
SVOSH An-Najah Conducts Vision Screening for Orphaned Children 

The SVOSH chapter at An-Najah National University in Palestine recently organized a 
three-day vision screening campaign at a local school for orphaned children. 

Optometry students provided free eye exams for children from first grade through high 
school, focusing on the early detection of vision problems. Those needing further care 
were referred to the university’s optometry clinics, and students who required 
corrective lenses received free, donated spectacles. 

Dr. Ithar Beshtawi, Head of the Optometry Department and SVOSH Chapter Advisor, 
noted that the project allowed students to enhance their clinical experience while 
serving the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The school administration expressed heartfelt appreciation for the team’s efforts, 
commending the campaign’s role in improving eye health and supporting the education 
of these children. 

Ruaa, Chair of the Optometry Students Association, shared one memorable case from 
the campaign involving a fourth-grade girl diagnosed with high myopia.  



The child had been struggling to 
see the board at school and was 
thought to be inattentive. After 
receiving her first pair of glasses, 
her reaction was immediate and 
joyful, and her teacher later 
reported a marked improvement in 
her classroom participation. Ruaa 
noted that this experience deeply 
moved the student volunteers, 
highlighting the life-changing effect 
that vision care can have on a 
child’s education and confidence. 

 

 

This initiative reflects SVOSH An-Najah’s ongoing commitment to humanitarian service 
and promoting better vision for all. 
 

For more information, please contact, 

Dr Ithar Beshtawi 
Head of Optometry Department 
An-Najah National University 
ithar.beshtawi@najah.edu 
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