
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 Pentecost 

 

Church of the 
Epiphany 

  

1530 Lafayette Boulevard Norfolk, Virginia 23509-1112 

Telephone (757) 622-7672  www.epiphanynorfolk.org 

epiphany.norfolk@earthlink.net 
            

15th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 13, 2020 

Morning Prayer - COVID19 Service - YouTube 

http://www.epiphany.norfolk.org/


Prelude: (Hymn 410) “Lauda Anima”      arr. by Dennis R. Johnson  

 

Opening Sentence (P. 78 BCP) 

  

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 

Philippians Revelation 1:8 

  

The Invitatory and Psalter (P. 80 BCP) 

  
V: Lord, open our lips. 

R: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

  

Psalm 103:8-13 (P. 733 BCP) 
 

8 The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, * slow to anger and of great kindness. 
9 He will not always accuse us, * nor will he keep his anger forever. 
10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, * nor rewarded us according to our 

wickedness. 
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, * so is his mercy great upon those who 

fear him. 
12 As far as the east is from the west, * so far has he removed our sins from us. 
13 As a father cares for his children, * so does the Lord care for those who fear him. 

 

Venite Psalm 95 (P. 82 BCP) 

  

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * and raise a loud shout to him 

with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, * and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * and the heights of the hills are his also. 

The sea is his, for he made it, * and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

 

The Lessons 



First Reading: Romans 14:1-12 

1 Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling over 

opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only 

vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain 

must not pass judgement on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are 

you to pass judgement on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they 

stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. 

Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it 

in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give 

thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks 

to God. 
7 We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to 

the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we 

die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be 

Lord of both the dead and the living. 
10 Why do you pass judgement on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise 

your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgement seat of God. 11For it 

is written, 

‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give 

praise to God.’ 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

 

Hymn #467 “Sing, my soul, his wondrous love”       Anon 

 

Second Reading: Matthew 18:21-35 

21 Peter came and said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins against 

me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ 22Jesus said to him, ‘Not 

seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
23 ‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 

settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him 

ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered 

him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and 

payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, “Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” 27And out of pity for him, the lord 

of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went 

out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing 

him by the throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” 29Then his fellow-slave fell down and 

pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” 30But he refused; then 



he went and threw him into prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow-

slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 

reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said 

to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with 

me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on 

you?” 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he should pay his 

entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 

forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’ 

 
 HOMILY – Rev. Julia Ashby 

The Apostles' Creed (P. 96 BCP) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 

again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers (P. 97 BCP) 

V: The Lord be with you. 

R: And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
  

Suffrages A 

  

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

R. And grant us your salvation. 

V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

R. Let your people sing with joy. 

V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 



R. For only in you can we live in safety. 

V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

V. Let your way be known upon earth; 

R. Your saving health among all nations. 

V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

  

 

Collect of the Day 

   

O God, because without you we are not able to please you mercifully grant that your 

Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

A Collect for Sundays (P. 98 BCP) 
  

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection 

of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that 

the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

A Prayer for Mission 
  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross 

that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in 

your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not 

know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen. 

 

A Prayer for the Human Family (P. 815 BCP) 

 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: 

Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and 

hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in 

bonds of love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your 

purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in 

harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



Intercessions 
  

Today we pray especially for these members and friends of our congregation: Tom, 

Mike, Sheila, Jerry, Sam, Dawn, Kevin, Nell, Joseph, Martha, Stuart, Health Care 

Workers and their families, and for all those suffering from the Corona Virus.  Please 

add your own petitions.  

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14 

  

Blessing 

Dismissal 

Postlude: (Hymn 423) “Immortal, invisible, God only wise”         St. Denio 
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