
We pray for the sick:
Clementine Anderton, Jack Anderton, 
Arthur Applegate, Baby Avera, Janie 
Banks, Maffett Dowd, Sally Fayard, Eliza-
beth Flowers, Mary Forbes,  Mary Anne 
Hanckel, Dara Heikes, Susan Hemminger, 
Claudia Kolster, Fritz Lloyd, Lindsay 
Long, Connor Lowndes, Molly Margaret 
O’Quinn, Beverly Melvin, John Murray, 
Ulrika O’Neil, Olivia Palmer, Owen Rav-
enel, Valerie Rouillard, Fran Sanders, Jay 
Schrimpf, Larry Scoville, Lynne Scoville, 
Pete Sperr, Lindsey Wing, Libby Wright, 
and Richard Wright.

We pray for our expectant parents:
Kimbrell and Bruce Blackwood, Katie and 
Ruben Perez-Phillips, Lauren and Ashton 
Phillips.

We pray for protection for those serving 
in the armed forces:
Becca Baird, Chris and Julia Beasley, Gra-
ham Blunt, Henry Clayton, Ben Colyer, 
David Daughtridge, Tripp Hathaway, 
Morgan and Mason Herring, Horry Ker-
rison, Frazier Kulze, John Mason, Zach 
McFadden, Philip Middleton III, Jackson 
Miller, Edward Pritchard, Nathaniel Roll-
ings, and David Scott.

We pray for our home missions:
Star Gospel Mission, Neighbors Together, 
Lowcountry Pregnancy Center, and St. 
John’s Chapel.

We pray for our world missions:
Suzy McCall and LAMB, for the medical 
missions to Honduras, for ministry to vic-
tims of genocide and AIDS in Rwanda, for 
the Persecuted Church, for Water Mission 
and the Global Water Center, and for St. 
Jean Baptiste, our sister church, and the 
schools in Haiti.

Collect and Readings for Sunday: 
Almighty and everlasting God, who dost 
govern all things in heaven and earth: 
Mercifully hear the supplications of thy 
people, and in our time grant us thy 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.
• 1 Corinthians 14:12-25
• Psalm 71:11-20
• Mark 3:1-6

ST. PHILIP’S CHURCH
142 Church Street | Charleston, SC  29401 | (843) 722-7734 | www.stphilipschurchsc.org

Office Hours:
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday | 8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Friday
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January 30, 2022

A Beautiful Day for an Oyster Roast!

It’s never easy to plan for an oyster roast here in the lowcountry, as 
winter weather can be a bit ... unpredictable. Will it be 80 degrees? 
Will it be 32 degrees? Sunny? Freezing rain?
As it turned out, January 23 was perfect oyster roast weather for 
our young adults: sunny and just the right kind of cold (jackets re-
quired but gloves and scarves unnecessary). “Perfect for warm chili, 
hot oysters, and hot dogs!” said the Rev. Justin Hare, St. Philip’s 
Assistant for Young Adult and College Ministry.

The oyster roast was an oppor-
tunity for our young adults to 
relax, spend some time together, 
and hear about opportunities to 
grow in their faith and get more 
connected with our church fam-
ily. “While the food and the atmo-
sphere were great, the company 
was what stood out to me,” Justin 
said, adding that one of the high-
lights of the afternoon was the live 
music courtesy of St. Philip’s own 
Cole Davis and his friend Mike 
Evanko, who together make up 

the band Swamp Fox. The attendees were treated to another musical 
surprise when Justin picked up a guitar and joined Swamp Fox on 
a couple of songs, including a cover of “One” by U2. “Who knew 
Justin was such an able guitarist?” said the Rev. Brian McGreevy.
If you’re a young adult in the Charleston area who has not yet 
connected with Justin and the rest of the 20-30-somethings of 
our church, take a minute to reach out to Justin now at (843) 
478-3443 or jhare@stphilipschurchsc.org! He’d love to meet you 
over coffee or have a quick conversation over the phone and catch 
you up on all we’ve got going on. And if you don’t fall into that 
age group and you’re wondering when your oyster roast is, it’s on 
March 20! See page three for details.

