
Monday, March 27th 

Lunch Buffet 11:30 AM 

Program Begins 12:00 PM  

Introductions  12:10 PM 

Presentation Begins 12:15 PM 

Member Questions 12:45 PM 

Meeting Adjourned 1:00 PM 

Educate | Engage | Empower 

The Economic Club of  Florida  
March 2023  

Echo 
Speaker  #566  

Geopolitics and the Global Economy 

Onsite & Virtual 
Program 

 
Dunlap Champions Club 

225 Champions Way, Bldg B  
Tallahassee, FL 32304 

To RSVP, please email  
mail@economic-club.com  

or 
Call: (850) 224-0711  

 
REGISTRATION IS CLOSED 

FOR ONSITE 

Virtual remains open 

Retired four-star US Army 
General and former CIA 
Director David Petraeus 
joins us in person this 
month to discuss the state 
of the world and the global 
economy.  He’ll specifically 
focus on the Russia-
Ukraine war and the 
consequences for the US 
and European nations.  
General Petraeus will share 
his unique perspective on 
what might lie ahead in the 
near term, sanctions and 
responses of the US and 
other allies to support 
Ukraine, what an end to the 
war may look like, its long-
term consequences, and 
other geopolitical trends 
investors should be paying 
attention to.  Plus, 
questions submitted  from 
our Club members. 

General Petraeus is a 
Partner at the New York-
based global investment 
firm of KKR and Chairman 
of the KKR Global Institute, 
which he established in 
2013.  The Global Institute 
supports the KKR 
investment process and its 
portfolio companies with 
analysis of the relationship 
between countries and 

security risks.  In 
international 
relations, 
geopolitics is a 
method of studying 
foreign policy to 
understand, 
explain, and predict 
international 
political behavior 
through 
geographical 
variables.  He is 
also a member of 
the boards of 
directors of Optiv 
and OneStream, 
and a Strategic 
Advisor for Sempra, 
a venture investor in 
more than 25 startups.  
The General is a Visiting 
Fellow and Lecturer at 
Yale University, a 
speaker with the 
Washington Speakers 
Bureau, and an Honorary 
Professor of International 
Security at the University 
of Birmingham (UK). 

Prior to joining KKR, 
General Petraeus served 
for 37 years in the U.S. 
military, including tours in 
Cold War Europe, the 
US, Central America, 
Haiti, Bosnia, Kuwait, 
Iraq, Afghanistan, and 
the greater Middle East.  
His military career 
culminated with six 
consecutive commands 
as a general officer, five 
of which were in combat, 
including Command of 
the Surge in Iraq, US 
Central Command, and 

General David Petraeus 
Chairman  

KKR Global Institute 

the Coalition and US 
Forces in Afghanistan.  
Following his military 
service, the General served 
as Director of the CIA, 
leading the Agency during 
a period that saw 
significant achievements in 
the global counter-terrorism 
effort and in increasing 
global human intelligence 
coverage. 

The General will be 
introduced by Club Board 
Member John Bradley, 
Senior Investment Officer 
for the Florida State Board 
of Administration.  Our 
program will be a fireside 
chat format between 
General Petraeus and Club 
Board Member Ash 
Williams, Vice Chair of 
Asset Management for J.P. 
Morgan. 

*Please note this  
meeting will be at the 
Dunlap Champions 

Club; use external ele-
vators  to the 4th Floor. 

Thank you to our meeting sponsor: 

mailto:mail@economic-club.com
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Charles Dodson, Re-

tired Circuit Judge 

Ray Thompson, 

Ameris Bank 

Justin Thames, TECO 

Energy 

Vassiki Sanogo,  Otsu-

ka, OPDC 

Ben Graybar, Southern 

Wealth 

Keith Bowers,  

Tallahassee-Leon 

County Office of Eco-

nomic Vitality 

Sabin Bass, Capital 

Health Plan 

Ellen Dadisman,  

Retired 

 

The February Club meeting featured Florida 
Agriculture Commissioner Wilton Simpson, 
who discussed the breadth of Florida’s sec-
ond largest industry and why, amid threats of 
greater regulation, it should be viewed 
through a national security lens. 

Commissioner Simpson spoke to the Club 
fresh from his recent duty as state Senate 
President which capped ten years of service 
in the Senate.  A fifth-generation Floridian, 
he has deep personal and professional roots 
grounded in agriculture, including running a 
family-owned large-scale egg-laying operation 
that supplies supermarkets statewide with two 
million dozen eggs monthly. 

