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SAFETY PAGES
August 2020
Safety Pages:

Dump Trucks and Trailers ............................................................... P. 2-3

Handheld Auger Safety .....................................................................P. 4-5

Portable Fire Extinguishers .............................................................. P. 6-7

Wrench Safety ....................................................................................P. 8-9

Remember if you have any safety suggestions, questions or concerns please let us know. In addition, if you have a safety 
topic that you would like covered in a Safety Page for training purposes let us know and we will develop one.   

Topics to our inventory of monthly Safety Pages are continually being added. 

The OHBA/SAIF Safety Pages are an ongoing series of pages, designed to provide a selection of safety topics each month 
to OHBA members.   Please use these pages to add to (or start) either a Safety Committee file or manual for your compa-
ny. Some of the Safety Pages will be on general topics and others will be for Owner/Supervisors.  The Owner/Supervisor 
Safety Pages will be on topics based more on compliance or suggested management safety practices.

IMPORTANT NOTICE OF RESPONSIBILITY

The Oregon Home Builders Association Safety Committee’s purpose is to provide safety guidelines, information and 
resources to help our members work more safely and reduce jobsite accidents.  Full and active monthly participation in 
safety meetings using the OHBA Safety Committee’s agendas, topics and checklists will only meet safety committee re-
quirements. It remains your responsibility to comply with all aspects of safety rules and regulations.

Brad Nanke, Oregon Home Builders Association, Safety Consultant 
2075 Madrona Ave. SE STE. 150, Salem, Oregon 97302  541.971.6669 cell  503.362.5120 fax     www.oregonhba.com
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2020 Oregon Home Builders Association – Reviewed 08/2020 – 031 Dump Truck/Trailer Safety 

OHBA Safety Pages: Dump Truck/Trailer Safety 
Dump trucks and trailers come in a variety of styles and sizes, 
but one thing that should remain the same across the board is 
safety. Dump trucks and trailers are dangerous at the best of 
times. Whether you’re the driver or someone helping at the job 
site, it’s important that you make safety a priority whenever 
you’re working around dumping equipment. 
 

1. Commit to maintenance. Perform daily inspections and regular maintenance, including 

tire pressure checks and lubrication. A broken dump truck or trailer is an unsafe one.  

2. Make sure you’re on level and stable ground before unloading. When the bed is lifted it 

becomes less stable and could tip over. 

3. Distribute the load evenly. The center of gravity and the load needs to be, well, 

centered. This will improve balance and help maintain stability. 

4. Don’t skip the truck bed liner. A liner will help the load flow out evenly and prevent the 

load from getting stuck and possibly unbalanced. 

5. Know how to talk the talk. Proper hand signaling will help avoid accidents. Make sure 

each person knows exactly what each signal means. 

6. Don’t overload the dump truck or trailer. This can make 

dumping the load uneven and hazardous. 

7. Clear the area of people and other obstacles. 

8. Don’t drive while the truck bed is raised. If you drive 

with the bed up, you could end up running into something, 

like a power line. Keep the bed flat while you drive. 

9. Keep the tractor/truck and the trailer aligned so that you are as straight as possible. 

10. Be super careful if you’re working between the bed and the frame. Properly block the 

bed to prevent serious injury or being crushed. 
 

The information we provide is not intended to include all possible safety measures and controls.  In addition, 
the safety information we provide does not relieve the Members of its own duties and obligations with regard 
to safety concerns, nor does Oregon Home Builders Association guarantee to the Members or others that 
the Member’s property, job sites and/or operations are safe, healthful, or in compliance with applicable laws, 

regulations or standards.  The Members remain responsible for their own operations, safety practices and procedures and should consult with legal 
counsel as they deem appropriate.  
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SAFETY PAGE MEETING GUIDE   Topic: Dump Truck/Trailer Safety  

Employer: _________________________________ Project: ___________________________________ 

Date: _____________________ Time: ______________________ Shift: __________________________ 

Number in crew: ________________________   Number attending: _____________________________ 

Safety or Health issues discussed. Include recent accident investigations and hazards involving tools, 
equipment, the work environment, work practices and any Safety or Health recommendations:   

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Follow up on recommendations from last safety meeting:  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Record of those attending: 

Name: (please print) Signature: Company: 
1.   
2.   
3.   
4.   
5.   
6.   
7.   
8.   
9.   
10.   
11.   
12.   