Monthly Men’s Lunch
with the Rev. Dr. Marion Platt

Wednesday, February 2 ~ 12 noon in the Parish Hall
A native of Charleston, the Reverend 
Dr. Marion Platt served two enlist-
ments as a U.S. Army infantryman 
before embarking on a nineteen-year 
ministry with The Salvation Army. 
He has held executive, academic, 
and pastoral roles in several cit-
ies across the South; he earned 
his doctoral degree from Trevecca 
Nazarene University (Nashville) and 
is a sought-after lecturer, evangelist, 

and revivalist. Dr. Platt has been a Rotarian for sixteen 
years, is vice-president of the Southern Organization for 
Human Services, and serves on the Faith-Based Advisory 
Council of the International African American Museum 
in Charleston. He is the sixth executive director and pastor 
of Star Gospel Mission’s 117-year history.
Dr. Platt is father to Dina, Josh, and Zion, husband to Ev, 
and neighbor to everyone. When he isn’t serving others, he 
can be found fishing with his grandfather, running long 
distances in the sun, or quietly listening to jazz music. 

Men of all faiths are invited to the monthly men’s lunch. 
Enjoy delicious food prepared by our own Chef Connie 

Stahl and a powerful story of faith. Bring a friend!

For Freedom, Vetter, continued from page two
A vivid example of this concerns a father 
and son, whom you may remember 
hearing about. Ishmael was a Muslim 
man whose son, Issa, required two 
surgical procedures to heal a stubborn, 
life-threatening infection in his femur. 
Later, Ishmael himself had surgery to 
remove his swollen, suspiciously carci-
nogenic, parotid gland. Amidst these 
life-saving procedures, Christ’s presence 
shone upon both father and son like the 
sun reflecting multi-colored light on 
water droplets after a balmy storm. Both 
Ishmael and Issa emerged from their 
personal tempests with the conviction 

and desire to embrace the Lordship of Christ. With bowed heads and open hearts, 
they both prayed, each in God’s appointed time and way.
After these life-altering experiences, Ishmael rejoiced in his newfound love for Christ, 
but he also wrestled with memories of a terrible crime he had committed twenty-
five years earlier. During the genocide, he and others had severely beaten one of his 
neighbors, a woman named Assumpta, almost to the point of death. Assumpta did 
not die, but her back and legs were gravely injured. Today, she cannot walk, and she 
still has physical scars and, until recently, scars in her heart too. 

In time, Ishmael decided to visit Assumpta to 
seek forgiveness, but he was too anxious to go 
alone. Two years earlier, I had also visited As-
sumpta in her home, and we had prayed that 
God would help her to forgive her perpetra-
tors. We asked God to heal the deep scars in 
her heart so that she might live in peace and 
become reconciled with her neighbor. Now the 
moment had come! 
On the appointed day, Godfrey, our director, 
accompanied Ishmael to Assumpta’s home. 
In times past, Assumpta would sometimes 
hear Ishmael’s voice outside her window as 
he ambled along the path near her home. His 

voice had often conjured up deep-seated resentment and sadness. In stark contrast, 
a repentant Ishmael now timidly knelt by her bed, crying and begging her to extend 
grace and mercy to him. How would Assumpta respond?
She forgave him! God’s presence was palpable as she professed that she’d no longer 
hold malice against him. Despite their bleak, glacial past, it’s as if the sun has arisen 
in Assumpta’s heart, melting away the icy darkness in their relationship. Though she 
still cannot walk, her heart is able to soar to new heights of hope and peace. For the 
first time in almost twenty-five years, she is free! And Ishmael is too!
The apostle Paul shares, “For freedom, Christ has set us free.” As the Dufatanye Or-
ganization’s ministry matures and extends to more distant communities, we praise 
our Lord Christ that His cleansing and redemptive work on the cross is expanding 
too. By God’s grace, we pray that the light of Christ will mount up in their hearts 
like eagles and carry them and others into the aura of Christ’s spiritual freedom and 
anointing.

