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We recently cracked open the old Washington Athletic Commission records and found some pretty 
interesting documents.

In Washington, you must obtain a license to participate in organized fighting activities, and 
superstars are no exception. Check out some of the applications we found:

Andre the Giant
1978

Wow. 470 pounds and 
7-foot-4. I mean, we all 
knew he was huge, but 
that’s just amazing to 
think about. 

I think I need to go re-
watch The Princess Bride.

Andre the Giant’s application for a wrestler’s license with the Athletic 
Commission of Washington, 1978.



Jesse Ventura
1977

We showed this one 
to Governor Jay Inslee 
during his visit to the 
Archives. Needless to say, 
he recognized the former 
governor of Minnesota 
right away.

Rowdy Roddy Piper
1979

Rowdy Roddy hailed 
from Glasgow, Scotland, 
so that’s what he filled in 
as his place of birth, but 
he was actually born in 
Saskatoon, Canada.

Jesse Ventura’s application for a wrestler’s license with the Athletic 
Commission of Washington, 1977.

Roddy Piper’s application for a wrestler’s license with the Athletic Commission 
of Washington, 1979.



Dr. X
1976

Frank Monte’s previous 
occupation is listed as 
“student.” I wonder which 
medical school Dr. X 
attended.

Judy Grable
1957

Born in Bremerton, Judy 
was also known as “The 
Barefoot Contessa,” 
given her typical lack of 
footwear in the ring; and 
“the acrobatic blonde 
with the educated flying 
feet.”

She appeared as a 
contestant on a hilarious 
episode of What’s My 
Line?, along with guest 
panelist, Groucho Marx, 
in 1959.

Frank Monte’s application for a wrestler’s license with the Athletic 
Commission of Washington, 1976.

Judy Grable’s application for a wrestler’s license with the Athletic Commission 
of Washington, 1957.
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Muhammad Ali
1970

He started to sign as 
Muhammad Ali before 
scribbling it out and 
writing down his legal 
name.

This is probably the 
coolest record we found 
in this collection, though 
I wish he would have 
gone ahead and signed 
as Muhammad Ali.

Muhammad Ali’s application for a boxer’s license with the Athletic 
Commission of Washington, 1970.


