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 LATEST FROM YOUR LIAISONS!
October, 2025							Volume 2, Issue 2
Greetings to all of you.  We pray that your church has enjoyed many summer activities and is excited about this fall season.  For many of you, it’s the start-up of Sunday School and other activities of the season.  We share with you some of the things that our churches did this summer and some that they are planning for fall.  Please contact me with any news you and your church would like to share with everyone in our presbytery. 
Wishing you blessings,
Kathy Pearson, Liaison Chair
News from Liaison Areas:
AREA 1: Kathy Pearson,  katherineap3@yahoo.com, 815-275-0910 
Galena First: We had several long-standing activities this summer, including Sundae Sunday (in which our Church Life Committee provides ice cream and various toppings to enjoy during a time of fellowship) and Paster Jim McCrea’s “Road Rally” (which finds us following his poetic clues that lead to a surprise restaurant where we enjoy a meal together.)

Prairie Dell: Kathy and her husband took part in worship in July, with Kathy giving a minute for mission on “Liaisons and How We Can Help Your Church”.  What a lovely country church they have.

Schapville Zion: Pastor Dottie reports that their Annual Homecoming Celebration was a success. On July 27th they invited current and past members for an indoor picnic -without ants!  They gathered at 10 AM for worship in the fellowship hall. Following worship, they enjoyed a potluck lunch together. As always, Dan and Pastor Dottie provided the meats, buns, and condiments. Guests provided either a salad or dessert and were asked to invite a friend.  They shared favorite music and church memorabilia.

AREA 2: Temporarily: Barbara D’Souza and Kathy Pearson
NOTE: We give thanks for all of the work done with Area 2 churches by their very first liaison, David Jones.  David has retired from Presbytery activities.  We wish him many blessings in this new stage of life.
Winnebago First:  Kathy was privileged to meet the welcoming people of this church and to be able to share a minute for mission with them about liaisons.  A delightful part of their worship service has the older youth presenting a puppet play (this time on sharing) for the younger children.  Might this be a good idea for your church?
 
AREA 3: Claire Brennicka, clairebrennecka3@gmail.com, 815-815-943-5356
McHenry is happy to report that it has two members interested in going to Kenya!

Introducing Barbara D’Souza
[image: ]
I grew up in Missouri, first in St. Louis and then Columbia, and am a BNR (born and raised) Presbyterian. I attended the University of Missouri and graduated in 1975. My husband, Tony, and I moved to Rockford with our baby daughter in 1982. When my children were young, I stayed home raising them, and served the community as a member of the Winnebago County Medical Society Alliance and the Jr. League of Rockford. I joined Westminster Presbyterian/Rockford in 1985 and enjoyed serving there in several volunteer positions. In 2001 I was hired as the Christian Education Coordinator for Westminster. I later attended Dubuque Theological Seminary and received my CRE certificate. I had a variety of job titles in my 23 years working at Westminster; my final one was Pastor of Family Ministries. I retired in April 2024 and now enjoy serving as a Westminster Deacon and on Blackhawk Presbytery’s Liaison Committee. I was widowed in 2023, and the Westminster staff and congregation have been a huge support to me.
I enjoy horseback riding (I have 3 horses), time with family, gardening, hiking, traveling and hanging out with friends. Every sunny day is a good one! 

AREA 4: , tandb9294@gmail.com, 815-985-1707:
First Presbyterian of Dixon ordained their new pastor, Nikelle Johnson, on September 21, 2025. I look forward to working with Nikelle.

First Presbyterian: I enjoyed meeting and working with 1st Presbyterian’s interim pastor, Cheyenna Losey; prayers for her as she continues her life of service.

Morrison First 1st celebrates and remembers those who have gone to be with God at their Remembrance Sunday on November 2nd. Following the service they will hold their 3rd annual Cherished Recipe Potluck; all members are invited to bring a replica of a cherished recipe of a favorite dish a loved one once made for them. 
 
Dixon 1st announces that the Habitat for Humanity House on which it is working is near completion.  The finishing touches have been done, and the Mission/Witness Committee, in collaboration with several Dixon Churches, will be throwing a Housewarming Shower for their newest Habitat Family. Each church will shower one room with needed items. 

PLEASE NOTE: 
AREA 2: (Caledonia, Dakota, Rockford Second Congregational/First Presbyterian, Rockford Third, Rockford Westminster, Winnebago First and Winnebago Middle Creek,
AREA 8: (Earlville and Mendota), and AREA 9: (Bolingbrook, Joliet First, Joliet Westminster, Plainfield, Romeoville and Yorkville) still need liaisons.  If you feel called to serve, please contact Kathy Pearson.  (katherineap3@yahoo.com )
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