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My fourth grader returned to school virtually this week, and my kindergartner had her first day of 
elementary school online. They are also busy with sports and the occasional outdoor birthday 
celebration. Still, life is not completely back to normal—I share an office with my five-year-old, 
and when the kids are playing tag, they pretend the child who is ‘it’ has COVID-19. We continue to 
pray for those directly affected by the virus and the many frontline workers and caregivers 
keeping us safe and healthy and allowing the economy to reopen. During these challenging times, 
my family and I have really appreciated the people we can count on and the routines and activities 
that connect us. St. Andrew’s is a big part of that. 
 
We moved to Virginia in July of 2016, after being assigned overseas for about 10 years. I had not 
been to church in a long while, and we had never attended as a family. At our first service at St. 
Andrew’s, my daughter had a complete meltdown. I prepared myself for stern looks of frustration 
and annoyance from the parishioners quietly listening that morning. Instead, those who did turn 
around smiled, asked our children’s names, and welcomed us. We realized then that this church 
was special. Both of my children were eventually baptized at St. Andrew’s. 
 
There are many things my kids love about St. Andrew’s. They love the Bible stories, choir, organ 
music, and Godly Play. They especially loved it when there were giant donuts leftover after Sunday 
school. They have enjoyed crafts during Messy Church, and Christmas shopping at Parents’ Night 
Out. They had a great time at Shrine Mont around the campfires and during game night. My 
daughter loved the mud kitchen at preschool. But, if you ask them what they like best about St. 
Andrew’s, they will tell you it’s the people. They know that St. Andrew’s is not just a building, it’s a 
family, and they are full and active members in that family. 
 
No parent has all the answers and none of us can raise kind, compassionate, and responsible 
human beings without faith, a support network, and positive role models. And, whether 
volunteering during Hypothermia Prevention with FACETS, teaching Sunday school, or hosting an 
Iftar with members of the Peace Islamic Center, I have been impressed by the commitment to 
service, community, and understanding shared by everyone in the congregation. I am heartened 
that my children can learn from those examples of Stewardship. 
 
We are very glad to be part of this kick-off weekend, and I would like to thank Rev. Packard, Amy 
Dutton, the Vestry, and all of you who keep us connected during the pandemic. I’m proud to be a 
part of this church, making a difference in our community and setting a positive example for our 
young people. The St. Andrew’s family is One Together, whether gathering outside, online, or in 
spirit. 
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