ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL
CHURCH + SCHOOL

Worship | Study | Friendship | Compassion
April 21, 2024—10:00AM
Whether you are watching us online or with us in person, we are glad that you have joined us

today. We invite you to interact with us. If you are watching online, please fill out an online
Connection Card by clicking the link in the comments. If you are in person, you can find a

Connection Card in the church pews.

Baptized Today
Alison Elizabeth Alexander

Youth Group Meeting

Today, April 21st
4:30pm-6:00pm in the Woehler Family Center
All Youth 6th Grade and Up!

Discipleship Hour—Sundays at 9:00am

Fellowship with God—A Study of 1 John
in the Parish Hall
led by Fr. Mike Michie

Family Night Out

Tuesday, April 23rd
5:00pm —7:30pm
Big’z Burger Joint - 2303 N Loop 1604 W.
Looking for a family-friendly gathering? Join us
at Big’z Burger Joint for food, fun, and
tellowship.

Ascension Evensong and Dinner

Thursday, May 9th
0:30pm Evensong in the Church
7:00pm Potluck Dinner in the Parish Hall

Do you want to know how to walk closer with Join us for the Festal Choral Evensong for the

God? Join Father Mike for a study of 1 John.
We will read the book through together over the
weeks and learn about what John teaches about
how to walk closer and more authentically with
Christ. Father Mike will give a teaching on each
passage with a discussion to follow.

Children’s Sunday School
Ages 3-5th grade
in Room 112
Nursery open at 9:00a.m.

Discipleship for Moms

in Room 111
led by Paige Martin
Connect with us on Sundays as we study Ten
Women of the Bible, by Max Lucado. All moms
are welcome! Together we will explore this
book, engage in fellowship, and encourage one
another.

Youth Confirmation Class
in the Church Library
led by Rev. Allie Melancon

Feast of the Ascension. Following worship stay
and connect with us for a potluck style dinner.
Main course and beverages will be provided.
Please bring a side dish or dessert to share.

Canticles:
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in C,
Ralph Vaughan Williams

Anthem:
O Clap Your Hands,
Ralph Vaughan Williams

Adult Confirmation Class

Saturday, May 4th
9:00am-2:00pm
in the Church Library

If you are interested in
confirmation, reception, or
reaffirmation use the QR code to
register.




The Holy Eucharist, Rite 11
The Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 21,2024  10:00 AM

‘ X [ orship lies at the heart of the Christian life. 1t is in worship that we express onr theology and define onr

tdentity. 1t is through encountering God within worship that we are formed and transformed as the people of
God. One of the glories of the Episcopal Church is its liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forns,
words, and actions through which public worship is conducted.

The people’s responses are in bold.

This type of note, offering directions about the service is called a “rubric,” which comes from the Latin word rubrica
(red) referring to a time when these instructional notes were always written in red.

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God in memory of
Harold F. & Grace E. Lorton by Ron Lorton.

THE ENTRANCE RITE
THE VOLUNTARY
Sheep May Safely Graze J. S. Bach

THE WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Refrain
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The refrain may be sung antiphonally, by phrase; all join in the final Alleluia.

Words: St. Francis of Assisi (1182-1226); tr. William H. Draper (1855-1933), alt. Music: Lasst uns erfreuen, melody from

Auserlesene Catholische Geistiche Kirchengeseng, 123; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958). By permission
of Oxford University Press.

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION BooOkK OF COMMON PRAYER 299

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

The Celebrant then continues

There is one Body and one Spirit;
There is one hope in God’s call to us;
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;

One God and Father of all.

THE WORD OF GOD

The proper of the mass are the scriptural texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The collect, lessons, psalm,
Gospel and preface to the communion liturgy are propers. Our lessons come from a prescribed cycle of readings

called the lectionary. The lectionary consists of a three year cycle: Year. Each year we retell the story from Adyent
through Pentecost.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

The collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of the day or season of the
Church year. It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in the scriptures for the day.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear
his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who,
with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



THE CHILDREN’S CHOIR ANTHEM J. DesJardins

Joshua fought the battle of Jericho, Jericho, Jericho,
Joshua fought the battle of Jericho and the wall came a tumblin’ down.

You may talk about your kings of Gideon, you may talk about your men of Saul,
But there’s none like good old Joshua at the battle of Jericho.

Then up to the walls of Jericho they marched with spear in hand.
“Now blow your trumpets” Joshua cried “for the battle is in my hand.”

