
UN Resolution on Vision is passed unanimously by the United Nations General 

Assembly 

The resolution “Vision for Everyone; accelerating action to achieve the 

Sustainable Development Goals” was adopted unanimously by 193 member 

nations committing the international community to eye health for the 1.1 billion people 

living with preventable sight loss by 2030.  

This resolution is a watershed moment and at VOSH/International we need to 

internalize this achievement to guide our work.   

When presenting the resolution, the impact of eye problems on the health and lives of 

those affected, from learning to earning was highlighted.  Given that there is a $411 

billion annual global loss of productivity, urgent action must enhance employment 

potential and education.   A paradigm shift to address poverty and inequality linked 

with vision loss was called for given that most of those affected by vision loss or 

impairment live in low- and middle-income countries, and 55 per cent of blind people 

are women and girls. Many other Sustainable Development Goals, from health to 

gender equality, are also connected.  Eye care can be transformative, with a simple 

test or a pair of glasses making the difference for going to work or school.  

Adopting the text without a vote, the Assembly called upon Member States to ensure 
access to eye-care services for their populations and to mobilize the necessary 
resources and support in this regard. It further called upon Member States and other 
stakeholders to include persons with disabilities, including those with visual 
impairments, in all stages of policymaking and decision-making, as well as to eliminate 
barriers and discrimination against persons with disabilities, in particular women and 
girls and those in vulnerable situations, in accessing support and health-care services 
on an equal basis with others. 

The resolution was championed by the United Nations Friends of Vision group.   

IAPB has produced several resources to maintain the momentum and communicate 

the achievement. 

A two pages summary is available here 

 

https://www.iapb.org/advocate/eye-health-and-sdgs/un-friends-of-vision/#:~:text=The%20Friends%20of%20Vision%20group%20aims%20to%20advance%20the%20issue,voice%20in%20UN%20political%20processes.
https://www.iapb.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/UNFoV-Resolution-Summary-July2021.pdf?utm_source=IAPB+Master+mailing+list&utm_campaign=987ed5da75-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_02_10______COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f3744b2563-987ed5da75-711301857

