The Ugly “D” Words: Divorce &

Disollution

Divorce is a topic families do

not want to talk about. For this
reason alone, many people don't
have the information necessary
for researchers to help locate
divorce records. The records are
usually hidden in various court
documents which are unindexed.
The statewide index for
Washington State divorces does
not start until 1968. This means
researchers have to sift through
court dockets in order to find the
names of the parties involved.
This can be a monumental task if
an exact date or event location is
unknown.

The earliest territorial law
regarding divorce was House Bill
No. 62, passed and signed on
April 18, 1854.

Washington Territorial
House Bill, No. 62. An Act
Regulating Divorce.

CEHE COMMESEION

HOUSE BILL, NO. 62

AN ACT regulaning Divares
Soo, 1. Beit snacted by the Legislatice Ascombly of the Torvitary of Weshingiin, Thit diiofecs may
Be grantod by the distric court on applivation of the party injoved for the follbwing canses :
1. When the consent to the marviage of the parly applyivg for the divorce wax obtained by foroe or
fraud nud there has heen no subsequent volontary eo-habitution,

of the husband

2. For adultrey on Lhe part of the wife, o s - u - 1
i when unforgiven and application is mude withiy one yeor after @ shall come 1o bis or her knowhdge
3. Tmpotency
4. Abandomment for one sear,
5. Cruel trestment ol vither purty by the ather
g o gt — w(!_dkx. s
6. Habitmal drankenvess of cither porty, or the fabiee of the hneband to muke suitable provisions for
3
s fanfly,
T, The imprisonmens of either party in the penitentiory, it compluint is filed during the term of such
o
fmprisonment.  And divorde may be granted on application of beth purfjeglor any other enuse deetted
by the court sulfivient, gr where the eou't shall be satisfied that the partics can uo Jonger live together.
Bee. 2, When there it any doubt a5 to the facts rendering a morriarge void cithelr party iy spply
2 for sl on proofobtain a decree of nullity of wardaee,
Soe 3. Any person who has been o vesident of the territory for one year may file b or her complaint
3 fora divorce o decrers of nullily of worvisge under oath in the district court of the eouuty whars he or
& she may reside, and lke proceedings shall be hod therean as in civil eases,
See. 4. When the defentdant does not answer, or unswering dmite the affegations in the complaint,
the conrt shell require proof before granting a divores or n decres of nullity.
fee. 5. The defendant muy in sddition Lo lis or hee answer file o cross eomplaint for divoree and tha
conrt may in much case wrant o divores, i wny, in favor of vither porty or as on spplication of both,
Hee, 6. Both parties dhall bo eonsidered us applying for a divoree, when the compluints of ot
dre filed ut the same toan of the distiet canrt, and when the defandant by lsis v ber cross eomplaint also
for w divoree.
Sec. 7. Pending o petition for divoroe, the court ov the juilge thereaf in vuention may make snd by

5 ailachment enforce sich arders for the disposition of the persons, property und chiliren, of the porkies us
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LAWS OF

AN ACT TO DISSOLVE THE BONDS OF MATRIMONY EXISTING BETWEEN
GEO. T. EASTABROOK AND HANNAH L. EASTABROOK.

‘e, 1. Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of
Washington, That the bonds of matrimony heretofore existing between
George T. Eastabrook and his wife, Hannah L. Eastabrook, be, and the

same are hereby dissolved.
Passed December 22, 1854.

WASHINGTON,

One of the first Washington territorial
divorces was granted to George T.
Eastabrook and his wife Hannah L.

61 Eastabrook on December 22, 1854.
The dissolution of their marriage can
be found in the first volume of Laws of
Washington, dated 1855. Researchers
can find the volumes of territorial
session laws online at: http://leg.
wa.gov/CodeReviser/Pages/session

laws.aspx.

The dissolution was passed December 22, 1854, but was not
recorded until the January 1855 session.
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AFPEARANCE DOCKET

Lewis County Civil Docket for the
divorce of Irene and Frank A. Davis,
recorded in the years 1913 and 1914.

Early territorial divorce and
dissolve-of-matrimony can be

very simple documents. They
typically only have the names

of the husband and wife, event
location, date, and the name of the
official overseeing the proceedings.
Later files can have a much more
inclusive list of legal documents. e rome

Example of the recording
information on the back of
earlier documents.

Doing an initial search in the online session laws will provide you with
Vs the information needed to locate the actual documents held at the
Washington State Archives. The original document was oftentimes written
entirely by hand. If original documents have been scanned, images will be
indexed and located on our Digital Archives.
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Act granting Divorce signed by
President of Council December 19, and
Speaker of the House
December 22, 1854.

A court appearance docket — like the one in the photo on
the left, from Lewis County, Washington — has a list of the
documents for a divorce. This docket lists the documents
created for the divorce of Irene and Frank A. Davis, recorded
in the years 1913 and 1914.

For divorces granted within the state of Washington after
1968 a researcher would need to contact the Washington
State Department of Health Vital Records to obtain a divorce
decree. For information and fees from their web site, visit:
http://www.doh.wa.gov/LicensesPermitsandCertificates/
BirthDeathMarriageandDivorce.

For divorces prior to 1968, within the state of Washington,
a researcher would have to search in the court records of
the county in which the divorce occurred. The divorce does
not have to be recorded in the same county or state as the
marriage.
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