
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

Worship | Study | Friendship | Compassion 
August 23, 2026—10:00AM 

 

If  you are watching online, please fill out an online Connection Card by clicking the link in the 
comments. If  you are in person, you can find a Connection Card in the church pews. 

Sermon Series 
 

Seventy-Seven Times:  
The Freedom of  Forgiveness 
August 16th - September 13th 

Today is week two or our sermon series 
called Seventy-Seven Times: The Freedom of  
Forgiveness. Over five weeks we'll work through 
some of  Scripture's most searching texts on 
forgiveness — from Joseph and his brothers, 
to Paul's counsel in Romans, to Jesus' own 
parable of  the unforgiving servant. This is not 
a series about trying harder or letting things go 
cheaply. It's about the freedom that becomes 
possible when we understand how much we 
ourselves have been forgiven. We hope you'll 
join us — and bring someone with you. 

 
 

Youth Back to School Bash 
 

Sunday, August 30th 
4:00–6:00pm at Main Event 
1911 North Loop 1604 East 

 

Youth in 6th–12th grade are invited to join us 
for an afternoon of  fun as we celebrate the 
start of  a new school year! Enjoy bowling, 
fellowship, and time together with friends. 
Come ready for a great evening of  fun and 
connection. 

 
 

Ice Cream After Church 
 

Cool off  and enjoy a sweet treat with us. Join 
us every Sunday after church for ice cream and 
fellowship in the courtyard.   

 

Annual Church Picnic & Rally Day 
 

Sunday, September 13th 
11:30am in the Woehler Family Center 

 

Join us for a time of  fellowship. You will have 
the opportunity to learn about and sign-up for 
the different ministries we offer at St. Thomas. 
Please bring a side or dessert to share. Meat and 
drinks provided. 
 

Volunteer Opportunity: 
Saturday, September 12th at 4:00pm 

 

We are looking for adult and youth volunteers 
to help prepare and set-up for the picnic, 
including setting up tables and chairs. Students 
can earn service hours for their participation. 
We would love your help in getting everything 
ready for a wonderful day of  fellowship!  
 
 

Discipleship Hour  - Sundays at 9:00am 
Returns September 20th 

 

Teach Us to Pray:  
The Collect as Window into the Church Year 

September 20th - October 11th 
in the Parish Hall led by Fr. Mike 

 

Children’s Sunday School 
Ages 3 - 5th grade 

in Room 112  
 

Discipleship for Moms 
in Room 111 led by Paige Martin 

 

Youth Group Sunday Series 

6th - 12th grade 
in Room 109 
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The Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 23, 2026  • 10:00 AM  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

W orship lies at the heart of  the Christian life. It is in worship that we express our theology and define our 
identity. It is through encountering God within worship that we are formed and transformed as the people of  

God. One of  the glories of  the Episcopal Church is its liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the patterns, forms, 
words, and actions through which public worship is conducted.   
 

The people’s responses are in bold. 
 

This type of  note, offering directions about the service is called a “rubric,” which comes from the Latin word rubrica 
(red) referring to a time when these instructional notes were always written in red. 
 

 
THE ENTRANCE RITE 

 

THE VOLUNTARY  
 

 
THE WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THE HYMN • 518 Westminster Abbey 
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THE OPENING ACCLAMATION  BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER 355 
 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

The collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of  the day or season of  the 
Church year.  It summarizes the attributes of  God as revealed in the scriptures for the day.  
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE GLORIA • S 280 Robert Powell 
 

The ordinary of  the mass employs texts that remain the same for every mass.  In the Latin mass the Kyrie, Gloria, 
Credo, Sanctus and Benedictus, and the Agnus dei are the five parts of  the mass that remain the same every week. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
 

The proper of  the mass are the scriptural texts that change with the liturgical calendar. The collect, lessons, psalm, 
Gospel and preface to the communion liturgy are propers. Our lessons come from a prescribed cycle of  readings 
called the lectionary.  The lectionary consists of  a three year cycle: Year. Each year we retell the story from Advent 
through Pentecost.   
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

The collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of  the day or season of  the 
Church year.  It summarizes the attributes of  God as revealed in the scriptures for the day. 

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. 
 

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy 
Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of  your Name; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.  
 

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

We invite your child to join our Children’s Church program this morning! Children ages 3 through 5th grade are 
invited to come up for the children’s sermon and then follow our Children’s Church Leader, to a classroom down the 
hallway in our education wing. After the exchange of  the peace, children are ushered back to their seats. 
 
THE FIRST READING  Exodus 1:8-2:10 
 

This reading is typically from the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) which Jesus knew and from which he often 
referred or quoted. 

