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Pro wrestling was big news in
Washington

by Ben Helle, Olympia Branch Archivist & Jamison Murphy, Archives Outreach

We recently cracked open the old Washington Athletic Commission records and found some pretty
interesting documents.

In Washington, you must obtain a license to participate in organized fighting activities, and
superstars are no exception. Check out some of the applications we found:

Andre the Giant
1978

Wow. 470 pounds and
7-foot-4.1 mean, we all
knew he was huge, but
that's just amazing to
think about.
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watch The Princess Bride.
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Andre the Giant’s application for a wrestler’s license with the Athletic
Commission of Washington, 1978.




Jesse Ventura
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We showed this one

to Governor Jay Inslee
during his visit to the
Archives. Needless to say,
he recognized the former
governor of Minnesota
right away.
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Jesse Ventura’s application for a wrestler’s license with the Athletic
Commission of Washington, 1977.
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Rowdy Roddy Piper
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from Glasgow, Scotland,

o, so that's what he filled in
iletic Commission | | & as his place of birth, but

_OF WASHINGTON R T - he was actually born in

ccale eI = . Saskatoon, Canada.
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Ré)ddy Piper’s application for a wrestler’s license with the Athletic Commission
of Washington, 1979.
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(ALL ANSWERS MUST BE TYPEWRITTEN)
To the STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION OF WASHINGTON,

The undersigned, enclosing the fee of three dollars ($3.00) as required by law, hereby makes
applivation for a license to act as a wrestler.
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Certified check, cASh or Mansy order covering lesnce foe must aceompal all applications.

DO NOT SEND CURREMCY, Checks and money orders to be made pavable tate

Athletlie Commission of Washington. Nignatures must he legally acknowle X
photographs required, passport size, full face, without hat,
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To the STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION OF WASHINGTON,
Tacoma or Seattle.*

The undersigned, enclosing the fee of two dollars ($2.00) as required by law, hereby makes
application for a license to act as a wrestler.
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Judy Grable’s application for a wrestler’s license with the Athletic Commission

of Washington, 1957.

Dr. X
1976

Frank Monte's previous
occupation is listed as
“student.” I wonder which
medical school Dr. X
attended.

Judy Grable
1957

Born in Bremerton, Judy
was also known as “The
Barefoot Contessa,”
given her typical lack of
footwear in the ring; and
“the acrobatic blonde
with the educated flying
feet.

She appeared as a
contestant on a hilarious
episode of What'’s My
Line?, along with guest
panelist, Groucho Marx,
in 1959.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vmYIghXhgdM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vmYIghXhgdM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vmYIghXhgdM

Muhammad Ali
1970

RING RECORD - .
(This Musi e Complete and Accurate. 1f No Ring Record, Say So) . He Sta rted to Slg n as

3/22/61 . N Muhammad Ali before

2/6/6]...... Place. Houston, Texas. .. Opponent. Exnie. Terrell Result W 15 SC ri b b | in g it out an d

cl land
Place. Houston,. Texas . Opponent. .....‘.?;;’?;..1.1’-‘ g Result KO 3

writing down his legal
name.

Result. K0..3 ...
5/21/66 Pl London., E: H Result %06
d ace.. +ENgland..Lpponank Henry. Coopex. ... S T ..
& _ This is probably the
= 3/29/66 _ Place TOXronto.Canada . Opponent George Chuvalo Result W15 ...

_ Place Las Vegas,Nev. Opponent Floyd PattersonResult KO.12..._ | coolest record we found
! Date 3/25/65 Place Lewiston,Me __  Opponent Soony Liston .. Result KO 1 i In thls CO”eCtlon, though

| | Date 2/25/64 _ Place Miami Beach,Fla.Opponent Sonny Liston .. Result KO.7 .. E I W|Sh he Would have

gone ahead and signed

.. Place Mew York, N.¥. OpponentDoug Jones Result. W..10... .
as Muhammad Ali.

. Place Pitts. Pa. Opponent Chazrlie Powell ResultKQ 3. ..
Flace Los Angeles,.Califipponent Archie Moore. Result Ko 4
Place Los Angeles Result KO 5

NOTICE TO BOXERS
Conditions Qualifying for a Boxing License

: No one should present himself or apply for a boxing license who has any physical deformity,
7 or any disease of the vilal organs, whether acute, subacute or chronie, e. g.: E

Rodily deformitice such. qg— Digeager sueh ap— Any other disease or condition, such as 7o)
1. Curvature of the spine. 1. Valvular heart diseuse. deaf and dumb or partially doar, Which
2, Missing fingers. 2. High blood pressure from any i the estimation of the examining phy- |
3. Recent fractures, ete. LRI sician would be detrimental to the boxer, 1
3. Dright's disease. the arena, or boxing in general. g
4. Recent recoveries from acute
Mnesses such as preumonia,
Right £3€.merran TR, o typhold, ete.
5. Venereal diseases.
Left exe...coen.GOOA ... 0. Skin diseases.

Condition of

5 Are you free from the above physical defects Or diSEASEST.....cummmmNiB Bummmmmin coimmeemsmseeesniees

o If not, describe in detail your present physical condition ... :

Sworn to before me this. . -
T gi } e A i R
y (Applizant's slgnaturg)

Muhammad Ali

(Applicant's ring name)

Approved:
. Titae Commissic r 1 L (LEFT AND RIGHT THUMB PRINTS)

STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION
oF WASHINGTON

The Commission must be notified promptly of any change in manager or terms of contract with =
manager. Failure to o notify the Commission may result in the suspension or revocation of this [
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Muhammad Ali’s application for a boxer’s license with the Athletic
Commission of Washington, 1970.