The World Missions Committee of St. Philip’s Church would like to invite
anyone with interest in being a part of what God is doing through our

World Missions partners to find out more by contacting our
World Missions Committee Chair, Susan Keller, at susanckeller@knology.net.

Martha Vetter with Ishmael and Issa in 2018

Assumpta at her home in 2021



Sunday, January 30 (The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany)_________
The Rev. Jeffrey S. Miller, preacher
8:15 a.m.     Holy Communion: Rite I ~ Church

Greeter    Heather Dawson
Usher     Doug Sass
Lector     Randell Stoney
Chalice    Lon Burris, Randell Stoney

9:15 a.m.    Sunday School (infants–12th grade) ~ Various locations
9:30 a.m.     Rector’s Forum  ~ Parish House, Parish Hall
9:30 a.m.     Foundations, Andrew O’Dell ~ Philadelphia Alley
9:30 a.m.     Ambassadors, Justin Hare ~ Chapel 
10:30 a.m.   Nursery, Children’s Church ~ Parish House
10:30 a.m.   Holy Communion: Rite I ~ Church 
      Greeters  TBD
       Ushers    Team 6: Brad Wallace, captain
       Lector     Wallace Marshall
     Chalice     Gerry McCord, Jim Glenn
       Acolyte Mentor      Clay Hershey
6:00 p.m.     High School Youth Group ~ Parish House, Youth Room
Tuesday, February 1__________________________ _______
9:15 a.m.     Staff Meeting ~ Ministries Hall, Parlor
5:30 p.m.     Vestry Meeting ~ Ministries Hall, Parlor
7:00 p.m.     Theology on Tap ~ Henry’s on the Market
Wednesday, February 2________________________________
Church open for visits and prayer 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
7:30 a.m.     Men’s Bible study, John Kerrison ~ Ministries Hall, Parlor/Zoom
8:00 a.m.     Morning Prayer: 1928 BCP ~ Chapel of the Good Shepherd
10:00 a.m.    inSPIRE mailing preparation ~ Ministries Hall, Parlor
12:00 noon   Monthly Men’s Lunch ~ Parish House, Parish Hall
4:00 p.m.     The Gospel-Centered Parent ~ Parish House, rm. 111
4:00 p.m.     Cherub Choir rehearsal ~ Ministries Hall, Choir Room
5:00 p.m.     St. Nicholas, St. Cecilia Choirs rehearsal ~ Choir Room
5:30 p.m.     Holy Communion: Rite II ~ Church (Wednesdays Alive!)
6:00 p.m.     St. Philip’s Choir rehearsal ~ Ministries Hall, Choir Room
6:15 p.m.     Fellowship Supper ~ Parish House, Parish Hall
7:00 p.m.     C.S. Lewis class, Brian McGreevy ~ Parish Hall
Thursday, February 3__________________________________ 
7:30 a.m.     Men’s Bible Study, Dana Heikes ~ Ministries Hall, Parlor
12 noon     Rector’s Bible Study ~ Parish House, Parish Hall
5:30 p.m.     Canterbury, St. David Choirs rehearsal ~ Choir Room
6:30 p.m.     Women’s Bible study, Gottshalk/Keller ~ off-campus
     Women’s Bible study, Macmurphy/McCord ~ off-campus
Friday, February 4_ ___________________________________
7:00 a.m.     Men’s Bible Study, Guv Gottshalk ~ Tea Garden
7:00 a.m.     Men’s Bible Study, Group Led ~ Ministries Hall, Parlor
8:45 a.m.     Women’s Prayer Group, Marnie Kerrison ~ Choir Room piazza
6:00 p.m.     Middle School Youth Group ~ Parish House, Youth Room
Sunday, February 6 (The Fifth Sunday of Epiphany)_________
The Rev. Justin C. Hare, preacher
8:15 a.m.     Holy Communion: Rite I ~ Church

Greeters   Randall and Linda Moyer
Usher     Lucius Laffitte
Lector     Heather Dawson
Chalice    Sebastian von Marschall, Heather Dawson