 

8Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9He said to his people, 
‘Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. 10Come, let us 
deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of  war, join our enemies 
and fight against us and escape from the land.’ 11Therefore they set taskmasters over them 
to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for 
Pharaoh. 12But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that 
the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. 13The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing 
tasks on the Israelites, 14and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick 
and in every kind of  field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on 
them. 
 

15The king of  Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of  whom was named Shiphrah and 
the other Puah, 16‘When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the 
birthstool, if  it is a boy, kill him; but if  it is a girl, she shall live.’ 17But the midwives feared 
God; they did not do as the king of  Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. 18So 
the king of  Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, ‘Why have you done this, and 
allowed the boys to live?’ 19The midwives said to Pharaoh, ‘Because the Hebrew women are 
not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife 
comes to them.’  
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20So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became very 
strong. 21And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. 22Then Pharaoh 
commanded all his people, ‘Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the 
Nile, but you shall let every girl live.’ 
 

1Now a man from the house of  Levi went and married a Levite woman. 2The woman 
conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him for three 
months. 3When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and 
plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on 
the bank of  the river. 4His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him. 
 

5The daughter of  Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked 
beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. 6When 
she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. ‘This must be 
one of  the Hebrews' children,’ she said. 7Then his sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, ‘Shall I 
go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?’ 8Pharaoh's 
daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’ So the girl went and called the child's mother. 9Pharaoh's 
daughter said to her, ‘Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.’ So 
the woman took the child and nursed it.  
 

10When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, and she took him as her 
son. She named him Moses, ‘because’, she said, ‘I drew him out of  the water.’ 
 

The Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 124 Sung by all Nisi quia Dominus 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 If  the LORD had not been on our side, * 
let Israel now say; 

2 If  the LORD had not been on our side, * 
when enemies rose up a-gainst us; 

3 Then would they have swallowed us up a-live * 
in their fierce anger toward us; 

4 Then would the waters have over-whelmed us * 
and the torrent gone over us; 

5 Then would the raging waters * 
have gone right over us. 

6 Blessed be the LORD! * 
he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 

7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of  the fowler; * 
the snare is broken, and we have es-caped. 

8 Our help is in the Name of  the LORD, * 
the maker of  heaven and earth. 



7 

 

THE EPISTLE Romans 12:1-8 
 

This reading from the New Testament is typically from a letter (epistle) from Paul to the early Church, the Acts of  
the Apostles, or the Revelation to John. 

 

1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of  God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do 
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of  your minds, so that 
you may discern what is the will of  God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 

3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of  yourself  more 
highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, each according to the 
measure of  faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and 
not all the members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, 
and individually we are members one of  another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the 
grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 
teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 

The Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

THE HYMN Nyland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 We all are one in mission; 3 Now let us be united 

 we all are one in call,  and let our song be heard. 

 our varied gifts united  Now let us be a vessel 

 by Christ, the Lord of  all.  for God's redeeming word. 

 A single, great commission  We all are one in mission; 

 compels us from above  we all are one in call, 

 to plan and work together  our varied gifts united 

 that all may know Christ's love.  by Christ, the Lord of  all. 
  

  

2 We all are called for service   

 to witness in God's name.   

 Our ministries are different;   

 our purpose is the same:   

 to touch the lives of  others   

 by God's surprising grace,   

 so every folk and nation   

 may feel God's warm embrace.   
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THE HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 16:13-20 
 

This reading is taken from one of  the four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, which depict the life, 
teachings, death, resurrection, and ascension of  our Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel is the summit of  the Liturgy of  
the Word and means “good news” and specifically the good news of  Jesus. We stand for the Gospel reading to show 
respect for the particular importance of  Jesus’ words and actions. 
 

The Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

13Now when Jesus came into the district of  Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who 
do people say that the Son of  Man is?’ 14And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but 
others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of  the prophets.’ 15He said to them, ‘But who 
do you say that I am?’ 16Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of  the living 
God.’ 17And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of  Jonah! For flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of  Hades will not prevail 
against it. 19I will give you the keys of  the kingdom of  heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.’ 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  
 

The Gospel of  the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE SERMON  The Rev. Mike Michie 
 

The sermon directly follows the Gospel because it illuminates the scriptural readings and relates them to daily life. 
 
THE NICENE CREED  BCP 358 
 

The word “creed” comes from the Latin word “credo” which means I believe. First formulated at the Council of  
Nicaea in 325 AD and confirmed in 381 AD, the Nicene Creed is said at the Holy Eucharist and reflects the 
Christian belief  in the Holy Trinity and the relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   

 

W e believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  heaven and earth, of  
all that is, seen and unseen.  

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God, eternally begotten of  the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of  one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of  the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of  the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He 
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. We look for the 
resurrection of  the dead, and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, FORM VI  BCP 392 
 

We pray for ourselves and particularly on behalf  of  others. In our prayers we pray for the for Universal Church, 
the nation and all who govern, the welfare of  the world, the concerns of  our community of  faith, including those 
who are in need or suffer, and for the departed. We are reminded in prayer that we are part of  a larger fellowship, 
the Church—the Body of  Christ.  
 