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON

We invite your child to join our Childrens Church program this morning! Children ages 3 through 5th grade are
invited to come up for the children’s sermon and then follow our Children’s Church Leader, to a classroom down the
hallway in our education wing. After the exchange of the peace, children are ushered back to their seats.

THE FIRST READING Acts 4:5-12

This reading is typically from the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) which Jesus knew and from which he often
referred or quoted.

5The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. "When
they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what
name did you do this?”” $Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the
people and elders, %if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone
who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 1Vlet it be known to all of you,
and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the
dead. ""This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the
cornerstone.” 12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven
given among mortals by which we must be saved.”

The Word of the Lotrd.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 23 Spoken responsively by full verse Dominus regit me

The psalms are sung prayers that cover every mood of humanitys relationship with God and one another. The
psalm is a response to hearing the Old Testament lesson and usnally it relates to the themes heard in the lesson.

1 The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.
3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

THE EPISTLE 1 John 3:16-24

This reading from the New Testament is typically from a letter (epistle) from Paul to the early Church, the Acts of
the Apostles, or the Revelation to John.

16We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our
lives for one another. "How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods
and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?

18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. ?And by this we
will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him20whenever our
hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 'Beloved,
if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him
whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him.

23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments
abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit
that he has given us.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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he made their glow-ing col - ors, he made their ti - ny wings.
the sun - set, and the morn - ing that bright-ens up the sky,
the ripe fruits in the gar - den, he made them ev - ery one.
how great is God Al - might - y, who has made all things well.

Words: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895). Music: Royal Oak, melody from The Dancing Master, 1686; adapt. and harm.
Martin Fallas Shaw (1875-1958), desc. Richard Proulx (b. 1937). Used by arrangement with G. Schirmer, Inc. Descant,
Copyright © 1979, G.I.A. Publications, Inc.

THE HOLY GOSPEL

John 10:11-18

This reading is taken from one of the four Gospels, Matthen, Mark, Luke and John, which depict the life,
teachings, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel is the summit of the Liturgy of
the Word and means “good news” and specifically the good news of Jesus. We stand for the Gospel reading to show

respect for the particular inportance

of Jesus’ words and actions.

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

11T am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. ?The hired
hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and
leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. ¥The hired
hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know
the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 1°I have other sheep that do not belong to

this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock,
one shepherd.



"For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up
again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it
down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON Dr. Collin Cornell
The sermon directly follows the Gospel because it illuminates the scriptural readings and relates them to daily life.

PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES BCP 301
The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.
Parents and Godparents
I present Alison Elizabeth Alexander to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
Then the Celebrant asks the parents and godparents

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the
Christian faith and life?

Parents and Godparents
I will, with God's help.
Celebrant

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of
Christ?

Parents and Godparents
I will, with God's help.

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the candidates who can speak for themselves, and of the
parents and godparents who speak on behalf of the infants and younger children

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel
against God?

Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the
creatures of God?

Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?

Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?

Answer I do.

Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?

Answer I do.



Question

Answer

Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
I do.

After all have been presented, the Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this
person in her life in Christ?

People

We will.

The Celebrant then says

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own
baptismal covenant.

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT BCP 304

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting.

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in the prayers?

People I will, with God's help.

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord.

Peaple I will, with God's help.

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?

Peaple I will, with God's help.

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as
yourself?

People I will, with God's help.

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity
of every human being?

People I will, with God's help.



PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES BCP 305

The Celebrant then says to the congregation
Let us now pray for this person who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth.

Leader Deliver her, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Open her heart to your grace and truth.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Send her into the world in witness to your love.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

The Celebrant says

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in
the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns
now and forever. Amen.

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER BCP 306
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the
beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in
Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was
anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and
resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death.
By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in
joytul obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith,
baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.



At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here
are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ
our Savior.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

THE BAPTISM BCP 307
Alison, 1 baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed
upon this your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised her to the new life of grace.
Sustain her, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give her an inquiring and discerning heart, the
courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and
wonder in all your works. Amen.

Then the Bishop or Priest places a hand on the person's head, marking on the forebead the sign of the cross
and saying

Alison, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own for
ever. Amen.

When all have been baptized, the Celebrant says
Let us welcome the newly baptized.
Celebrant and People

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified,
proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

THE BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY PRAYERS

THE HoLy COMMUNION

Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed onr faith, confessed our sins, received forgiveness and shared in the
peace, we are prepared for Holy Communion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what God

has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and in the money we give.
All are invited to make a gift to support St. Thomas’ miinistry of sharing God’s love with the world.
The altar is prepared for Holy Commmunion.

