
Dear fellow pilgrims, 
 
C.S. Lewis was born 122 years ago today on November 29, 1898, in Belfast, Northern Ireland. I 
encourage you to take a moment to give thanks to God this day for Lewis's life and ministry. 
Imagine a world without Narnia and Aslan, without the persuasive and sparkling apologia that is 
"Mere Christianity," without the diabolical humor of "The Screwtape Letters."  
 
Walter Hooper (Lewis's secretary) called Lewis "the most thoroughly converted man I ever knew." 
What a wonderful way to be described, and how well that through conversion is summed up in one 
of my favorite Lewis quotations:"I believe in Christianity as I believe that the Sun has risen; not only 
because I see it, but because by it I see everything else." (from "Is Theology Poetry?"(an address by 
Lewis to the Oxford Socratic Club). 
 
In honor of Lewis's birthday, I wanted to share with you a special treat from Trinity College, 
Cambridge, which Lewis would have passed on almost a daily basis during his tenure at Cambridge. 
Today is the First Sunday of Advent, and Trinity College Choir has made available the recording 
and service leaflet from their Advent Carols service last year (links below). The service leaflet makes 
an excellent Advent devotional, with Scripture texts and the words to the carols, many of which are 
well over 1000 years old and have been used by many generations of believers to worship the Lord.  
 
If you can block an hour with no distractions to engage this (ideally on a larger screen with some 
good speakers), I guarantee your heart and soul will be moved to Awe and Wonder. To quote G.K. 
Chesterton: 
 
“The world won’t starve for want of wonders but for want of Wonder."     
 
The service concludes with Thomas Cranmer's marvelous collect for this day, written some 500 
years ago:  
 
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us the 
armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us 
in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge 
both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal, through him who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Wishing you a blessed Advent and looking forward to "seeing" you in class Wednesday, 
Brian+ 
 
 
http://trinitycollegechoir.com/media/filestore/service-sheets/2019-12-01.pdf 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hrUqjNqyloo 
 