9:15 a.m.    Sunday School (infants–12th grade) ~ Various locations
9:30 a.m.     Rector’s Forum  ~ Parish House, Parish Hall
9:30 a.m.     Foundations, Andrew O’Dell ~ Philadelphia Alley
9:30 a.m.     Ambassadors, Justin Hare ~ Chapel 
10:30 a.m.   Nursery, Children’s Church ~ Parish House
10:30 a.m.   Holy Communion: Rite I ~ Church 
      Greeters  Polly Dickson, Nancy McGowan
       Ushers    Team 7: Jimmy Hagood, captain
       Lector     Margaret Newman-Crowson
     Chalice     Foster Gaillard, Buz Morris
       Acolyte Mentor      Chris Mettler
6:00 p.m.     High School Youth Group ~ Parish House, Youth Room

S AV E  T H E  D AT E
Feb. 15, Mar. 1 ~ Theology on Tap

Feb. 20 ~ World Missions Sunday

Feb. 20 ~ Choral Evensong (5:00 p.m.)

Feb. 21 ~ Presidents’ Day (church office closed)

Mar. 2 ~ Ash Wednesday (services at 8:00, noon, and 6:00 p.m.)

Mar. 20 ~ Parish Oyster Roast (3:00 p.m., Wadmalaw Island)

Mar. 26 ~ Walk for Water (9:00 a.m., Riverfront Park)

May 2-6 ~ St. Philip’s Tea Room
Please contact Amanda Ayers if you would like to help plan!

(843) 696-1852 or amandabear79@yahoo.com

W O R S H I P  I N F O R M AT I O N 
Livestream link, printable bulletin:

Visit stphilipschurchsc.org/news on Sunday morning
Questions about the calendar?

Need to reserve a room for a church meeting or event?
Contact Rachel Murphy: rmurphy@stphilipschurchsc.org

C A L E N D A R
“For Freedom, Christ Has Set Us Free ...”

by Martha Vetter, World Missions Committee
A special thanks to our church family for your ongoing prayers 
on behalf of the Dufatanye Organization (DO) in Nyanza, 
Rwanda. Many of you know that the DO is a non-government 
organization (NGO) that surrounds a farm of ten hectares 
and provides a Christ-centered community for hundreds of 
desperately scarred victims of genocide, AIDS, and extreme 
poverty in Rwanda.
The DO provides a safe haven and empowers this community 
by cultivating a spirit of reconciliation among those who for-
merly eyed one another with terrific enmity. The term dufatanye 
means to “join and cooperate together.” Just as Christ called 
His people to be one in spirit and truth, we endeavor to build 
a peace-filled community with our members and in the sur-
rounding areas.

We have recently extended 
our ministry to reach five 
of the most vulnerable 
communities within an 
hour’s drive from the DO. 
These people live deep in 
the bush or forest regions. 
We call them Villages of 
Hope because we provide 
tangible forms of support-
ive activities that strength-
en and encourage them in 

body, soul, and spirit. These include teaching Bible; building 
kitchen gardens; planting banana, mango and avocado trees; 
providing water filters/buckets; building school playgrounds; 
leading classes in health education; donating clothes and shoes 
to children; and providing mosquito nets and mattresses for 
mothers and grandmothers. Though many of our goals are 
centered on building integrity and sustainability through per-
sonal and communal industry, we always strive to emphasize 
biblical truths that cultivate humility, purity of heart, and a 
forgiving posture.
continued on back page

Fervent: A Women’s Study of Prayer
Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m in the Parish Hall ~ February 8–March 15

Leaders: Margaret Donaldson and Charlotte Williams
Does your prayer life need a boost? 
Join Margaret and Charlotte as we 
embark on a 6-week study of the Pris-
cilla Shirer book Fervent. We will take 
a hard look at what the enemy wants 
us to believe about ourselves, our fami-
lies, our identities, our relationships, 

our pasts, and our fears. By studying what the Bible tells us 
about the power of prayer and the Father to whom we pray for 
all things, we will form a battle plan for serious prayer. Bring 
your Bible and a notebook to our first meeting on February 8 
at 9:00 in the Parish Hall. We will have your books for you.