10



THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM John Rutter

For the beauty of the earth
For the beauty of the skies
For the love which from our birth
Over and around us lies
Lotd of all, to thee we raise
This our joyful hymn of praise

For the beauty of the hour

Of the day and of the night

Hill and vale and tree and flower
Sun and moon and stars of light

For the joy of human love
Brother, sister, parent, child
Friends on earth and friends above
For all gentle thoughts and mild

For each perfect gift of thine

To our race so freely given

Graces human and divine

Flow'rs of earth and buds of heav'n

THE DOXOLOGY Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A BCP 361

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. (Here a Proper Preface is sung or said.) Therefore we
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

11



THE SANCTUS * S 125 Richard Proulx
ol | | ‘ N N N ‘
- ! | ! | — 1 N 1 e
o L ™ PE s o D i - ¢
. |
Ho -ly, ho -ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow-er and might,
f L | . A A
- —— il ! ] I 7 Di—h m— 1 — o
%b o | S | A = | | |
heaven and earth are  full of your glo-ry. Ho -
A= — — | ——F— — X
%Ebﬁj—W I i - * . 4 SR — s
san - na in the high - est Ho san -na in the high - est.
0 | | A N |
- | | | | ] I C— - 1 o »
%b o r . o A IP = | |
Blessed is  he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -
0 o % —— i | ; | J A — J J J- 3
A\SY \ : 4 il I e ; 3 \. 77 7T \i
5 | | | N R —
san - na in the  high-est. Ho - san-na in the  high-est.

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

12



The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving, Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for
ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP 364

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE FRACTION ANTHEM
The presider breaks the bread.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

THE INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The peaple are invited to come forward to receive communion.

Individual prayers for healing are offered in the Chapel of the Cross. We encourage you to visit them after receiving

COMMUNLON.

THE HYMN e 645 St. Columba
THE HYMN e 343 St. Agnes
THE HYMN ° 664 Resignation

13



THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER BCP 365

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of

heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE SENDING OUT

We send you out to share the communion today.

May you carry the prayers of all of us as you take this sacrament of Christ’s
presence.

May those who receive it from you be strengthened and encouraged in that community we
have together in our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

THE BLESSING
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THE DISMISSAL

Alleluia, alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

THE VOLUNTARY
Prelude and Fugue in G Minor J. S. Bach
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Graduation Sunday
Sunday, June 2nd at 10:00am

Mustang Island Family Camp
June 27th—TJune 30th

Join us in celebrating our 2024 graduating Join Fr. Mike and Laurie as they serve as leaders

seniors. We will honor our graduates during the
10:00am service, hear a sermon from one of
our graduating seniors, and celebrate
with cake in the Parish Hall after
service. Let us know if you have a
graduating senior by scanning the

QR code.

Vacation Bible School

Scuba: Diving into Friendship with God
Monday, June 17th— Friday, June 21st
9:00am-12:00pm daily
Ages 3—5th Grade
Cost: $25.00

Register to participate or volunteer 0|
online by scanning the QR code.
Participants must register by June 1st to be
guaranteed a V'BS t-shirt.

Summer Music Camp
Monday, June 24th — Thursday, June 27th
9:00am-12:00pm daily
Kinder—>5th Grade

| .Cost: $25.00. E_F:"r:.El
Reglsterhon(lirllf bydscannmg rg__':.__s :
the code. T

Ot ok

at Mustang Island Family Camp. At camp your
family has the opportunity to unplug, relax, and
reconnect with what is most important—family,

Sap. faith, community, and God’s glorious creation.

We also encourage you to look at .
other weeks and consider the other
camp opportunities we have. FRERES:
Register online by scanning the QR [EIRdae

code.

Children's Music Program
Wednesdays 4:30pm-6:00pm
Kinder-5th Grade

We invite children in kindergarten-5th grade to
join us for our Children’s Music
program. During our weekly rehearsals we
learn many important tools for life. In addition
to singing and playing instruments, we learn
basic musical concepts, respect for others,
teamwork, and discipline. We also learn biblical
stories and Christian values in the songs we sing;
The Children’s Choir sings once a month at the
10:00am service. For more information ot to
register, contact Children’s Choir Director, P]J
Waite at pjwaite@tom1604.org;

Acolytes Needed

We love to have our youth involved in our
worship services! We are looking for youth,
rising 3rd grade through 12th grade, to join our
Acolyte ministry and assist with our worship
services on Sunday mornings. If you are
interested or have any questions fill out a

Connection Card located in the pews or email
the Church Office.
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