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Did you know Tacoma had its own movie 
studio back in the 1920s? Hollywood producer 
Harvey Cook Weaver incorporated H.C. 
Weaver Productions in 1924, hoping an 
independent movie studio would flourish in a 
new environment outside Los Angeles. Weaver 
had been a producer for around seven years 
at that point, working on popular pictures 
like The Toonerville Trolley Series and Charles 
Dickens’ The Cricket on the Hearth. His pitch 
to the Tacoma Chamber of Commerce was so 
successful that local businessmen donated a 
five-acre parcel at Titlow Beach to house the new 
studio, and local lumbermen donated the wood 
to build it. The $50,000, nearly 19,000-square-
foot space was equipped with a state-of-the-art 
lighting system. The studio partnered with the 
Selznick Picture Distributing Corporation to 
produce and nationally distribute three silent 
films: Hearts and Fists (1926), Eyes of the Totem 
(1927), and The Heart of the Yukon (1927). 

The films were melodramas with a unique 
Pacific Northwest flavor. Hearts and Fists is the 
tale of a small lumber company’s struggle to 
succeed despite its corrupt competitors. Eyes 
of the Totem is the story of a woman’s fight 
to rebuild her life after her gold prospector 
husband is murdered. The Heart of the Yukon 
is about a young woman’s quest to find her 
estranged father in an Alaska gold rush town. 
The films contain some of the earliest motion 
shots of Tacoma landmarks. Eyes of the Totem, 
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for instance, features a totem 
pole that has stood in Tacoma 
since 1903. Additionally, 
there are scenes that include 
glimpses of the grand Tacoma 
Hotel that burned down in 
1935, and the film used the 
front of the historic Winthrop 
Hotel to create a Chinese 
cabaret of ill repute called 
“The Golden Dragon.”  

Unfortunately, despite local 
hopes and excitement, this 
studio was short-lived. The 
release of the first sound 
movie in 1927 marked the end 
of the silent movie era. H.C. 
Weaver Productions closed 
its doors in 1928, and the 
studio burned down in 1932. 
According to census records, by 1930 H.C. Weaver was living in 
Manhattan and still working in the motion picture industry. He 
retired sometime in the late 1930s, and died in Los Angeles in 
1943 at the age of 62.

For many years, silent film historians thought the three H.C. 
Weaver Productions pictures were lost. In 2014, however, a 
researcher found a copy of Eyes of the Totem in the archives 
of the Museum of Modern Art in New York City. A group of 
historians and film producers calling themselves “Team Totem” 
restored and rereleased Eyes of the Totem in 2015. They are still 
on the hunt for the other two H.C. Weaver films. If you have any 
leads, contact Team Totem here: http://www.eyesofthetotem.
com/contact.html 

The Washington State Archives holds the articles of incorporation 
for H.C. Weaver Productions, as well as the company’s 
Department of Licensing Securities Division file dealing with 
stocks and bonds.
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