Let us know you’re coming by visiting us online 
at stphilipschurchsc.org/events or scanning the 
QR code at left.

The Gospel-Centered Parent:
A Group for ALL Parents

Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m. in Room 111 of the Parish House
Leaders: Beth Bailey and Leah Simmons

Parents with children of all ages, join us 
on Wednesdays starting at 4:00 p.m. in 
room 111 of the Parish House for fellow-
ship and a weekly lesson from The Gospel-
Centered Parent. This informal, “come 
as you are” study is meant to reach you 
where you need it most with encourage-
ment and, hopefully, laughter as God’s 
spirit works with us. Each session is self-
contained, so feel free to drop in as your 
schedule allows. Last week we talked 
about letting go of worry and turning 

towards Jesus. We hope you will join us next week! Childcare is 
offered. And a bonus is you can join us afterwards for Wednes-
days Alive! service and supper (creamy chicken penne next 
week!)––a night off from cooking is always a plus in our house!

Parish Oyster Roast
Early Bird Registration Open Through March 4
Sunday, March 20 ~ 3:00-5:00 p.m. at the Stuhr residence

Please join us on Sunday, 
March 20, for a Parish Oys-
ter Roast at the home of Fred 
and Sarah Stuhr on Wad-
malaw Island! We will have 
oysters, hot dogs, chili, beer, 
wine, water, and soft drinks, 
Please register by March 15 
at 12:00 noon.

Visit stphilipschurchsc.org/events or scan the QR code below 
to register and pay online; you may also call the church office 
at (843) 722-7734 to register.

Early Bird (before March 5):
• $20 for adults (age 13+)
• $5 for children (age 5-12)
• Free for children 4 and under
• Max total per family is $50

Beginning March 5:
• $30 for adults (age 13+)
• $5 for children (age 5-12)
• Free for children 4 and under
• Max total per family is $70

Pay-What-You-Can Option
The clergy, staff, and vestry of St. Philip’s view fellowship as 
a vital part of our mission. We want you to join us for this 
special evening, and we don’t want financial obstacles to get 
in the way. Please select “pay-what-you-can” if needed. You 
may pay something online or select “pay later” and bring cash 
or check in any amount with you to the oyster roast. We look 
forward to seeing you!

Teaching children to plant at
one of the Villages of Hope in 2021



Sunday, January 30 (The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany)_________
The Rev. Jeffrey S. Miller, preacher
8:15 a.m.     Holy Communion: Rite I ~ Church

Greeter    Heather Dawson
Usher     Doug Sass
Lector     Randell Stoney
Chalice    Lon Burris, Randell Stoney

