
 

Greater Lawrence Opioid Alliance SYMPOSIUM 
October 28 & 29, 2019 

Andover Country Club, Andover, Massachusetts 
 

Monday, October 28 
7:30 AM:  Registration/Continental Breakfast/Networking 
 
8:30 AM:  Welcome & Introductions 
 
8:45 AM:  Congresswoman Lori Trahan, Massachusetts 3rd Congressional District 
   Introduced by:  John M. Silva, President & CEO, Greater Lawrence Family Health Center 
   Topic: Capitol Hill Update and the Federal Perspective on the Opioid Crisis 
 
10:00-11:00 AM: Session 1 – Breakout Sessions 
A. Meeting Patients in Crisis: A GLFHC and LGH Collaborative Approach to Rapid Initiation of Medication 

Assisted Treatment (MAT) in the Emergency Department and Hospital Setting 

Speakers:  Nick Weida, MD, Medical Site Director, Greater Lawrence Family Health Center 
Audra Williams, MD, Lawrence General Hospital 

 

B. Meeting Patients Where They're At: Innovative Strategies for Harm Reduction in the Community Health 

Center Setting 

Speaker: Christopher M. Bositis, MD, AAHIVS, Clinical Program Director, HIV and Viral Hepatitis, 
Greater Lawrence Family Health Center 

 

C.   Peer Recovery Opportunities in the Merrimack Valley 
Speakers:   Barry Shelton, CARC, Recovery Coach, AllWays Health Partners  

Chris Bonsall, CARC, Recovery Coach, AllWays Health Partners  
                          Sheryl Olshin, LICSW, CCM, Clinical Manager, AllWays Health Partners  
                          Frank Audy, Community Engagement Specialist, New Beginnings Recovery Center 
                          Carmen Fernandez, Advisory Board Member, New Beginnings Recovery Center 

Tom Houseman, Advisory Board Member, New Beginnings Recovery Center 
 

       11:15 AM -12:15 PM:     Session 2 – Breakout Sessions 
A. Treating Our Most Vulnerable Populations: Healthcare for the Homeless and Mobile Health Unit SUD 

and MAT Services 

Speakers: Ryan Dono, MD, Medical Director - Health Care for the Homeless Program, Core Faculty 
Lawrence Family Medicine Residency, Greater Lawrence Family Health Center 
Amy Bositis, RN MSN, CSS, Clinical Services Director, Greater Lawrence Family Health 
Center 

B. Approaching the Person as a Whole: SUDs and Comorbid Psychiatric Conditions 

Speaker:   Nalan Ward. MD, Chief Medical Officer, Beth Israel Lahey Health, Behavioral Services  

C. Opioid Bring Back Program – A Collaborative Approach 

Speakers:   Alicia Modestino, Associate Director of the Dukakis Center for Urban and Regional Policy 
Northeastern University  
Diane Martin, RPh, Senior Vice President of Pharmacy Operations, Greater Lawrence 
Family Health Center  

 



 

12:30 – 1:45 PM: Lunch Keynote – Office of Attorney General Maura Healey -  
Panel Presentation and Discussion on Purdue Pharma Case 

    
 

2:00 – 3:00 PM: Session 3 – Breakout Sessions 
A. Supporting a Strong Start to Life: Paradigm Shift in Services for the Pregnant Woman  

and Her New Baby 

Speakers:   Dr. Dan Hale, Lawrence General Hospital and Floating Hospital for Children at Tufts 
Medical Center 
Heather Topp, Maternal-Child Health Social Worker, NAS Program Coordinator 
Lawrence General Hospital 
Beth Blazonis, Perinatal NAS Outreach Navigator, Lawrence General Hospital 
 

B. Medication for Opioid Use Disorder Treatment in Jails - (Community & Incarceration)  

Speakers:  Alysse Wurcel, MD MS, Assistant Professor, Division of Geographic Medicine and 
Infectious Diseases, Department of Medicine, Tufts Medical Center 
Peter Kotoujian, Sheriff of Middlesex County 

 

C. Support and Recovery Unit (S.R.U.) 

Speakers:  Lt. Dan Fleming, Lawrence Police Department 
Det. Kevin Schiavone, Lawrence Police Department,  
Quincy Torres, Greater Lawrence Family Health Center/Lawrence Police Department 

 

        3:15 PM:  Session 4 
         H.E.L.P. Initiative (HUB Model Panel Discussion) 

Speakers:  Lt. Dan Fleming, Lawrence Police,  
Harold Magoon, LMCC Program Director,  
Anil Dacosta, CSS, PICSR Supervisor, Greater Lawrence Family Health Center 
Tivo Concepcion, Lawrence District Court, Probation  

 
4:15 PM:  Closing Remarks 
 
Tuesday, October 29 
 
7:30 AM:  Registration/Continental Breakfast/Networking 
 
8:30 AM:  Welcome & Introductions 
 
8:45 AM:  Opening Keynote:  The Opioid Epidemic: How We Got Here, How We End It 

Speaker: Michael Botticelli, Executive Director, Grayken Center for Addiction, Boston Medical 
Center 

 
10:00-12:30 PM: Session 5 

Together in Recovery – A special RIZE Massachusetts Foundation Sponsored Dialogue to Discuss and 
Capture Ideas to Expand Treatment and Recovery Options  
Introduction: Julie Burns, President and CEO, RIZE Massachusetts Foundation 
Facilitated by: Livia Davis, Chief Learning Officer, C4 Innovations  
 

12:30 PM:  Lunch 
 



 

1:00–1:45 PM: Lunch Keynote: Greater Lawrence Opioid Alliance Needs Assessment 
/Environmental Scan Report 

Speakers: Patrick Madden, John Charles and Jotham Illuminati, Market Decisions Research 
 

2:00 PM:  Session 6 
The Importance of Coalition Building to Address the Opioid Crisis 
Speaker: Dr. Monica Bharel, Commissioner, Department of Public Health 

 
3:15 PM:  Session 7 

Where do we go from here – Building a Sustainable Coalition to Combat the Opioid Crisis?          
    
Moderator:  Derek Mitchell, Executive Director, Lawrence Partnership 
Speakers:  Julie Burns, President and CEO, RIZE Massachusetts Foundation 

Honorable Diana DiZoglio, State Senator, Massachusetts, First Essex  
Sobhan Namvar, LICSW, Community Support Coordinator, Town of Andover Police      
Department and Community Drop in Center 
Elecia Miller, Coordinator, Lawrence Mayor’s Health Task Force 

 
4:15 PM:  Closing Remarks 

 

 

 

 
     

TO REGISTER FOR  
THE SYMPOSIUM, 

PLEASE CLICK HERE 

https://forms.gle/SbqNVw53sToEL4KPA
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