Florida agriculture is a $180 billion per year industry, employing 2.5 million people, 
second only to tourism.  Beyond being an economic driver, Commissioner Simpson 
told the luncheon meeting that agriculture is a national security issue, too.  

“You should thank a farmer three times a day.  We just got finished eating food that 
was grown by a farmer.  And if you don't put it in national security terms, think of it like 
going to the grocery store for a week with no groceries there.  Think about two weeks.  
Then it becomes a national security issue in a hurry, right?” Simpson posed.   

He said agriculture “should be elevated to that lens” when discussing further regula-
tion on farmers.  The majority of farms are using best management practices and the 
fertilizer and waste runoff “coming off most farms is a thimbleful of nutrient load rela-
tive to the five gallons of nutrient load that’s being created around them.”  He said 
water use for most crops has also been reduced from 50% to 80% over the last 20 or 
30 years.  

To help preserve farmland and safeguard the environment, Simpson said the state 
last year appropriated $300 million to the Rural and Family Lands Protection Pro-
gram, three times the amount spent since its inception.  The commissioner also 
spoke about the price of eggs in the grocery store, noting that the Avian flu has taken 
out about 20% of the birds that lay eggs, resulting in prices increasing from $2 per 
dozen to $6 over the winter, which is now receding.  He shared some of the general 
security and bio-security protocols in place on Florida farms to prevent disease and 
other contamination.  (You can read more and listen to the Club’s podcast with Com-
missioner Wilton Simpson on our Podcasts and Summaries webpage.)  
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Agriculture's Surprising Role in the Economy Recent New Members 

We have newly designed 
name badges.  If you have 
an old name badge and 
would like one of the new 
design, the cost is $15.  If 
interested, you can pur-
chase a new name badge 
at the Club’s website or call 
the office at 850-224-0711. 

NAME  

BADGES 

Membership Renewal Due—March 31 
 

Renewal notices were sent via email and a hardcopy was mailed. If you have not 
received your letter, please let us know. We may not have your current contact in-
formation. Credit card payment is available through our website, or send in 
your check so that we can count you as a continuing member in good stand-
ing.   Because demand for membership is increasing, we have established a re-
newal deadline of March 31, after which a renewal re-initiation fee of $100 will be 
added to the membership fee.   

Contact Lisette Mariner, Economic Club of Florida Executive Director at 
mail@economic-club.com or (850) 224-0711 to update your information. 

Pictured Left to Right: Katina Glasco,  Justin Thames, 

Commissioner Simpson and Marion Hoffmann 

https://www.amerisbank.com/Business
https://www.tecoenergy.com/
https://www.tecoenergy.com/
https://www.otsuka-us.com/who-we-are
https://www.otsuka-us.com/who-we-are
https://www.northwesternmutual.com/financial/advisor/ben-gantt/my-team
https://www.northwesternmutual.com/financial/advisor/ben-gantt/my-team
https://oevforbusiness.org/
https://oevforbusiness.org/
https://oevforbusiness.org/
https://capitalhealth.com/
https://capitalhealth.com/
https://economic-club.com/podcasts-and-summaries/
https://economic-club.com/product/name-tag/
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TRUSTEES  

TRUSTEES  

(Past Chairs in Orange) 

