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Daily Devotional Readings, Parish Prayers, and Parish Birthdays and Anniversaries
June 7, 2026 — June 13, 2026
Good News Daily Devotional Readings

Sunday, June 7
Luke 12:32-40 “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (v.34 NRSV)

A Jesuit once wrote that we have been given the same Word, graced by the same Holy Spirit, and nourished
at the same table as any of the great saints of the ages. Here are the wondrous gifts God has given us: His Word, His
only Son, His Scriptures, His Church, and His Holy Spirit within it inspiring, guiding, urging us on. Also, His
Sacraments feeding, sustaining, and strengthening us on our journey home.

If you watch the news on TV every evening and you see all the ads for fancy cars, good food, and endless
remedies for indigestion, you might think that we believe material things are our greatest treasure. But you would be
wrong. Years ago, during the dark days of September 2001, we read many stories of heroic courage, endurance, and
love. Goodness, greatness, and love became far more visible in NYC and in our whole country than ever before.
Kindness, gentleness, and service are flourishing today.

Our Lord Christ has indeed gifted us with the very same treasure he has given any of the saints.

Ecclesiastes 6:1-12; Psalms 24, 29; Acts 10:9-23

Birthdays: Sherry Mathers, Bill Oslin
Anniversaties:

Monday, June 8
Matthew 15:21-28 “Lord, help me.” (v.25b)

It has been said that there are no atheists in foxholes, which simply means that when we find ourselves in a
desperate, ghastly, fearful situation, we return to God and cry for help. Most of us during our teens and 20’s decide
that we can get along quite well without God. We may even decide, as I temporarily did, that there is no God.

C. S. Lewis once wrote, “God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our
pains. It is His megaphone to arouse a deaf world.” God is not the cause of our sorrows. Our misuse of His greatest
gift, free will, is usually the root cause of the pain in a hurting world.

When we viewed the absolute horrifying spectacle of the two World Trade Towers crumbling into dust
because of the evil action of others, millions returned to God and to prayer. He was there with everyone who died.
He was there with every fireman and policeman who rushed into the buildings, at the cost of their own lives, to try
to save others. He has been with every person who has tried to comfort the bereaved. God grant us the wisdom and
courage to respond wholeheartedly to His great love, forgiveness, and acceptance.

Ecclesiastes 7:1-14; Psalms 56, 57, 58; Galatians 4:12-20

Birthdays:
Anniversaries:

Tuesday, June 9
Matthew 15:29-39 And all of them ate and were filled; and they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. (v.37)
Jesus’ feeding of the four or five thousand men (besides women and children) is such an important story
that each of the Evangelists tells it at least once and Mark shares the miracle twice. However, the verse that always
deeply troubles me in the story is found in each of the Synoptic Gospels: “You give them something to eat” (Mark
6:37). Our Lord expected his disciples then, and he expects his followers today, to share the abundance of the
blessings he has poured upon us. He doesn’t want any of us to be hungry, homeless, or destitute. In John’s version
of the gospel, Philip talks about how much money it would take to feed such a crowd, but Andrew turns to the




people for help. “There is a lad here who has five loaves of bread and two fish,” Andrew says. Our Lord then prays
and everyone is fed. Money alone won’t solve our problems. People listening to guidance from our Heavenly Father
can, with His help, change, renew, and transform His world into what God has always intended it to be—Heaven
on earth.

Ecclesiastes 8:14—9:10; Psalms 61, 62; Galatians 4:21-31

Birthdays: Andrew Reichert, Lee Snodgrass
Anniversaties: Lee & Mary Wells

Wednesday, June 10
Galatians 5:1-15 The whole law is summed up in a single commandment, Y on shall love your neighbor as yourself. (v.14)

In today’s epistle, Paul tells us that the whole law is summed up in a single commandment: “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus, when speaking of his way, urges us again and again to love God with all our heart,
with all our mind, strength, and will, and then to love others as we love ourselves. Jesus asks even more of us. The
night before he died, he urged us to love others the way he loves us.

How can we possibly love others the way Jesus loves us? Thomas Merton, the famous Trappist monk, once
wrote that learning to love others is the most creative and difficult work any of us can ever attempt. Perhaps our
first successful step in this journey from self-centeredness to self-giving love comes as we realize our need and ask
for God’s help. He never asks anything of us that He is not more than willing to help us do. So, “Ask, and it will be
given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you” (Luke 11:9).

