
Here are the Habits to Annoy the Devil from “Screwtape Proposes a Toast,” Installment 2: 
 
1. Live with compassion and Biblical behavior towards others, using Liberty for cultivation of Virtue rather than Vice. But take 
care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.(I Cor. 8:9) If you really fulfill the royal law 
according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well.  But if you show partiality, you are committing 
sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it... 
What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him?  If a brother or sister is 
poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the 
things needed for the body, what good is that? So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. (James 2:8-10, 14-
17) Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to 
put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, 
and to be generous and willing to share. (I Timothy 6:17-18) 
 
2. Reject a merely cultural view of Equality and cultivate and practice a Biblical view of Equality. So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. (Gen. 1:27)  For consider your calling, brothers: not 
many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.  But God chose what is 
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised 
in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are,  so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 
And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and  redemption, so 
that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” (I Cor. 1:26-31) For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not 
use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one 
another. (Gal. 5:13-15) From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ 
according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come (2 Cor. 5:16-17) There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. (Gal. 3:28) And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are 
considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. But it shall not be so among you. 
But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. For even the 
Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:42-45) 
 
What’s Wrong with “I’m as good as you”? 
--An excerpt from Lewis's The Great Divorce 
“Don’t you know me?” he shouted to the Ghost: and I found it impossible not to turn and attend. The face of the solid spirit––he was one 
of those that wore a robe––made me want to dance, it was so jocund, so established in youthfulness.                     “Well, I’m damned,” 
said the Ghost. “I wouldn’t have believed it. It’s a fair knock-out. It isn’t right, Len, you know. What about poor Jack, eh? You look pretty 
pleased with yourself, but what I say is, What about poor Jack?”   
   “He is here,” said the other. “You will meet him soon, if you stay.”   
   “But you murdered him.”  “Of course I did. It is all right now.”   
   “All right, is it? All right for you, you mean. But what about the poor chap himself, laying cold and dead?”   
   “But he isn’t. I have told you, you will meet him soon. He sent you his love.”   
   “What I’d like to understand,” said the Ghost, “is what you’re here for, as pleased as Punch, you, a bloody murderer, while I’ve been 
walking the streets down there and living in a place like a pig-sty all these years..’   
   “That is a little hard to understand at first. But it is over now. You will be pleased about it presently. Till then there is no need to bother 
about it.”   
   “No need to bother about it? Aren’t you ashamed of yourself?”    
   “No. Not as you mean. I do not look at myself. I have given up myself, I had to, you know, after the murder. That was what did it for 
me. And that was how everything began.”   
   “Personally,” said the Big Ghost with an emphasis which contradicted the ordinary meaning of the word, “Personally, I’d have thought 
you and I ought to be the other way round. That’s my personal opinion.”  
   “It would be much better not to go on about that now.”   
   “Who’s going on? I’m not arguing. I’m just telling you the sort of chap I was, see? I’m asking for nothing but my rights. You may think 
you can put me down because you’re dressed up like that (which you weren’t when you worked under me) and I’m only a poor 
man. But I got to have my rights same as you, see?”   
   “Oh no. It’s not so bad as that. I haven’t got my rights, or I should not be here. You will not get yours either. You’ll get something far 
better. Never fear.”   
   “That’s just what I say. I haven’t got my rights. I always done my best and I never done nothing wrong. And what I don’t see is why I 
should be put below a bloody murder like you.”   
   “Who knows whether you will be? Only be happy and come with me.”   
   “What do you keep arguing for? I’m only telling you the sort of chap I am. I only want my rights. I’m not asking for anybody’s 
bleeding charity.”   
   “Then do. At once. Ask for the Bleeding Charity. Everything is here for the asking and nothing can be bought.”             

--An excerpt from the Preface to the 1961 edition of The Screwtape Letters 
“We must picture Hell as a state where everyone is perpetually concerned about his own dignity and advancement, where everyone 
has a grievance, and where everyone lives the deadly serious passions of envy, self-importance, and resentment…Everyone wishes 
everyone else’s discrediting, demotion, and ruin; everyone is an expert in the confidential stab in the back. Over all this their good 



manners, their expressions of grave respect, their “tributes” to one another’s invaluable services form a thin crust. Every now and then it 
gets punctured, and the scalding lava of their hatred spurts out.”    
 
3. Root out Envy as one of the most pernicious sins. “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the 
workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ The workers who were hired about five 
in the afternoon came and each received a denarius. So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But 
each one of them also received a denarius. When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. These who were hired 
last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the 
day.’ But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? Take your pay and go. 
I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave you. Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are 
you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” (Matt. 20:8-16) 
 
4. Seek to develop Biblical virtues and the fruit of the Spirit, even when culture disdains them. But I say, walk by the Spirit, and 
you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the 
flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 
under the law. Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, 
fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that 
those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh 
with its passions and desires. (Gal. 5: 16-24)  Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the 
time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. (Eph. 5: 15-17) Put on then, as 
God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another 
and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all 
these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. (Col. 3:12-14)  
 
5. Pursue Excellence in every endeavor. Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 
things. (Phil. 4:8) Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men. (Col. 3:23) But as you excel in everything—in faith, in 
speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also. (2 Cor. 8:7) You are the 
light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives 
light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven. (Matt. 5:14-16) 
 
6. Pray for gifted Unbelievers that they would repent and become agents of God’s grace. “A certain moneylender had two 
debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them 
will love him more?”  Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And he said to him, “You have 
judged rightly.” Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves 
little.” (Luke 7: 41-43, 47) I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing me 
to his service, though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted 
ignorantly in unbelief,  and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is 
trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. But I 
received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who 
were to believe in him for eternal life. (I Timothy 1:12-16) 
 
Below are links to the various materials from last week. I am grateful to God for each of you and your enthusiasm for this class--God 
bless you! 
 
Further up and further in, 
Brian+ 
 
VIdeo link to last class: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TQz5-Wrl360 
 
Link to audio and other materials: 
https://www.stphilipschurchsc.org/c-s-lewis-and-the-screwtape-letters/episode/2020-07-15/episode-35-july-15-2020 
 
Link to opening music from last week's class: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2svZhZT6Pro 
 


