
By Paul Westermeyer
Staff Reporter

   Equity markets were rocked last Wednes-
day and Thursday, which had consequences
beyond Wall Street, affecting global invest-
ments in Europe and Asia, as well. Though
the Dow Jones Industrial Average posted
healthy gains Monday, with its 30-stock
index rising about 100 points, there were still
concerns with Nasdaq, which saw a slip in
tech shares.
   However, Marcie Olson-Rich, a financial
advisor with an Edward Jones branch in
Pontiac, had some advice before panic set in.
   “Equity markets finished lower in what was
a volatile week,” she said, noting that con-

cerns about rising interest rates, the trade
war with China and other international risks
impacted the market, which resulted in the
largest weekly loss for the Standard & Poor’s
500 since March.
   Olson-Rich emphasized that volatility in
the markets typically tended to have two im-
portant facets: the suggestion that “some-
thing dramatic has changed in the
investment landscape that seemingly war-
rants an equally dramatic and immediate ad-
justment in stock prices,” while also bringing
out the “emotional side” of investing, which
can exacerbate some of the worst impulses of
panicking buyers and sellers.
   The Edward Jones financial advisor also

Pontiac marching band wrapping up season
By Luke Smucker
Staff Reporter

   The Pontiac Township High
School marching band began its
final week of the marching sea-
son on Monday. Instead of
slowing down, the band is fo-
cused on heating up in an effort
to perform well at the upcom-
ing 48th annual Illinois March-
ing Band Championships.
   Around 42 high school
marching bands from across
the state will perform at Memo-
rial Stadium on the campus of
the University of Illinois in
Champaign on Saturday. Bands
are divided into six classifica-
tions based on the IHSA school
size and receive feedback from
the judges.
   “As far as marching and per-
forming goes, we are very pre-
pared for Saturday,” Scot
Schickel, director of bands at
PTHS, said. “The thing we are

focusing on this week is the fact
that it’s going to be very cold
during competition.
   “We have to get used to play-
ing out in the cold this week be-
cause it does impact the pitch
and performance of the instru-
ments. It’s important to be able
to offset that because, even
though it’s marching band, it’s
all about the music.”
   This year, the marching band
is under the direction of new
band teacher Mike Roberts. A
recent graduate from Illinois
State University, Roberts said
he felt like the transition from
student to instructor has gone
well.
   “It’s kind of sad to be coming
to the end of marching season,”
he remarked. “The students
have been great. They have
been very flexible with my
teaching methods and they are
willing to work. I think that’s
what made it such a positive

transition process for me. We’re
having fun with a lot of the
marching. The students love
performing and they love the
show.”
   This year’s show is called “Ex
Machina.” Roberts said the per-
formance is meant to be “very
machine-like.”       
   “There are a lot of musical el-
ements in the show that are
short and abrupt, like a robot or
machine,” Roberts explained.
“We added a lot of body move-
ments for the marching band
that fit with the show concept.
Sometimes, you’ll see the color
guard doing the robot, some-
times we do a lot of poses that
are quick and robotic to fit with
the concept of the show.”
   Competition has been hard to
come by for the marching band
this season. Their first  oppor-
tunity got rained out. Then, the
band was in exhibition at Mor-

By Paul Westermeyer
Staff Reporter

   It was a marathon meeting of the Pontiac
City Council Monday evening, one that began
in executive session at 5:30 p.m., reopened to
the public at 7 p.m. and ended an hour and a
half after that. The council covered a number
of topics at its meeting, in-
cluding the future of TIF, an
update on the Humiston Pool
memorial efforts, securing a
loan for its wastewater treat-
ment projects and the dis-
pensation of excess city
equipment.
   Regarding TIF, City Administrator Bob
Karls and Adam Dontz, CEO of the Greater
Livingston County Economic Development
Council, told the council that since the TIF
districts were coming to an end, the city had
made an application with other Livingston
County communities for an enterprise zone.
However, based on certain criteria, the appli-
cation was 18th out of 18 and was not funded.
   It was said that the city then worked with a
consultant, who concluded that Pontiac’s po-
sition had not improved and a future applica-
tion would be “a waste of time and money to
pursue.”
   Given that, Karls noted that the city began
working with Streator to get certain parcels
annexed to the Streator zone, which the coun-
cil gave initial approval to a year ago. Karls re-
ported that the state government has now
given its own approval, while Dontz said that
the agreement was back before the city after
some other details were worked out. The city
approved the intergovernmental agreement
with Streator.
   In another matter, the council received an
update from Shelly Adcock, who’s heading up
the Camp-Humiston Memorial Swimming
Pool interpretive exhibit. She noted a number

