
Thursday, April 20th 

Lunch Buffet 11:30 AM 

Program Begins 12:00 PM  

Introductions  12:10 PM 

Presentation Begins 12:15 PM 

Member Questions 12:45 PM 

Meeting Adjourned 1:00 PM 

Educate | Engage | Empower 

The Economic Club of  Florida  
Apr i l  2023  

Echo 
Speaker  #567  

Florida’s Insurance Market: The Decade Ahead 

Onsite & Virtual 
Program 

 
Dunlap Champions Club 

225 Champions Way, Bldg B  
Tallahassee, FL 32304 

To RSVP, please email  
mail@economic-club.com  

or 
Call: (850) 224-0711  

 
PLEASE RSVP BY Noon on  

Tuesday, April  18th 

Florida’s new insurance 
commissioner Michael 
Yaworsky joins us this 
month to talk about 
Florida’s topsy-turvy 
property insurance 
marketplace.  Seven 
Florida domestic insurance 
companies have become 
insolvent in the past 15 
months in a market with 
multiple double-digit rate 
increases, growing 
litigation, and natural 
catastrophes.   

“One of the bigger 
elements to discuss is the 
foundational change of 
Florida's marketplace that 
we see happening following 
passage of Senate Bill 2-D, 
part of the reforms passed 
by the Florida Legislature 
last year,” Commissioner 
Yaworsky told Club Officers 
in a recent conference call.  
“The measures hopefully 
restored rationality to the 
litigation environment that 
has taken place really since 
Hurricane Andrew, and will 
help us over time in the 
coming decade to 
rebalance our adverse loss 
reserve development, 
where the cost of claims 
has been greater than the 
reserves allotted.”  He’ll 

also discuss the 
challenges that the 
smaller domestic 
insurance companies 
face that make up most 
of Florida’s homeowners 
insurance market.  Plus, 
as always, questions 
from our Club members. 

Commissioner Yaworsky 
was appointed to head 
the Florida Office of 
Insurance Regulation 
(OIR) last month by the 
Governor and 
Cabinet.  He had served 
the previous five years as 
Chief of Staff to 
Commissioner David 
Altmaier, who resigned 
last December.  Prior to 
OIR, he served as Legal 
Counsel to the Georgia 
Insurance and Safety 
Fire Commissioner, 
where he was 
responsible for advising 
the Commissioner and 
senior staff on policy 
decisions and performing 
administrative, regulatory 
and litigation duties 
associated with the legal 
unit.  He also served as 
Counsel for the Office of 
President Pro Tempore in 
the Georgia Senate for a 
year. 

Commissioner Yaworsky 
had served in Florida 
government prior to that 
as Chief of Staff at the 
Department of Business 
and Professional 
Regulation and with the 
Executive Office of the 

Michael Yaworsky  
Commissioner, Florida Office 

of Insurance Regulation 

Governor in Cabinet Affairs 
during the Jeb Bush and 
Charlie Crist eras.  
Governor DeSantis named 
him to the Florida Gaming 
Control Commission in 
2021.   

He received his Bachelor’s 
Degree in Social Science 
from Florida State 
University and a law 
degree from Samford 
University.  He has been a 
member of the Georgia Bar 
since 2014.  Commissioner 
Yaworsky serves on the 
Board of Directors for 
Family Promise of the Big 
Bend, a nonprofit dedicated 
to ending homelessness.  
He will be introduced by 
Club Treasurer Christopher 
Emmanuel, Director of 
Government Relations at 
the University of Florida.   

*Please note this meet-
ing will be at the Dunlap 

Champions Club  

formerly University 
Center Club. 

Thank you to our meeting sponsor: 

mailto:mail@economic-club.com
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Kyle Jordan, Lucky 

Goat Coffee Co 

Allison Jordan, 

Atos Medical Inc. 