JOSE ALFARO, President of Strategic Growth and Partnerships, Indelible 
Solutions 
BOBBY BACON, President, Earl Bacon Agency 
STAN BARNES, CFP, CLU, Managing Director, Barnes Capital Group 
DAVID A. BENNETT, Financial Officer, VR Systems, Inc. 
LO BIELBY, ESQ,  Principal Shareholder, Greenberg Traurig, LLC 
BARNEY T. BISHOP, III, President & CEO, Barney Bishop Consulting 
DR. WAYNE BLANTON, Florida School Board Insurance Trust 
W. KEN BOUTWELL, Managing Partner, Vineyard Capital Partners, LLC  
JOHN BRADLEY, Senior Investment Advisor, Florida State Board of  
Administration 
RAYMOND E. BYE, Ph.D., Retired  Executive & Consultant, Florida State 
University 
DOMINIC M. CALABRO, President & CEO,  Florida TaxWatch, Inc. 
CHRISTOPHER CAMPBELL, CEO, CGI, Inc. 
MARSHALL CASSEDY, JR., Owner & Financial Consultant, Cassedy & 
Company, Inc.  
KATE CLARK, Managing Partner, Cypress Capital 
DOUG CROLEY, Doug Croley Insurance Services 
GREG  A. DELOACH, Executive Vice President, J. Smith Lanier &  
Company 
KIMBERLY DIXON, Sr. Financial Advisor, Merrill Lynch 
HOWARD EISENMAN, Financial Advisor, Enhanced  
Financial Services, LLC 
CHRISTOPHER EMMANUEL, Director of Government Relations,  
University of Florida 
MICHAEL EURICH, Big Bend Hospice 
STEVE EVANS, Retired 
BRETT EWING, First Franklin Financial  Services 
FREDDIE FIGGERS,  Figgers Communications Inc. 
CHARLES FRAZIER, Partner, Gateway Investment Partners 
LINDA FRAZIER 
SHAWNTA FRIDAY-STROUD, PhD, FAMU School of Business &  
Industry 
JEANNIE GARNER, Executive Director, Florida League of Cities 
RON GOLDSTEIN, Commercial Advisor, KW Commercial 
BILL GRAHAM, Retired 
WILLIAM GRAHAM, Carr Allison Law Firm 
HON. BILL GUNTER, Chair,  Bill Gunter & Associates,  
former State Treasurer & U.S. Congressman 
HON. MAJOR B. HARDING, former Florida  Supreme Court Justice 
JOHN J. HARRIS, Government Consultant, Gray Robinson, P.A. 
DAVID F. HARVEY, President & CEO, David F. Harvey & Associates 
ROB HENDERSON, Of Counsel, Meenan P.A. 
MARION HOFFMANN, Indelible Business Solutions 
PATRICK E. HOY, AIA, Principal, Hoy + Stark Architects 
STEPHEN C .HUGGINS, Sr. VP/Investments, Stifel-Huggins Winders 
Group  
DARIA IBACH, Vice President, Capital City Bank 
CHRIS JENSEN, JR., Executive Vice President and Senior Lender, Prime 
Meridian Bank 
DR. LARRY C. KUBIAK, Director Psychological Services, Tallahassee 
Memorial Behavioral Health Center 

MS. SAM LESTER, Retired Attorney  
DORRECE  LISENBY, Broker/Owner, Lisenby Realty, Inc. 
STEVE MCCLELLAND, AAMS, Financial Advisor, Edward Jones  
Investments 
DAVID MICA, CAE, DPL, Founder, Mica, Mica and Mica LLC 
ALEX MILTON, Commercial Banking Manager, Ameris Bank 
MATT MOHLER, Special Projects Manager External Affairs, Florida  
Power & Light Company  
BILL MOOR, President, Capital City Investments and  
Capital City Trust Company  
KAREN MOORE, Founder & CEO,  Moore Communications Group 
KIMBERLY MOORE, VP for Workforce Innovations,  
Tallahassee Community College 
RICHARD MOORE, CFO,  Moore Communications Group 
JIM MURDAUGH, President, Tallahassee Community College 
SUMANTH NEELAM, Odin Florida LLC 
ALAN NULL, President, Rally Point Financial Group 
CINDY O’CONNELL, Director, Florida Prepaid College Foundation 
JERRY D. PARRISH, PH.D., Chief Economist, Florida State University 
KENNETH PRATT, Senior Vice President Government Affairs, Florida 
Bankers Association 
MARY LOU RAJCHEL, Retired Attorney; Trade Association President & 
CEO for FPC and FTA 
DR. DENNIS RIDLEY, PH.D, Research Professor, FAMU; Faculty  
Associate, FSU  
GLENN W. ROBERTSON, President, Glenn Robertson & Associates 
KATRINA ROLLE, President & CEO, Community Foundation of North 
Florida 
CLAUDIA L. SACHS, CFP, CTP, Wealth Advisor, Securities America. 
MICHAEL SHERIDAN, Chairman, FBMC Benefits Management 
PATRICK SLEVIN, President & CEO, SL7 Consulting 
DEE ANN SMITH 
TODD SPERRY, VP, Oliver Sperry Renovation & Construction, Inc. 
NEDDY SUMNERS, Retired 
JUSTIN THAMES, Director State Government Relations, TECO Energy 
JIM THIELEN, CPA, Thielen + Tax and Business Consulting 
JOHN THOMAS, DIRECTOR & CEO, Brandt Information Services 
SUSAN THOMAS 
IDA THOMPSON 
WILL THOMPSON, Deputy Executive Director, Florida Prepaid College 
Board 
MARJORIE TURNBULL 
KENZA VAN ASSENDERP, van Assenderp Law  
KEVIN VAUGHN, President, Rogers, Gunter, Vaughn Insurance Agency 
VIRGINIA VAUGHN, CIO, North Florida Agents Network, Inc. 
BEN WATKINS,  Director, Florida Division of Bond Finance 
MARK WEBB, CFP, Merrill Lynch 
WILLIAM B. WEBB, Consultant, United  Technologies Corporation 
ASH WILLIAMS, Vice Chair, J.P. Morgan Asset Management 
MICHAEL WILSON, VP/Private & Commercial Banking, The First Bank 
JEAN WINGO, Founder, Florida Advocacy and Consulting 
FELTON WRIGHT, CFP,  Sr. Vice President, Merrill Lynch Wealth  
Management  

