Susan B. Anthony herself, and the
Bush family fought for women’s
rights in Washington

by Dr. Jewell Lorenz Dunn, Olympia Branch Researcher
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of Inspector of Elections for the South " =
Union precinct. John was the grandson . ;ﬂ"’«
of New Market (now Tumwater) pioneers atbeet 7 o FonL %ﬁw
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living in the area and who proceeded to
exercise their right to vote.

The General Election vote was taken on November 5, 1912. One can find it interesting there
were 66 women voters out of the 193 total voters in the area in November of 1912. Having
women as one-third of registered voters was a huge accomplishment for the time. Although
women would not receive the right to vote nationally until years later, Washington state was
progressive in the fight for the woman's right to vote." Washington was the fifth state to allow
women to vote with a bill introduced in 1909 and passed in 1910.

foaws Y A4 =" N

r e - f T
,»Lf‘jfl pv Lok deot . : .t-L."‘rr- .ﬂ‘--

F i Iﬁ':

l.#l.
o o

i“l-:u-"-'
S

"L

{:ﬂ"rr'!’d-*""’ hﬂ;

o o e i e
P L. Qq{-ll

q..,.fl-“"

il s IJI. s =

The struggle to approve the woman'’s right

to vote in Washington began much earlier
when Susan B. Anthony came to Washington.
Miss Anthony was permitted to address the
Washington Territorial House of Representatives
on female suffrage, October 19, 1871. The
Honorable Daniel R. Bigelow had addressed the
House just a few days before on the same topic.
vCheck out the Washington State Secretary of
State’s timeline of voting rights for women.

For more information on the women'’s suffrage
movement in Washington state see Shanna
Stevenson’s articles and books covering the
subject. Shanna was the coordinator of the
Women's History Consortium.
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Correction to previous article: In October’s edition of Out of the Archives, the article, “"Nobody
Knows What George Bush Actually Looked Like," used the term, "West Indies” where it should have
said, "India,” referring to the country, not the group of islands.
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