David Faulkenberry, 

FBMC 

Dave Alcorn, K2 Tech-

nical, LLC  

Don Bourassa, Retired 

Richard Chichetti, Re-

tired 

Brian Rowland, Row-

land Publishing 

Alasdair Roe, Turtle 

Grass, LLC 

Mark Hillis, Retired 

J.R. Saginario, Truist 

Steve Lewallen, Retired 

Jay Newman, Retired 

 

The March Club meeting 
featured retired four-star 
US Army General and for-
mer CIA Director David 
Petraeus, who shared his 
insights on the geopolitical 
risks to investments, in-
cluding actions by China 
and Russia.  Geopolitics is 
a method of studying for-
eign policy to understand, 
explain, and predict inter-
national political behavior 
through geographical vari-
ables. 

General Petraeus, in a conversation with moderator Ash Williams, Vice Chair of J.P. 
Morgan Asset Management, focused on the Russia-Ukraine war and the conse-
quences for the US and European nations, and on the rise of China.  General Petrae-
us is a Partner at the New York-based global investment firm of KKR and Chairman 
of the KKR Global Institute, which he established in 2013.  The institute identifies ge-
opolitical risks when evaluating potential investments and then mitigates them. 

“During the past decade, the world has truly transformed from an era of benign glob-
alization in which economics largely determined geopolitics to an era of renewed 
great power rivalries in which geopolitics very much constrains investment, trade, 
economics, and a variety of other interactions,” General Petraeus told the Club.  “The 
continued rise of China, the resurgence of a very aggressive Russia, obviously hav-
ing invaded Ukraine without provocation in a particularly brutal manner, the continued 
challenge posed by North Korea, that posed by Iran, a number of cyber threats that 
exist, and a host of other challenges, all again, make this time very, very challenging 
for the United States and for our allies around the world.”  (You can read more and 
listen to the Club’s podcast with General Petraeus our Podcasts and Summaries 
webpage.)   

Speaker  #567  

Educate | Engage | Empower 

Geopolitics and the Global Economy Recent New Members 

On April 5, 2023, we held a membership recruit-
ment reception at the Governors Club. Prospec-
tive members heard remarks from our very own 
Dr. Jim Murdaugh. To see more photos visit our 
website and view our photo gallery, 
economic-club.com.   

 
Thank you to our sponsor  
Tallahassee Community College.  

Membership Recruitment Reception 

https://luckygoatcoffee.com/
https://luckygoatcoffee.com/
https://www.atosmedical.com/
https://fbmc.com/
http://www.k2-technical.com/
http://www.k2-technical.com/
https://www.northwesternmutual.com/financial/advisor/ben-gantt/my-team
https://www.rowlandpublishing.com/
https://www.rowlandpublishing.com/
https://www.truist.com/
https://economic-club.com/podcasts-and-summaries/
https://economic-club.com/podcasts-and-summaries/
https://economic-club.com/


Echo Page 3  

TRUSTEES  

TRUSTEES  

(Past Chairs in Orange) 