Thank You to our Trustees who go Above and Beyond  

Speaker  #566  

Educate | Engage | Empower 



Mary Lou Rajchel retired in 2014, capping a career 
representing government and Florida’s major industries.  
Along the way, she’s been a trailblazer for women in 
many of her roles: first female associate in her first law 
firm, first female Vice President of Regulatory Affairs and 
later President & CEO of the Florida Phosphate Council, 
and first woman President & CEO of the Florida Trucking 
Association.  She also served as Cabinet Affairs Director 
for Education Commissioner Betty Castor and as 
Assistant General Counsel under Commerce Secretary 
and Lt. Governor Wayne Mixson. 

Ms. Rajchel has served on the Club’s Board of Directors 
and is a Club Trustee.  “The Economic Club brings in speakers on a wide range of 
relevant topics, and I think we all benefit from the content and perspective.” 

Ms. Rajchel was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and traveled the world with her military 
family before settling in Winter Park for high school.  She was one of the original Liberty 
Tree Tavern Singers at Walt Disney World when it opened in 1971.  Today she 
continues to enjoy singing in her church choir and ballroom dancing.  She graduated 
from Florida Technological University (now UCF) with a BA in English and earned a 
master’s degree in higher education from Southern Illinois University and her law 
degree from FSU.  She and her late husband Gerald Jaski have a son Jay and two 
grandchildren.  She remains active in statewide and community organizations, including 
the Oversight Board of FSU’s DeVoe Moore Center and the Board of Florida 
TaxWatch. 

Contact Us 

Economic Club  
of Florida, Inc. 
325 John Knox Road, 

Suite L103 

Tallahassee, FL 32303 

(850) 224-0711 
Mail@Economic-Club.com 
www.Economic-Club.com  

Not for Profit Corporation 
Federal ID: 59-1777886 

2023 Economic Club Board of 
Directors  

Officers 
Executive Committee 

 

Chairman 
Lorence “Lo” Bielby 

 

President 
Marion Hoffmann 

 
Vice President  

Katrina Rolle 
 

Treasurer  
Christopher Emmanuel 

 
Secretary  

Kenneth Pratt 
 

Immediate Past Chair 
Barney Bishop III 
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Non Officer  
Directors 

 

John Bradley 

Ray Bye 

Dominic Calabro 

Christopher Campbell 

Kimberly Dixon 

Hon. William “Bill” Gunter 

Hon. Major Harding 

David Mica, Sr. 

   William “Bill: Moor 

Karen Moore 

Jim Murdaugh 

 Member Spotlight 

Upcoming 
Programs 

Onsite/Virtual 
Programs 

April 20, 2023 

Michael Yaworsky  
Florida Insurance  

Commissioner  

Dunlap Champions Club 

Non Officer  
Directors continued 

 

Cindy O’Connell  

Jerry Parrish 

Glenn Robertson 

Michael Sheridan 

Hon. Marjorie Turnbull 

Ben Watkins 

Doug Wheeler 

Ash Williams 

June 6, 2023 

Katie Yeutter  

President 

Florida Safety Council  

FSU Alumni Center 

mailto:Mail@Economic-Club.com
http://www.Economic-Club.com