The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

For the just and proper use of  your creation; 
For the victims of  hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of  trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the peace and unity of  the Church of  God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, for David and Angela, our Bishops, and for all bishops and 
other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

For the special needs and concerns of  this congregation. 
 

Silence. The People may add their own petitions. 
 

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of  this life. 
 

Silence. The People may add their own thanksgivings 
 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
 

Silence. The People may add their own petitions. 
 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
 

Silence. The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
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THE CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION BCP 360 
 

Confessing our sins, receiving forgiveness (absolution), and showing signs of  peace to one another prepare us to 
receive Christ in the Sacrament of  Holy Communion.  

 

Leader and People 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
 

The peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

THE BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY PRAYERS 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Having listened to the Word of  God, affirmed our faith, confessed our sins, received forgiveness and shared in the 
peace, we are prepared for Holy Communion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of  what God 
has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and in the money we give.  
 

All are invited to make a gift to support St. Thomas’  ministry of  sharing God’s love with the world. 
 

The altar is prepared for Holy Communion.  
 

THE OFFERTORY  Andrew Wells 
 

Tu es Petrus, the rock, and on this rock I will build my Church,  
and the powers of  death shall never conquer it.  

 
THE DOXOLOGY Old 100th 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A BCP 361 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth. (Here a Proper Preface is sung or said.) Therefore we 
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of  
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your Name: 
 

THE SANCTUS • S 125 Richard Proulx 

 

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of  us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of  all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me."  
 

After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of  me." 
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of  faith:  
  

 Celebrant and People 
 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.  
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

We celebrate the memorial of  our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of  praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of  your Son, 
the holy food and drink of  new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of  your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. AMEN.  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP 364 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE FRACTION ANTHEM  
 

The presider breaks the bread. 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

THE INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
 

The Gifts of  God for the People of  God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

The people are invited to come forward to receive communion. Gluten –free wafers are available. Inform the priest 
when they come to you. 
 

Individual prayers for healing are offered in the Chapel of  the Cross. We encourage you to visit them after receiving 
communion.  
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THE HANDBELL ANTHEM  
 

Seek Ye First 
 

Majesty 
 

THE HYMN • 314 Adoro devote 
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THE HYMN • 439 Wondrous Love 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER  BCP 365 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of  your Son our  Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of  his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of  
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE SENDING OUT 
 

We send you out to share the communion today.  
May you carry the prayers of  all of  us as you take this sacrament of  Christ’s 
presence.  
 

May those who receive it from you be strengthened and encouraged in that community we 
have together in our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

THE BLESSING 
 
 
 
 
 



15 

 

THE HYMN • 525 Aurelia 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church + School 
An inclusive and kind church that learns and serves together 

Worship | Study | Friendship | Compassion 

Week at a Glance 
 

Morning Prayer — Mondays–Saturdays on YouTube 
 

Men’s Bible Study — Tuesdays, 7:00am — Woehler Family Center 
 

Bell Choir Rehearsal — Tuesdays, 6:00pm–7:00pm — Choir Room 
 

GriefShare — Wednesdays, 10:00am — Parlor 
 

Eucharist Rite II — Wednesdays, 12:00pm — Chapel of the Cross 
 

Children’s Music Program & Choir — Returns September 9th 
Wednesdays, 4:30pm–6:00pm • Choir Room 

 

Choir Rehearsal — Wednesdays, 6:30pm–8:00 pm — Choir Room 
 

Bible Study with Fr. Mike on Zoom — Thursdays, 9:30am 

Please contact the Church Office for the Zoom link. 
 

Middle & High School Choir Rehearsals — Returns September 20th 
Sundays, 11:15am • Choir Room 

 

Ice Cream on Sundays — Before or after church in the Courtyard 

Children’s Music Program 

Give your child the opportunity to grow in faith and music! In a fun and supportive 
environment, children will sing, play, and explore the joy of  making music together 
while building confidence, creativity, teamwork, and a lifelong love of  music. Most 
importantly, they will learn to use their voices to sing God's praise and discover His 
love through music. For more information, contact Director of  Children’s Music, 
Laurel at lchristensen@tom1604.org. Register using the QR code.  

Cherubs 
Ages Kinder - 1st Grade 

Wednesdays, 5:00pm-6:00pm 
Begins September 9th 

 

Junior Choristers 
Ages 2nd - 5th Grade 

Wednesdays, 4:30pm-6:00pm 
Begins September 9th 

 

Senior Choristers 
Ages 6th Grade - 12th Grade 
Sundays, 11:00am - 12:00pm 

Begins September 20th 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

THE VOLUNTARY  