Ecclesiastes 9:11-18; Psalm 72; Matthew 16:1-12

Birthdays: Madelyn Snodgrass
Anniversaties: James & Virginia Lukefahr

Thursday, June 11
Matthew 16:13-20 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” (v.10)

My most frequent and fervent prayer during these troubled times is, “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living
God, have mercy upon all of us sinners and teach us to love the way You do.” When he answers my prayer, we will
be rid of all the evil Paul writes about in today’s epistle: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities,
strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissension, factions, envy, and drunkenness. We will be showing forth the fruit of the
Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. We will be able to
answer our Lord’s question to Peter in today’s gospel: “Who do you say that I am?” (v.15b). We will be able to give
the best possible answer that anyone could ever give: “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” God’s
kingdom will have come and His will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Lord Jesus Christ, hear our prayer. Save us and help us, we beseech Thee, oh Lord.

Ecclesiastes 11:1-8; Psalms 70, 71; Galatians 5:16-24

Birthdays: Mark Thomae
Anniversaties:



Friday, June 12
Matthew 16:21-28 “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” (v.24)

Whenever I read this verse, I think of a prayer by Karl Rahner, a great theologian quoted in a small book of
prayers by Jesuits, Hearts on Fire. In his prayer he implores our Heavenly Father; “O God, give me the courage and
strength to be worthy of being called a Christian.” Who among us has become so mature, so unselfish, that they think
of others before himself? Who is so mature that he has grown beyond self-centeredness? Who among us is willing
not just to wear a beautiful, jeweled cross, but to carry a large, rough, heavy one?

Our hope centers in God’s promise: “I will never leave you or forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5), and in His Holy
Spirit abiding within us. Nourished and empowered by His Word and His table, we joy in His love and continue to
pray earnestly: “O God, give me the courage and strength to be worthy of being called a Christian.”

Ecclesiastes 11:9—12:14; Psalm 69: Galatians 5:25—6:10

Birthdays:
Anniversaties: Rodney & Catherine Gillespie, Tom & Susanne O’Brien

Saturday, June 13
Matthew 17:1-13 “This is my Son, the loved; with him 1 am well pleased; listen to him.” (v.5)

In the gospel story of the wedding in Cana of Galilee, the mother of Jesus commands the servants to do
whatever her son tells them to do (John 2:5). In today’s passage God, our heavenly Father, commands us to listen to
His Son, His Beloved. What better advice could they possibly give us? Do whatever he tells you to do and listen to
Him.

If we are going to do whatever he tells us to do, we are indeed going to have to listen and that requires, from
each of us daily, some quiet time alone with our Lord. Many of us use the Jesus Prayer: “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of
the living God, have mercy upon me, a sinner,” to do what the Quakers call center down. Become a quiet listener with
your mind and heart as well as your ears. Keep repeating the prayer to replace the distractions, which will inevitably
come. Sometimes, more often than not, we feel as if nothing profound has happened during our quiet time. There
are other times when we know a deep peace and joy that Paul once called “the peace which surpasses all
understanding” (Philippians 4:7). Best of all there are times when we are reassured that our Lord’s love, presence, and

guidance are and will always be with us.
Numbers 3:1-13; Psalms 75, 76; Galatians 6:11-18

Birthdays:
Anniversaries:

by Sister Mary Michael
Used with permission from the BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP
PO Box 380, Winter Park, FI. 32790
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Collect: O God, from whom all good proceeds: Grant that by your inspiration we may think those things that are
right, and by your merciful guiding may do them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Awen.

Prayer: Lord our God, we stand before you and rejoice that we may have fellowship with you through the Lord Jesus
Christ. Grant us the light of your Spirit. Grant our hearts strength for life. Open for us the paths of life, that we may
find joy and hope in spite of all the suffering we must go through on earth. Let all humankind be entrusted to your
care. Rule over them with your power, whether they are aware of it or not, and take world history into your hands so
that all people may receive your mercy. Amen.



