
First VOSH/International mini Asian Annual Meeting is inspirational 

This year as many other organizations, VOSH/International has moved its key events to an online 

format.  Although personal interaction has been greatly missed, the new context has enabled us to 

reach more of our international chapters and make them part of our most important members’ 

activity.  Having members all over the world, also brings the challenge of responding to different 

time zones so more colleagues can participate in our activities. 

Taking this into consideration, we were motivated to organize a shorter Annual Meeting for our 

Asian members, the mini Asian Annual Meeting (MAAM) which was held online on November 14th. 

The MAAM brought together over 45 participants from India, Vietnam, the Philippines, Canada and 

the USA.  The four hours programme included highlights of VOSH/International work to date by our 

President, Dr Daniel Twelker, such as the increased interaction and support to our international 

chapters and accomplishments of our programmes.  Dr Bruce Moore, Professor Emeritus of the New 

England College of Optometry, shared his rich experience on children’s vision highlighting the 

impacts of vision in education and the importance of public policy influencing to ensure relevant 

policies consider the eye health needs of children.   

Dr Jerry Vincent, lecturer of optometry at the Rangsit and Thammasat universities in Thailand 

focused on how and when eye care services can be best offered in conflict and disaster affected 

populations.  Based on his ample expertise in the humanitarian sector, Dr Vincent emphasised the 

role of local optometrists and health providers in the aftermath of such situations and shared an 

overview of the professionalisation of this specific area of work.  

VOSH members in India and the Philippines and a Vietnamese partner shared their insights on how 

optometry is developing in each country.  This session was particularly interesting as the Faculty 

adviser, Dr Jennifer Viñola of the student VOSH chapter in the Philippines (SVOSH-Manila Central 

University College of Optometry) showed how important community outreach is in their academic 

programme, the President of VOSH-Maharashtra-India chapter, Yogita Rajgandhi offered a 

comprehensive overview of the development and changes in Indian optometry while Tran Thi Kim 

Ngan of Optometry Vietnam shared the insights of Vietnamese optometry as a young and emerging 

profession.  They were all inspirational and their strong commitment with their countries, optometry 

and their patients was recognised by all participants in the meeting.  We all felt that time was short 

to capture the richness of their experiences and insights.   

The event closed with a brief overview of the benefits of VOSH/International membership and 

remarks by Dr Twelker on the commitment of VOSH/International to continue supporting and 

learning from their international chapters. 
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