LES AKERS,  Retired  

JOSE ALFARO, President of Strategic Growth and Partnerships, Indelible 
Solutions 
BOBBY BACON, President, Earl Bacon Agency 
STAN BARNES, CFP, CLU, Managing Director, Barnes Capital Group 
DAVID A. BENNETT, Financial Officer, VR Systems, Inc. 
LO BIELBY, ESQ,  Principal Shareholder, Greenberg Traurig, LLC 
BARNEY T. BISHOP, III, President & CEO, Barney Bishop Consulting 
DR. WAYNE BLANTON, Florida School Board Insurance Trust 
W. KEN BOUTWELL, Managing Partner, Vineyard Capital Partners, LLC  
JOHN BRADLEY, Senior Investment Advisor, Florida State Board of  
Administration 
RAYMOND E. BYE, Ph.D., Retired  Executive & Consultant, Florida State 
University 
DOMINIC M. CALABRO, President & CEO,  Florida TaxWatch, Inc. 
CHRISTOPHER CAMPBELL, CEO, CGI, Inc. 
MARSHALL CASSEDY, JR., Owner & Financial Consultant, Cassedy & 
Company, Inc.  
KATE CLARK, Managing Partner, Cypress Capital 
DOUG CROLEY, Doug Croley Insurance Services 
GREG  A. DELOACH, Executive Vice President, J. Smith Lanier &  
Company 
KIMBERLY DIXON, Sr. Financial Advisor, Merrill Lynch 
HOWARD EISENMAN, Financial Advisor, Enhanced  
Financial Services, LLC 
CHRISTOPHER EMMANUEL, Director of Government Relations,  
University of Florida 
MICHAEL EURICH, Big Bend Hospice 
STEVE EVANS, Retired 
BRETT EWING, First Franklin Financial  Services 
FREDDIE FIGGERS,  Figgers Communications Inc. 
LINDA FRAZIER 
SHAWNTA FRIDAY-STROUD, PhD, FAMU School of Business &  
Industry 
JEANNIE GARNER, Executive Director, Florida League of Cities 
RON GOLDSTEIN, Commercial Advisor, KW Commercial 
BILL GRAHAM, Retired 
WILLIAM GRAHAM, Carr Allison Law Firm 
HON. BILL GUNTER, Chair,  Bill Gunter & Associates,  
former State Treasurer & U.S. Congressman 
HON. MAJOR B. HARDING, former Florida  Supreme Court Justice 
JOHN J. HARRIS, Government Consultant, Gray Robinson, P.A. 
DAVID F. HARVEY, President & CEO, David F. Harvey & Associates 
ROB HENDERSON, Of Counsel, Meenan P.A. 
MARION HOFFMANN, Indelible Business Solutions 
PATRICK E. HOY, AIA, Principal, Hoy + Stark Architects 
STEPHEN C .HUGGINS, Sr. VP/Investments, Stifel-Huggins Winders 
Group  
DARIA IBACH, Vice President, Capital City Bank 
CHRIS JENSEN, JR., Executive Vice President and Senior Lender, Prime 
Meridian Bank 
DR. LARRY C. KUBIAK, Director Psychological Services, Tallahassee 
Memorial Behavioral Health Center 
MS. SAM LESTER, Retired Attorney  

DORRECE  LISENBY, Broker/Owner, Lisenby Realty, Inc. 
LEE MARTIN, Managing Principal, One Digital 
JIM MESSER, Attorney, Fonvielle Lewis Messer & McConnaughhay 
STEVE MCCLELLAND, AAMS, Financial Advisor, Edward Jones  
Investments 
DAVID MICA, CAE, DPL, Founder, Mica, Mica and Mica LLC 
ALEX MILTON, Commercial Banking Manager, Ameris Bank 
MATT MOHLER, Special Projects Manager External Affairs, Florida  
Power & Light Company  
BILL MOOR, President, Capital City Investments and  
Capital City Trust Company  
KAREN MOORE, Founder & CEO,  Moore Communications Group 
KIMBERLY MOORE, VP for Workforce Innovations,  
Tallahassee Community College 
RICHARD MOORE, CFO,  Moore Communications Group 
JIM MURDAUGH, President, Tallahassee Community College 
SUMANTH NEELAM, Odin Florida LLC 
ALAN NULL, President, Rally Point Financial Group 
CINDY O’CONNELL, Director, Florida Prepaid College Foundation 
JERRY D. PARRISH, PH.D., Chief Economist, Florida State University 
KENNETH PRATT, Senior Vice President Government Affairs, Florida 
Bankers Association 
MARY LOU RAJCHEL, Retired Attorney; Trade Association President & 
CEO for FPC and FTA 
DR. DENNIS RIDLEY, PH.D, Research Professor, FAMU; Faculty  
Associate, FSU  
GLENN W. ROBERTSON, President, Glenn Robertson & Associates 
KATRINA ROLLE, President & CEO, Community Foundation of North 
Florida 
CLAUDIA L. SACHS, CFP, CTP, Wealth Advisor, Securities America. 
MICHAEL SHERIDAN, Chairman, FBMC Benefits Management 
PATRICK SLEVIN, President & CEO, SL7 Consulting 
DEE ANN SMITH 
TODD SPERRY, VP, Oliver Sperry Renovation & Construction, Inc. 
NEDDY SUMNERS, Retired 
JUSTIN THAMES, Director State Government Relations, TECO Energy 
JIM THIELEN, CPA, Thielen + Tax and Business Consulting 
JOHN THOMAS, DIRECTOR & CEO, Brandt Information Services 
SUSAN THOMAS 
IDA THOMPSON 
WILL THOMPSON, Deputy Executive Director, Florida Prepaid College 
Board 
MARJORIE TURNBULL 
KENZA VAN ASSENDERP, van Assenderp Law  
KEVIN VAUGHN, President, Rogers, Gunter, Vaughn Insurance Agency 
VIRGINIA VAUGHN, CIO, North Florida Agents Network, Inc. 
BEN WATKINS,  Director, Florida Division of Bond Finance 
MARK WEBB, CFP, Merrill Lynch 
ASH WILLIAMS, Vice Chair, J.P. Morgan Asset Management 
MICHAEL WILSON, VP/Private & Commercial Banking, The First Bank 
JEAN WINGO, Founder, Florida Advocacy and Consulting 
FELTON WRIGHT, CFP,  Sr. Vice President, Merrill Lynch Wealth  
Management  

