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1. How Long have you played the piano? 

When I was little, I remember my dad had signed my brother, Ethan and 

I up for piano lessons. Our lessons were held in a little music shop in 

Calais, ME. It was pretty low key, however, when my family moved down 

here we started to engage more with the piano. I have been taking lessons 

with Jacqui since 6th Grade. 

 

 

 

2. What are the greatest challenges in your piano study? 

For me, I’ve always faced some challenges during my piano study. The 

reality, or which I learned, is that many musicians do face challenges 

during their music career. During my Junior and Senior year, I found 

my schedule to be a little chaotic. It was challenging for me to find time 

to sit down and practice my music. However, I also faced challenges when 

trying to incorporate voice in my piano lessons. The challenges I faced 

along the way, specifically when I would incorporate voice into my 

lessons, seemingly became new goals I was setting for myself. Whether it 

was tackling my vocal range, or playing chords and singing (which is 

so much harder to do than you think!), I was always keeping myself 

engaged. 

 

 

 



 

3. What is your favorite part of your piano study? 

One day I decided that I wanted to sing and play the piano. That was 

something I had never done before, and I was kind of (really) nervous. 

But, Jacqui really guided me to reach this goal. One of my favorite 

memories would be when I sang at an open mic night at Jacqui’s church. 

That was the first time I had ever done something “big” like that! I 

remember seeing one of my history teachers in the crowd too, which is so 

funny to me. Jacqui played the piano to support me that night, and 

together we sounded pretty good! 😊 Anyways, my favorite part would be 

wehre the studio guided me along the way. I’ve been playing in recitals 

for many years, and overcame many obstacles that I never thought I 

would. That’s pretty cool! 

 

 

 

4. Do you enjoy performing? What do you get out of performing? 
Overall, I do enjoy performing. But, it can be really scary sometimes too. 

Well, maybe just for me. I enjoy more performances without people I know 

being there, which is kind of odd. When I performed at open mic night, the 

majority of the crowd didn’t know me. I liked that because it felt like they 

were listening to the emphasis of the music, which makes it feel more 

interpersonal for me. I enjoy performing for that reason—it allows me to 

lead the song in my own way for others to listen to.  

 

 

 

5. How often do you practice? What is your practice routine? 

As a young pianist, my parents always made sure I played the piano for 

20-30 min. a day. I usually did it right after school, which made it really 

easy to incorporate practicing into my schedule. However, in high school I 

started to have my own schedule. I’ve always struggled with practicing 

effectively, especially this past year. It’s really challenging for me to slow 

down, break down each section and practice at a manageable tempo. 



 

 

 

6. What advice would you give to someone who is just starting to study the piano? 

My advice is to not think of your piano study as merely lessons, or an 

“after school activity”. It was hard for me to remember, but I was in full 

control of what I did with the piano. And, luckily I had someone who was 

so invested in making sure I was able to reach goals effectively (that’s 

you, Jacqui!). Keep yourself engaged and just have fun with it. 

 

7. What kind of music do you listen to? Who are your favorite artists/composers? 

When people ask me what music I listen to, I usually don’t know how to 

answer. But, I know that I appreciate the songs/artists I listen to because 

of the EMPHASIS in their voice and lyrics. It’s a really cool feeling when 

you’re able to listen to a song and feel like someone is telling a story, or a 

series of emotion. That’s the aspect of music I appreciate. Some of my 

favorite artists/bands are Travis Scott, ASAP Rocky, Frank Ocean, 

Brock Hampton, Post Malone, Mac Miller, and it keeps going. My taste 

in music can be kind of diverse, but that always keeps me engaged. I also 

like to listen to a lot of local artists. Some of my friends make music so 

it’s nice to just jam with them to their stuff. 

 

8. What are some other likes and dislikes you have. Tell us a little bit about yourself. 

I’m just kind of an average 18 year old! Haha. I work at Starbucks, and 

have been for awhile, so I like making coffee and the vibes of a coffee shop. 

I always enjoy seeing some of the families from the studio and Jacqui 

when they come by to visit. I just graduated from Falmouth High School 

this year and am starting college in the fall. I’m pretty excited! I’m going 

to USM for my first year, or maybe more, I’m not sure we will see where 

life goes! I’ve been thinking it’d be cool to start posting some of my own 

compositions on sound cloud, or maybe even doing podcasts with my 

friends. Hahahah---so maybe stay tuned for some of that! 😊 

 

 