 
Supervisor’s remarks: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Supervisor: ______________________________________    _ _________________________________ 
                                                         (Print)                                                                        (Signature)  
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OHBA Safety Pages: Handheld Auger Safety 
A power auger, whether one-man or two-man, may be the fastest route 
between you and a hole in the ground that needs drilling. But a mistake 
when using one doesn’t auger well for your health.  

• Call before you dig! Perhaps the biggest blunder is failing to call 
811 ahead of time to check for buried utilities. The biggest hazard 
when using a post hole auger by far is posed by underground 
power and gas lines. 

• Read the manual. Not knowing how to quickly turn off the auger 
can be devastating during an emergency. Familiarize yourself with all controls before 
starting. 

• Wear appropriate PPE. Wear eye and hearing protection, gloves and sturdy boots. 

• Choose the correct type. You’ll have to choose between a two- or one-person power 
auger head, as well as select the correctly sized auger itself. Auger drills are 
interchangeable and come in 4-, 6-, 8- or 12-in. diameters. Remember, the larger the 
diameter, the tougher it is to handle the machine. If you’re boring more than just a few 
holes, you’re better off with the more powerful two-person machine. 

• Dig a pilot hole to keep the auger tip from wandering when you start the post hole auger. 

• Watch what you wear. Loose clothing can get caught in the spinning bit, with potentially 
deadly consequences. And check to make sure there is no loose material on the ground, 
such as landscape fabric, that can get tangled in the shaft or can pull you in and tangle 
you up in the shaft. 

• Counteract the torque. Operators should brace their left side near the left handles.  

• Use your legs. You’ll be constantly wrestling with this powerful machine while digging. 
It’s a common mistake to overuse back muscles. Lift and absorb shock with your legs.  

• Not too deep. Be sure not to dig too deep without cleaning the dirt out of the hole. If you 
go deeper than 12 in. or so, the auger will be extremely heavy to lift out of the hole, or 
worse, you can corkscrew the auger in so deep that it’ll get stuck. 

• Cover your holes. After the holes are dug, cover them with scraps of plywood to keep 
workers from falling in and to keep the holes from caving in if it rains. 
 

The information we provide is not intended to include all possible safety measures and controls.  In addition, 
the safety information we provide does not relieve the Members of its own duties and obligations with regard 
to safety concerns, nor does Oregon Home Builders Association guarantee to the Members or others that 
the Member’s property, job sites and/or operations are safe, healthful, or in compliance with applicable laws, 

regulations or standards.  The Members remain responsible for their own operations, safety practices and procedures and should consult with legal 
counsel as they deem appropriate.  
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SAFETY PAGE MEETING GUIDE   Topic: Handheld Auger Safety  

Employer: _________________________________ Project: ___________________________________ 

Date: _____________________ Time: ______________________ Shift: __________________________ 

Number in crew: ________________________   Number attending: _____________________________ 

Safety or Health issues discussed. Include recent accident investigations and hazards involving tools, 
equipment, the work environment, work practices and any Safety or Health recommendations:   

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Follow up on recommendations from last safety meeting:  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Record of those attending: 

Name: (please print) Signature: Company: 
1.   
2.   
3.   
4.   
5.   
6.   
7.   
8.   
9.   
10.   
11.   
12.   

 
Supervisor’s remarks: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Supervisor: ______________________________________    _ _________________________________ 
                                                         (Print)                                                                        (Signature)  
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OHBA Safety Pages: Portable Fire Extinguishers 
It does no good to be trained on how to use a portable fire extinguisher if it is not ready 
and available for use when needed. Here are a few of the steps to take to help ensure 
that portable fire extinguishers are ready for instant use.  

• Do not store pallets, toolboxes, trash cans, or any other 
equipment or materials in front of a portable fire 
extinguisher. You must always maintain a clear and 
unobstructed path to portable fire extinguishers.  

• Never use a portable extinguisher as a coat rack, nor 
should you hang equipment or devices such as extension 
cords or air hoses over an extinguisher. Although it may 
sound like an easy way to store these items, it will only slow someone down if they 
need to quickly gain access to the extinguisher to put out a fire.  

• Once each year extinguishers must receive a thorough maintenance inspection 
and then get tagged by an outside inspection company. Make sure the inspection 
tags remain attached to extinguishers and report any untagged extinguishers.  