Thank You to our Trustees who go Above and Beyond  
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Patrick Hoy is a founding principal with Hoy+Stark 
Architects of Tallahassee.  He and co-founder Monty 
Stark previously worked together for years and started 
the firm 17 years ago, “to bring a customer-centered 
collaboration to every step of the design process.”  The 
firm has designed many local churches and schools and 
recently finished the Memorial Park at the Florida 
Capitol.  It was named the 2017 Architecture Firm of the 
Year by the Florida chapter of the American Institute of 
Architects (AIA). 

Mr. Hoy is a Club Trustee, a group whose extra financial 
commitment to our Club helps fulfill its mission to our members.  “The Club is a rare 
place where you get to hear interesting speakers across the board with key insights on 
a variety of state issues.  I’ve been a member since early in my career, as far back as 
Steve O’Connell, and have made great friends along the way.” 

Mr. Hoy was born in Greenville, Mississippi and moved to Tallahassee in his early 
teens.  He attended Cobb Middle School and Leon High School, both later recipients of 
his firm’s design renovations.  He graduated from the University of Arkansas with a 
Bachelor of Architecture.  He served as a state director and Vice President of AIA 
Florida, past President of the Tallahassee chapter, and is a past board member of the 
Boys and Girls Club of the Big Bend.  He is married to Dr. Susan Fell and has two 
grown daughters and four grandchildren, all of whom live in Tallahassee.  

Contact Us 

Economic Club  
of Florida, Inc. 
325 John Knox Road, 

Suite L103 

Tallahassee, FL 32303 

(850) 224-0711 
Mail@Economic-Club.com 
www.Economic-Club.com  

Not for Profit Corporation 
Federal ID: 59-1777886 

2023 Economic Club Board of 
Directors  

Officers 
Executive Committee 

 

Chairman 
Lorence “Lo” Bielby 

 

President 
Marion Hoffmann 

 
Vice President  

Katrina Rolle 
 

Treasurer  
Christopher Emmanuel 

 
Secretary  

Kenneth Pratt 
 

Immediate Past Chair 
Barney Bishop III 
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Non Officer  
Directors 

 

John Bradley 

Ray Bye 

Dominic Calabro 

Christopher Campbell 

Kimberly Dixon 

Hon. William “Bill” Gunter 

Hon. Major Harding 

David Mica, Sr. 

   William “Bill: Moor 

Karen Moore 

Jim Murdaugh 

 Member Spotlight 

Upcoming 
Programs 

Onsite/Virtual 
Programs 

May [TBD], 2023 

Thomas Grady  

GradyLaw  

FSU Alumni Center 

Non Officer  
Directors continued 

 

Cindy O’Connell  

Jerry Parrish 

Glenn Robertson 

Michael Sheridan 

Hon. Marjorie Turnbull 

Ben Watkins 

Doug Wheeler 

Ash Williams 

June 6, 2023 

Katie Yeutter  

President 

Florida Safety Council  

FSU Alumni Center 

mailto:Mail@Economic-Club.com
http://www.Economic-Club.com

