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Update on COVID-19 outbreak
March 12th, 2020
Due to the quickly evolving situation regarding the outbreak of COVID-19, VOSH/International recommends suspending all domestic and international chapter clinics until further notice. At a time when the coronavirus is spreading quickly in many parts of the world, the close contact with patients in a crowded outpatient environment presents significant risk. 
Please understand that due to the organizational and legal structure of VOSH/International in relation to its chapters, the organisation cannot direct or control the decisions and/or actions of any chapter. We can only provide our best well-informed guidance given the most up-to-date epidemiological and medical evidence.
VOSH/International would like to reiterate that safety for VOSH volunteers and our patients is of utmost importance. 
Please keep checking the following sites with official and most recent updates:
World Health Organisation: https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
US CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/transmission.html
US Government Travel Advise: https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/COVID-19-Country-Specific-Information.html
Thank you for your hard work and dedication to improving vision and eye health throughout the world.
John Daniel Twelker, OD, PhD, FAAO
President



[bookmark: _GoBack]More caution is recommended for travel plans
March 18th, 2020
Further to previous communications and in view of increasing restrictions, VOSH/International would like to recommend its chapters against all international and US domestic travel unless absolutely necessary.  
The State Department has now issued a Level 3: Reconsider Travel warning for international travel due to COVID-19.
 https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/travel-advisory-alert-global-level-3-health-advisory-issue.html
Please remember that many countries where VOSH clinics are held are also establishing restrictions from countries with COVID-19 cases, including the USA.  Your local partners may be able of informing you on specific details, but it is worth verifying travel bans that may affect US citizens.  

Our volunteers are precious

VOSH/International can deliver its important work through the help of thousands of volunteers active in our communities and delivering services during our clinics.  We are conscious that many of them may be more vulnerable to COVID-19 due to their age or existing health conditions.  

We would like to recommend that our chapters ensure that all their volunteers are made aware of the relevant information so they can make an informed decision on their volunteering in the current context.

The American Association of Retired People (AARP) offers relevant information to our retired volunteers. More information is available at www.aarp.org  

Updating information on your clinic in our website

We are conscious that clinic plans are changing.  Please let our webmaster Natalie Venezia (venezia@vosh.org) know about any postponement or cancellation to your planned clinics.  Help us provide the most recent information on your work. 
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