• A visual inspection of each extinguisher must be completed at least once a month. 
So help out on occasion, and check extinguishers in your area for damage or 
deterioration. Also make sure the needle on pressure-activated extinguishers is 
pointing into the green “FULL” portion of the dial and report any that are not so 
they can be recharged.  

• Once someone uses an extinguisher to fight a fire, it must be turned in for 
inspection and recharging. In fact, turn it in even if you only pull out the retainer pin 
but do not actually discharge the extinguisher. That is because you may have 
inadvertently broken the seal that maintains pressure inside the extinguisher, 
which could cause it to lose pressure and not function as intended in the future.  

So anytime you see a portable fire extinguisher that is inaccessible, not fully charged, or 
just looks like it may have been damaged in some way, please rectify the problem or let 
your supervisor know right away so the problem can be taken care of. And the same thing 
applies if you ever notice that an extinguisher is not hanging in its designated place. 

 

The information we provide is not intended to include all possible safety measures and controls.  In addition, 
the safety information we provide does not relieve the Members of its own duties and obligations with regard 
to safety concerns, nor does Oregon Home Builders Association guarantee to the Members or others that 
the Member’s property, job sites and/or operations are safe, healthful, or in compliance with applicable laws, 

regulations or standards.  The Members remain responsible for their own operations, safety practices and procedures and should consult with legal 
counsel as they deem appropriate.  
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SAFETY PAGE MEETING GUIDE   Topic: Portable Fire Extinguishers  

Employer: _________________________________ Project: ___________________________________ 

Date: _____________________ Time: ______________________ Shift: __________________________ 

Number in crew: ________________________   Number attending: _____________________________ 

Safety or Health issues discussed. Include recent accident investigations and hazards involving tools, 
equipment, the work environment, work practices and any Safety or Health recommendations:   

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Follow up on recommendations from last safety meeting:  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Record of those attending: 

Name: (please print) Signature: Company: 
1.   
2.   
3.   
4.   
5.   
6.   
7.   
8.   
9.   
10.   
11.   
12.   

 
Supervisor’s remarks: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Supervisor: ______________________________________    _ _________________________________ 
                                                         (Print)                                                                        (Signature)  
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OHBA Safety Pages: Wrench Safety 
 

 Inspect the Work Environment –  
• Inspect for rounded or worn bolt heads or nuts. Remove accumulation of 

grease, oil, or similar hazards.  
• Remove grease, oil, mud, ice/snow, or other slip hazards from walking or 

working surfaces.  
 

 Use the Correct Wrench for the Task –  
• Use the correct wrench type for the job. Use pipe wrenches for  

pipe plumbing fittings and general use  
wrenches for nuts and bolts.  

• Select the correct wrench size to avoid  
slippage.  

• Do not use damaged, defective, or  
excessively worn wrenches.  
 
 When Using the Wrench –  

• Position your body in a way that will prevent you from losing your 
balance.  

• If possible, pull the wrench towards you, instead of pushing away.  
• Apply slow and steady force. Do not use fast and jerky motions.  
• Never use a cheater bar to obtain additional leverage.  
• Do not strike a wrench with a hammer or similar object to gain more 

force.  
 
 

The information we provide is not intended to include all possible safety measures and controls.  In addition, 
the safety information we provide does not relieve the Members of its own duties and obligations with regard 
to safety concerns, nor does Oregon Home Builders Association guarantee to the Members or others that 
the Member’s property, job sites and/or operations are safe, healthful, or in compliance with applicable laws, 

regulations or standards.  The Members remain responsible for their own operations, safety practices and procedures and should consult with legal 
counsel as they deem appropriate.  
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SAFETY PAGE MEETING GUIDE   Topic: Wrench Safety  

Employer: _________________________________ Project: ___________________________________ 

Date: _____________________ Time: ______________________ Shift: __________________________ 

Number in crew: ________________________   Number attending: _____________________________ 

Safety or Health issues discussed. Include recent accident investigations and hazards involving tools, 
equipment, the work environment, work practices and any Safety or Health recommendations:   

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Follow up on recommendations from last safety meeting:  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Record of those attending: 

Name: (please print) Signature: Company: 
1.   
2.   
3.   
4.   
5.   
6.   
7.   
8.   
9.   
10.   
11.   
12.   

 
Supervisor’s remarks: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Supervisor: ______________________________________    _ _________________________________ 
                                                         (Print)                                                                        (Signature)  


