
Habits to Annoy the Devil from “Screwtape Proposes a Toast,” Part 3: 
 
1. Embrace a Biblical understanding of gifts and talents that recognizes the needfulness of 
differences. Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to 
our faith;  if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the 
one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with 
cheerfulness. (Romans 12:6-8)For the body does not consist of one member but of many.  If the foot should say, 
“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the 
ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the 
body. If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where 
would be the sense of smell? But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If 
all were a single member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.  (I Cor. 12: 14-20) 
 
2. Foster a Biblical self-esteem that is not based on status or accomplishments but which is rooted in your 
identity as a new creation in Christ Jesus. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have 
more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the 
law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. But whatever 
gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing 
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. (Phil. 3:4-8) If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare 
his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? (Romans 8:31-33)   
 
3. Encourage and pray for Biblical leaders, and in your own sphere of influence, mentor and model Biblical 
leadership. Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will 
have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to 
you. (Hebrews 13:17) So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as 
well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 
oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not 
domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd appears, you 
will receive the unfading crown of glory. Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, 
all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” (I Peter 5:1-
5) And what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to 
teach others also. (2 Tim. 2:2) 
 
4. Reject mediocrity and pursue Excellence. For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is 
in you through the laying on of my hands, for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. 
(2 Tim. 1:6-7) Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, (Col. 3:23) I know your works: you are 
neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, 
I will spit you out of my mouth.(Rev. 3:15) 
 
5. Embrace humility, charity, contentment, gratitude, and appreciation to help stave off pride and an 
insistence on your rights. But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, steadfastness, gentleness.(I Tim. 6:11) Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. (Col. 3:12) 
 
6. Keep foremost in your life the understanding that salvation of individual people created in the image of 
God matters infinitely more to God than the fate of any political system or nation. Behold, the nations are like a 
drop from a bucket, and are accounted as the dust on the scales; behold, he takes up the coastlands like fine dust. 
Lebanon would not suffice for fuel, nor are its beasts enough for a burnt offering. All the nations are as nothing before 
him, they are accounted by him as less than nothing and emptiness. (Isaiah 40:15-17) Why, even the hairs of your 
head are all numbered. Fear not; you are of more value than many sparrows. (Luke 12:7)  For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not 
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. (John 3:16-
17) 
 