9:15 a.m.    Sunday School (infants–12th grade) ~ Various locations
9:30 a.m.     Rector’s Forum  ~ Parish House, Parish Hall
9:30 a.m.     Foundations, Andrew O’Dell ~ Philadelphia Alley
9:30 a.m.     Ambassadors, Justin Hare ~ Chapel 
10:30 a.m.   Nursery, Children’s Church ~ Parish House
10:30 a.m.   Holy Communion: Rite I ~ Church 
      Greeters  TBD
       Ushers    Team 6: Brad Wallace, captain
       Lector     Wallace Marshall
     Chalice     Gerry McCord, Jim Glenn
       Acolyte Mentor      Clay Hershey
6:00 p.m.     High School Youth Group ~ Parish House, Youth Room
Tuesday, February 1__________________________ _______
9:15 a.m.     Staff Meeting ~ Ministries Hall, Parlor
5:30 p.m.     Vestry Meeting ~ Ministries Hall, Parlor
7:00 p.m.     Theology on Tap ~ Henry’s on the Market
Wednesday, February 2________________________________
Church open for visits and prayer 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
7:30 a.m.     Men’s Bible study, John Kerrison ~ Ministries Hall, Parlor/Zoom
8:00 a.m.     Morning Prayer: 1928 BCP ~ Chapel of the Good Shepherd
10:00 a.m.    inSPIRE mailing preparation ~ Ministries Hall, Parlor
12:00 noon   Monthly Men’s Lunch ~ Parish House, Parish Hall
4:00 p.m.     The Gospel-Centered Parent ~ Parish House, rm. 111
4:00 p.m.     Cherub Choir rehearsal ~ Ministries Hall, Choir Room
5:00 p.m.     St. Nicholas, St. Cecilia Choirs rehearsal ~ Choir Room
5:30 p.m.     Holy Communion: Rite II ~ Church (Wednesdays Alive!)
6:00 p.m.     St. Philip’s Choir rehearsal ~ Ministries Hall, Choir Room
6:15 p.m.     Fellowship Supper ~ Parish House, Parish Hall
7:00 p.m.     C.S. Lewis class, Brian McGreevy ~ Parish Hall
Thursday, February 3__________________________________ 
7:30 a.m.     Men’s Bible Study, Dana Heikes ~ Ministries Hall, Parlor
12 noon     Rector’s Bible Study ~ Parish House, Parish Hall
5:30 p.m.     Canterbury, St. David Choirs rehearsal ~ Choir Room
6:30 p.m.     Women’s Bible study, Gottshalk/Keller ~ off-campus
     Women’s Bible study, Macmurphy/McCord ~ off-campus
Friday, February 4_ ___________________________________
7:00 a.m.     Men’s Bible Study, Guv Gottshalk ~ Tea Garden
7:00 a.m.     Men’s Bible Study, Group Led ~ Ministries Hall, Parlor
8:45 a.m.     Women’s Prayer Group, Marnie Kerrison ~ Choir Room piazza
6:00 p.m.     Middle School Youth Group ~ Parish House, Youth Room
Sunday, February 6 (The Fifth Sunday of Epiphany)_________
The Rev. Justin C. Hare, preacher
8:15 a.m.     Holy Communion: Rite I ~ Church

Greeters   Randall and Linda Moyer
Usher     Lucius Laffitte
Lector     Heather Dawson
Chalice    Sebastian von Marschall, Heather Dawson

9:15 a.m.    Sunday School (infants–12th grade) ~ Various locations
9:30 a.m.     Rector’s Forum  ~ Parish House, Parish Hall
9:30 a.m.     Foundations, Andrew O’Dell ~ Philadelphia Alley
9:30 a.m.     Ambassadors, Justin Hare ~ Chapel 
10:30 a.m.   Nursery, Children’s Church ~ Parish House
10:30 a.m.   Holy Communion: Rite I ~ Church 
      Greeters  Polly Dickson, Nancy McGowan
       Ushers    Team 7: Jimmy Hagood, captain
       Lector     Margaret Newman-Crowson
     Chalice     Foster Gaillard, Buz Morris
       Acolyte Mentor      Chris Mettler
6:00 p.m.     High School Youth Group ~ Parish House, Youth Room

S AV E  T H E  D AT E
Feb. 15, Mar. 1 ~ Theology on Tap

Feb. 20 ~ World Missions Sunday

Feb. 20 ~ Choral Evensong (5:00 p.m.)

Feb. 21 ~ Presidents’ Day (church office closed)

Mar. 2 ~ Ash Wednesday (services at 8:00, noon, and 6:00 p.m.)

Mar. 20 ~ Parish Oyster Roast (3:00 p.m., Wadmalaw Island)

Mar. 26 ~ Walk for Water (9:00 a.m., Riverfront Park)

May 2-6 ~ St. Philip’s Tea Room
Please contact Amanda Ayers if you would like to help plan!

(843) 696-1852 or amandabear79@yahoo.com

W O R S H I P  I N F O R M AT I O N 
Livestream link, printable bulletin:

Visit stphilipschurchsc.org/news on Sunday morning
Questions about the calendar?