Parish Prayer Requests

Pray for: St. Nicholas’, Spring Branch

Pray for our weekly intercessions: Pray for the summer camping programs, and all serving at our camps this

summer.

Pray for our parishioners: Travis Kiker*, Brandi Woehler*, Nancy Priest*, Christopher Weaver*, Dolores Jones*,
Bob Thompson*, Helen Lynch*, Caroline Barnett*, John Throop*, Geoffrey Martin*, Jon Swanson*, Tom Braley*,
Martin Wizorek*, Katherine Turner*, Karen Rsshodes*, Tom Foster*, Martha Hubby*, Beverly & Charlie Hamlett*,
Alma & Patrick Garcia*, Terry and Linda Francis*, Ed & Angela Springer*, Kathryn Woehler*, John Worthington*,
Rodney & Catherine Gillespie*, *Randy Meriwether, Stephanie Cady, Judy Thompson, Julia Crusius,

Virginia Lukefahr, Kathy Wilkinson, The Beckcom Family, Merlene Salmans, Beth Turner, Cora Beckcom

Pray for those who have served and are serving in our Armed Forces.

Pray for those who have died.

Pray for family & friends:

Richard Needham™® - brother of Sue Needbam

Robbie Branco* — former parent of STES student

Greg Norz & Cari Woolf Norz* — family of Frank Woolf

Tami Perez* — danghter of Beverly Wheeler

Rusty Felter* — father of Matt Felter

Peter Brazy* — friend of Kathy Lathrop

Kathy Rieth* — friend of Kathy Lathrop

Ayla Marie Clark* — daughter of Mary & Ed Clark

Catherine Armitage* — niece of Mary & Ed Clark

Helen Richt* — aunt of the Cady’s

Jan Deines*- sister of Carol Keith

Tanya Lemons* — daughter of Terry Francis

Raquel Davila*- sister-in-law of Rick & Amanda
Rodrignez

Cathy Cole-Perez* — parent of Greg & Lizzie Perez

Ed Bateman* - son of Barbara Baugh

Russell Schlicher* — brother of Dan Schlicher

April Hancock* - friend of John Throgp

Lauren Huerster* - friend of Karin Anderson

Eric Knight* - friend of the Lynch Fansil)

Larry Lathrop* — brother-in-law of Kathy Lathrop

George & Darcy Needham™ — family of Sue Needham

Steve Lautenshlager™ — son of Gil Lautenschlager

Scott Simon* — parent of STES student

Erin, Shelby, & Aria Ball* — family of Sherry West

Rylynn Rodger* — friend of St. Thomas

Charles Rueve* — father of Lisa Nelson

James Summitt* — father of Carrie Turner

Tasha & Lee Cain — friends of Joni Fredrick

Trisha — friend of The Crusins Famil
Darren Bencivengo — fiiend of Ben de 1eon
Melissa Nanninga-Mendez — family of Aubie Nanninga
Katl — brother of Mary Wells
Lashante Willis — friend of Carrie Turner
Darrell McKeown — grandfather of Gene Beckcom
Cora Beckcom — mother of Gene Beckcom
Matt Beckcom - family of Gene Beckcom
Katelyn Padalecki — granddaughter of Marion
& Eddie Rhodes
Glenda — friend of Mary Wells
Bess & Family - family of Courtney Jewett
Neddie Perez — friend of Nancy Emback
James Ferguson — friend of Nancy Emback
Don — friend of Nancy Emback
Austin — son of Carol Ann Britt
Nalah Newhouse — friend of Sarah Anderson
Barbie Gerloff & Family — friends of Sarah Anderson
Mason — family of Debra Copeland
Lena — danghter-in-law of Nancy Leming
Maira Ramirez — friend of St. Thomas
Kristie Miller — friend of St. Thomas
Mary Gabriel — friend of Mary Wells
Mary Phyllis Lutz — friend of Stephanie Cady
Ann Wilke — friend of Stephanie Cady
Mike Bowles & Family — son-in-law of Susanne O’Brien
Kristie Miller — friend of St. Thomas
Janet Deyong — friend of the Beckcon’s

To submit names to the Prayer List, email stthomaschurch@tom1604.org. Please indicate
whether the person is a parishioner, family member, or friend and if they should remain on our
long-term prayer list or short-term prayer list.
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