City comes to
intergov’t
agreement
with Streator
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Finishing up the corn harvest

Another season is coming to an end for the Pontiac Township
High School Marching Indians. The band is preparing for the
48th annual Illinois Marching Band Championships in Cham-
paign on Saturday. DAILY LEADER FILE
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A farmer combines a corn field southeast of Saunemin on what looks like a warm late
summer day but is actually a crisp fall Monday. JOY BUTLER/DAILY LEADER

Reward offered
for information
on missing
letter carrier

CHICAGO (AP) — The
U.S. Postal Inspection
Service is offering
$25,000 for information
about a pregnant 26-
year-old Chicago letter
carrier who disappeared
nearly two weeks ago.

Police say Kierra Coles
was last seen on Oct. 2
near her home in the
South Side’s Chatham
neighborhood. The
woman’s mother, Karen
Phillips, reported her
missing on Oct. 4 after
she hadn’t heard from
her for two days, and
calls to her cellphone
went into voicemail.

Officers did a well-
being check at her apart-
ment, and did not locate
the woman. Her car was
parked near the build-
ing.

Postal Inspection Serv-
ice spokeswoman Julie
Kenney on Monday says
the agency has launched
a joint investigation into
Coles’ disappearance,
along with the Chicago
Police Department.

Kenney said the agency
investigates crimes
against its employees,
among other things,
though she said Coles
was not on duty when
she went missing.

Suspicious
letter sent to
senator’s home

BANGOR, Maine (AP)
— A hazardous materials
team was called Monday
to investigate a suspi-
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Today — Sunny, with a high near 55.
Breezy, with a southwest wind 10 to 20
mph.

Tonight — Mostly clear, with a low
around 36. West northwest wind
around 10 mph.

Wednesday — Sunny, with a high near 50. Northwest
wind 10 to 15 mph. Widespread frost with a low around
31.

Thursday — Sunny, with a high near 53. Low around
39.

Market maneuvering not
a reason for panic mode
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ton Community High
School.

“We had a competition
get canceled and we
limped into another one
in Morton,” Schickel said.
“Everything was already
set for the competition so
we went into exhibition,
which was fine with us. 

“It was a great perform-
ance time and a great
venue over there. We got
great feedback from the
judges, which is what we
really needed because we
hadn’t marched in front of
anybody except for our
home crowd.”

The band only had one
opportunity to win any-
thing this year and they
took second.

“We went to the Normal
West Marching Band In-
vitational at Illinois Wes-
leyan University and we
got second place,”

Schickel said. “We were
very pleased with our day
and our show.”

The band’s last home
performance is the senior
night football game on
Friday. Both Schickel and
Roberts believe the per-
formance will be a great
prelude to the competi-
tion in Champaign. 

“That event is the cul-
mination of our entire
season,” Roberts said.
“The goal for the season is
to do well in competition
on Saturday.”

PTHS senior and alto
saxophone player Kaylee
Cotter said this year’s
marching band perform-
ance is one of the best
shows in which she has
been a part.

“Throughout the sea-
son, we’ve been adding in
little things that make a
big difference,” she said.
“But, we’ve paid special
attention to our move-
ments at the end of the
show. They are really
unique and it makes for a
fun performance, defi-
nitely one of the better
shows that I’ve a part of
(here).”

Cotter’s experience is
somewhat unique because
she spent her first two
years marching at Prairie
Central High School be-
fore transferring to PTHS
as a junior.