Need to reserve a room for a church meeting or event?
Contact Rachel Murphy: rmurphy@stphilipschurchsc.org

C A L E N D A R
“For Freedom, Christ Has Set Us Free ...”

by Martha Vetter, World Missions Committee
A special thanks to our church family for your ongoing prayers 
on behalf of the Dufatanye Organization (DO) in Nyanza, 
Rwanda. Many of you know that the DO is a non-government 
organization (NGO) that surrounds a farm of ten hectares 
and provides a Christ-centered community for hundreds of 
desperately scarred victims of genocide, AIDS, and extreme 
poverty in Rwanda.
The DO provides a safe haven and empowers this community 
by cultivating a spirit of reconciliation among those who for-
merly eyed one another with terrific enmity. The term dufatanye 
means to “join and cooperate together.” Just as Christ called 
His people to be one in spirit and truth, we endeavor to build 
a peace-filled community with our members and in the sur-
rounding areas.

We have recently extended 
our ministry to reach five 
of the most vulnerable 
communities within an 
hour’s drive from the DO. 
These people live deep in 
the bush or forest regions. 
We call them Villages of 
Hope because we provide 
tangible forms of support-
ive activities that strength-
en and encourage them in 

body, soul, and spirit. These include teaching Bible; building 
kitchen gardens; planting banana, mango and avocado trees; 
providing water filters/buckets; building school playgrounds; 
leading classes in health education; donating clothes and shoes 
to children; and providing mosquito nets and mattresses for 
mothers and grandmothers. Though many of our goals are 
centered on building integrity and sustainability through per-
sonal and communal industry, we always strive to emphasize 
biblical truths that cultivate humility, purity of heart, and a 
forgiving posture.
continued on back page

Fervent: A Women’s Study of Prayer
Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m in the Parish Hall ~ February 8–March 15

Leaders: Margaret Donaldson and Charlotte Williams
Does your prayer life need a boost? 
Join Margaret and Charlotte as we 
embark on a 6-week study of the Pris-
cilla Shirer book Fervent. We will take 
a hard look at what the enemy wants 
us to believe about ourselves, our fami-
lies, our identities, our relationships, 

our pasts, and our fears. By studying what the Bible tells us 
about the power of prayer and the Father to whom we pray for 
all things, we will form a battle plan for serious prayer. Bring 
your Bible and a notebook to our first meeting on February 8 
at 9:00 in the Parish Hall. We will have your books for you.

Let us know you’re coming by visiting us online 
at stphilipschurchsc.org/events or scanning the 
QR code at left.

The Gospel-Centered Parent:
A Group for ALL Parents

Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m. in Room 111 of the Parish House
Leaders: Beth Bailey and Leah Simmons

Parents with children of all ages, join us 
on Wednesdays starting at 4:00 p.m. in 
room 111 of the Parish House for fellow-
ship and a weekly lesson from The Gospel-
Centered Parent. This informal, “come 
as you are” study is meant to reach you 
where you need it most with encourage-
ment and, hopefully, laughter as God’s 
spirit works with us. Each session is self-
contained, so feel free to drop in as your 
schedule allows. Last week we talked 
about letting go of worry and turning 

towards Jesus. We hope you will join us next week! Childcare is 
offered. And a bonus is you can join us afterwards for Wednes-
days Alive! service and supper (creamy chicken penne next 
week!)––a night off from cooking is always a plus in our house!

Parish Oyster Roast
Early Bird Registration Open Through March 4
Sunday, March 20 ~ 3:00-5:00 p.m. at the Stuhr residence

Please join us on Sunday, 
March 20, for a Parish Oys-
ter Roast at the home of Fred 
and Sarah Stuhr on Wad-
malaw Island! We will have 
oysters, hot dogs, chili, beer, 
wine, water, and soft drinks, 
Please register by March 15 
at 12:00 noon.

Visit stphilipschurchsc.org/events or scan the QR code below 
to register and pay online; you may also call the church office 
at (843) 722-7734 to register.

