Second of Three Messages 
from Rabbi Jack Before the High Holidays

In my first message of this series of three before the High Holidays, I spoke about angels performing an Alphonse Gaston routine where each angel defers to the other in the recitation of “holy, holy, holy.” I encouraged us to think back to times in the past year when we took too much initiative and stifled the views of others because of our forcefulness.

There’s a danger with deferential behavior, however. When no one is willing to take responsibility, something can slip through the crack. If you put the following text into your browser, you can take a look at what happens to a pop fly in baseball when there’s too much Alphonse-Gaston taking place.
 
https://i.chzbgr.com/full/7868641536/h5232EE96/i-got-it-i-got-it-well-that-just-happened

If you were successful with that link, you saw two players who each stopped running, assuming that their teammate has the catch covered, only to watch the ball plop to the dirt. This phenomenon can happen in our lives as well if we incorrectly expect someone else to take responsibility for a task. While we don’t want to push our way to the front of the line, elbowing others out of the way, we also don’t want to stand by idly, expecting others to pick up the slack. Particularly in small communities like our congregations, things only get done because some truly dedicated volunteers (you know who you are) rise to the challenge week after week.

My suspicion is that few of you will be hopping on planes to join me in New Zealand for Yom Kippur, despite the fact that the fast will end there before it ends anywhere else in the world. On Erev Yom Kippur at our Kol Nidre service, I plan to speak to this very issue of stepping up and volunteering. Now, more than at any time in my memory, it is crucial that Jews stand up and identify with the Jewish community. We must each act with pride and declare our Judaism publicly, particularly when we perform acts of tikkun olam, acts that help make the entire world a better place. By taking personal responsibility, by stepping up, and by demonstrating that we do so as Jews, I believe that we will help diminish antisemitism. We cannot step back and let others do this work for us.

Let’s please consider using the next week or two to think of opportunities for us to lean into our Judaism as we strive to improve our communities.

It is my fervent hope that you and your loved ones be inscribed in the Book of Life for a year of health and happiness.

B’shalom,

Rabbi Jack

