers in the 
Chapel of the Cross (located to the left of the altar) on 
Sundays at 8:00am and 10:00am. If you are interested in 
joining the group, learning about healing, or in need of 
concentrated prayers contact the church office or fill 
out a connection card.  
 

Wear a Name Tag! 
 

Do you have a St. Thomas nametag? We encourage you 
to wear one on Sunday. Don’t have a nametag? Visit 
Membership & Growth Coordinator, Sarah Anderson at 
the Welcome Table in Gosnell Hall and we’ll make you 
one. All name tags will be ready in 2-3 weeks from sign 
up date. Please look at our name tag display in Gosnell 
Hall for pick-up on Sunday.  

 
Download our App 

 

View your giving history, explore the 
member directory, check the calendar, 
read bulletins, catch up on sermons, and 
more — all from your phone or tablet. 
Scan the QR code to download it today. 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church + School 
An inclusive and kind church that learns and serves together 

Worship | Study | Friendship | Compassion 

Children’s Music Program 

Give your child the opportunity to grow in faith and music! In a fun and supportive 
environment, children will sing, play, and explore the joy of  making music together 
while building confidence, creativity, teamwork, and a lifelong love of  music. Most 
importantly, they will learn to use their voices to sing God's praise and discover His 
love through music. For more information, contact Director of  Children’s Music, 
Laurel at lchristensen@tom1604.org. Register using the QR code.  

Cherubs 
Ages Kinder - 1st Grade 

Wednesdays, 5:00pm-6:00pm 
Begins September 9th 

 

Junior Choristers 
Ages 2nd - 5th Grade 

Wednesdays, 4:30pm-6:00pm 
Begins September 9th 

 

Senior Choristers 
Ages 6th Grade - 12th Grade 
Sundays, 11:00am - 12:00pm 

Begins September 20th 