“Moving from one
marching band to the
other was definitely a
unique experience,” she

said. “At first, I wasn’t
sure how well I would do
or how much I would
enjoy it, but being part of
this marching band has
been great.”

PTHS senior and drum
major Joseph Giordano
said working with
Roberts has made the
marching season exciting.

“Our show is a lot dif-
ferent than what we’ve
done in the past couple
years,” he said. “We are
bringing in a lot of new
things to work on and it’s
been fun to be part of
something so different.
Roberts has brought in a
lot of new stuff that we
haven’t really done before,
but it’s been exciting to
see the changes.”
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Continued from Page A1

commented on perception versus
reality, in that what is believed to
be the case about the market may
not always be what is happening in
actuality. On the idea that last
week’s serious fall was an omen of
more market ills to come, Olson-
Rich stated that while a bear mar-
ket, or one characterized by selling
because prices are falling, may yet
happen in the near future, the cir-
cumstances of last week’s stock dip
was not necessarily indicative of that.

“Eventually we will hit a recession, but in our view,
economic underpinnings make that unlikely in the
coming year, supporting further increases in corporate
profits — a historically successful recipe for the stock
market,” she said. “We think gains may be more modest
as we advance, but the fundamental foundation sug-
gests that last week’s pullback is not the beginning of a
bear market.”

While increasing corporate profits may indicate
health on the trading market level, there’s been con-
tention from some sectors that that has translated to
steepening gap in wealth inequality. According to a Feb-
ruary article in the Washington Post, “Leading econo-
mists and economic organizations are coming around
to the idea that to maximize income and wealth for
everyone — including those at the top — there have to
be meaningful checks on income and wealth inequal-
ity.”

As far as the current trends were heading, Olson-Rich
said that while panic and emotional moves were inad-
visable, there would likely be more market pain still
ahead.

“Expect more volatility,” she said. “Our list of poten-
tial risks has grown, as trade/tariff uncertainties, elec-
tions, global growth headwinds, and Fed tightening are
well-known challenges, but they did not emerge or ac-
celerate in the last few days …

“My best advice is to seek out a trusted financial ad-
visor who has plenty of years of experience. Talk out
your concerns, seek facts, don’t make decisions based
on ‘gut’ feelings. Remember the markets are like ‘a yo-
yo on an escalator.’”

STOCKS
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of local residents, busi-
nesses and organizations
that charitably donated
time, money and labor to
the effort of “revitalizing
and redeveloping Chau-
tauqua Park to its former
glory.”

Included with the me-
morial was a plan for a
pavilion, to be con-
structed using concrete
that remained from the
wading pool.

Adcock said that there
were several fundraising
campaigns occurring si-
multaneously, which in-
cluded offering persons
the option to buy en-

graved pavers (like those
at Wrigley Field). All
money raised, she stated,
would be placed in a local
bank account and man-
aged by trustees. Based on
public comment feedback
at the meeting’s end,
Mayor Bob Russell said
that any suggestions
about making the memo-
rial more interactive
should be submitted to
Adcock before the end of
December.

The city passed an ordi-
nance authorizing itself to
secure a loan agreement
to fund its wastewater
treatment plant overhaul,
as well as to complete its
storm sewer separation
projects. The cost for
these projects was esti-

mated to be
$40,500,000, which the
city did not have on hand.

The city council ap-
proved a special use per-
mit for Walldog Solar
LLC, to construct and op-
erate a solar energy facil-
ity on a stretch of property
east of Illinois Route 23
and south of East 2000
North Road. A variance
was also granted from the
part of solar facility ordi-
nance that states that
power and communica-
tion lines be buried un-
derground.

Using its new Gov-
Deals.com account, the
city agreed to requests
from Streets Superintend-
ent Chris Brock and
Wastewater Treatment

Plant Supervisor Jacob
Kinkade to offer up sur-
plus equipment for sale
on the website.

Brock wanted to sell the
Chevrolet panel van (for-
merly used by the Pontiac
Township High School
band) and two 2004
Dodge Intrepids. The first
had a reserve price of
$2,000 while the latter
two had reserves of $300
each. Kinkade, mean-
while, wanted to sell at a
minimum of $1,000 an
engine that was used to
run a back-up pump in
the event of a power out-
age affecting the waste-
water treatment plant. It
was deemed unnecessary
after the installation of a
generator in 2011.
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cious letter sent to the
home of Republican Sen.
Susan Collins, officials
said.

Police and fire vehicles
were parked outside her
home, and several people
in hazmat suits were seen
entering the home. Yellow
police tape was wrapped
around the perimeter of
the property.

The senator’s husband,
Thomas Daffron, was at
home, but Collins wasn’t
there at the time.

“She’s on her way
home,” said Collins’
spokeswoman Annie
Clark.

It was unclear who sent
the letter and why. But
critics have hurled threats
at Collins recently over
her vote to confirm Brett
Kavanaugh to the
Supreme Court.

Outside the house, a

Bangor Daily News pho-
tographer captured an
image of a person in a
hazmat suit holding an
envelope in a plastic bag.
Later, the FBI arrived,
along with vans carrying
people in military uni-
forms, the newspaper re-
ported.

Law enforcement offi-
cials were analyzing the
contents of the letter. An
FBI spokeswoman said
Monday evening that pre-
liminary tests on the enve-
lope indicated there was
no threat to the public.

Independent Sen.
Angus King of Maine,
who voted against Ka-
vanaugh, came to his fel-
low senator’s defense.

“Regardless of any polit-
ical differences, @Sena-
torCollins, her family, and
her staff should not have
to be subjected to these
threats — there’s just no
place for it in our dis-
course,” he tweeted.
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Judge tosses defamation suit against Trump
WASHINGTON (AP) — A fed-

eral judge dismissed Stormy
Daniels’ defamation lawsuit against
President Donald Trump on Mon-
day, saying the president made a
“hyperbolic statement” against a
political adversary when he tweeted
about a composite sketch the porn
actress’ lawyer released.

Daniels, whose real name is
Stephanie Clifford, sued Trump in
April after he said a composite
sketch of a man she said threatened
her in 2011 to keep quiet about an
alleged affair with the real estate
mogul was a “con job.”

Trump tweeted that the man was
“nonexistent” and that Daniels was
playing the “fake news media for
fools.” He retweeted a side-by-side
photo comparing the sketch with a
photo of Daniels’ husband.

In an order handed down Mon-
day, U.S. District Judge S. James
Otero said Trump’s statement was

protected speech under the First
Amendment.

“If this Court were to prevent Mr.
Trump from engaging in this type of
‘rhetorical hyperbole’ against a po-
litical adversary, it would signifi-
cantly hamper the office of the
President,” the judge wrote. “Any
strongly worded response by a pres-
ident to another politician or public
figure could constitute an action for
defamation. This would deprive this
country of the ‘discourse’ common
to the political process.”

Daniels’ attorney, Michael Ave-
natti, vowed to appeal the decision
and said he was confident it would
be reversed.

“There is something really rich in
Trump relying on the First Amend-
ment to justify defaming a woman,”
Avenatti said.

But the president’s lawyer imme-
diately hailed the ruling as a “total
victory” for Trump.

“No amount of spin or commen-
tary by Stormy Daniels or her
lawyer, Mr. Avenatti, can truthfully
characterize today’s ruling in any
way other than total victory for
President Trump and total defeat
for Stormy Daniels,” Trump’s attor-
ney, Charles Harder, said in a state-
ment.

The judge’s ruling also entitles
Trump to collect attorneys’ fees
from Daniels.

The defamation claim is separate
from another lawsuit that Daniels
filed against Trump, which is con-
tinuing. Daniels was paid $130,000
as part of a nondisclosure agree-
ment signed days before the 2016
election and is suing to dissolve that
contract. Daniels has argued the
agreement should be invalidated
because Trump’s then-personal
lawyer and fixer, Michael Cohen,
signed it, but Trump did not.

Marcy Olson-Rich