Early Bird (before March 5):
• $20 for adults (age 13+)
• $5 for children (age 5-12)
• Free for children 4 and under
• Max total per family is $50

Beginning March 5:
• $30 for adults (age 13+)
• $5 for children (age 5-12)
• Free for children 4 and under
• Max total per family is $70

Pay-What-You-Can Option
The clergy, staff, and vestry of St. Philip’s view fellowship as 
a vital part of our mission. We want you to join us for this 
special evening, and we don’t want financial obstacles to get 
in the way. Please select “pay-what-you-can” if needed. You 
may pay something online or select “pay later” and bring cash 
or check in any amount with you to the oyster roast. We look 
forward to seeing you!

Teaching children to plant at
one of the Villages of Hope in 2021



We pray for the sick:
Clementine Anderton, Jack Anderton, 
Arthur Applegate, Baby Avera, Janie 
Banks, Maffett Dowd, Sally Fayard, Eliza-
beth Flowers, Mary Forbes,  Mary Anne 
Hanckel, Dara Heikes, Susan Hemminger, 
Claudia Kolster, Fritz Lloyd, Lindsay 
Long, Connor Lowndes, Molly Margaret 
O’Quinn, Beverly Melvin, John Murray, 
Ulrika O’Neil, Olivia Palmer, Owen Rav-
enel, Valerie Rouillard, Fran Sanders, Jay 
Schrimpf, Larry Scoville, Lynne Scoville, 
Pete Sperr, Lindsey Wing, Libby Wright, 
and Richard Wright.

We pray for our expectant parents:
Kimbrell and Bruce Blackwood, Katie and 
Ruben Perez-Phillips, Lauren and Ashton 
Phillips.

We pray for protection for those serving 
in the armed forces:
Becca Baird, Chris and Julia Beasley, Gra-
ham Blunt, Henry Clayton, Ben Colyer, 
David Daughtridge, Tripp Hathaway, 
Morgan and Mason Herring, Horry Ker-
rison, Frazier Kulze, John Mason, Zach 
McFadden, Philip Middleton III, Jackson 
Miller, Edward Pritchard, Nathaniel Roll-
ings, and David Scott.

We pray for our home missions:
Star Gospel Mission, Neighbors Together, 
Lowcountry Pregnancy Center, and St. 
John’s Chapel.

We pray for our world missions:
Suzy McCall and LAMB, for the medical 
missions to Honduras, for ministry to vic-
tims of genocide and AIDS in Rwanda, for 
the Persecuted Church, for Water Mission 
and the Global Water Center, and for St. 
Jean Baptiste, our sister church, and the 
schools in Haiti.

Collect and Readings for Sunday: 
Almighty and everlasting God, who dost 
govern all things in heaven and earth: 
Mercifully hear the supplications of thy 
people, and in our time grant us thy 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.
• 1 Corinthians 14:12-25
• Psalm 71:11-20
• Mark 3:1-6
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A Beautiful Day for an Oyster Roast!

It’s never easy to plan for an oyster roast here in the lowcountry, as 
winter weather can be a bit ... unpredictable. Will it be 80 degrees? 
Will it be 32 degrees? Sunny? Freezing rain?
As it turned out, January 23 was perfect oyster roast weather for 
our young adults: sunny and just the right kind of cold (jackets re-
quired but gloves and scarves unnecessary). “Perfect for warm chili, 
hot oysters, and hot dogs!” said the Rev. Justin Hare, St. Philip’s 
Assistant for Young Adult and College Ministry.

The oyster roast was an oppor-
tunity for our young adults to 
relax, spend some time together, 
and hear about opportunities to 
grow in their faith and get more 
connected with our church fam-
ily. “While the food and the atmo-
sphere were great, the company 
was what stood out to me,” Justin 
said, adding that one of the high-
lights of the afternoon was the live 
music courtesy of St. Philip’s own 
Cole Davis and his friend Mike 
Evanko, who together make up 

the band Swamp Fox. The attendees were treated to another musical 
surprise when Justin picked up a guitar and joined Swamp Fox on 
a couple of songs, including a cover of “One” by U2. “Who knew 
Justin was such an able guitarist?” said the Rev. Brian McGreevy.
If you’re a young adult in the Charleston area who has not yet 
connected with Justin and the rest of the 20-30-somethings of 
our church, take a minute to reach out to Justin now at (843) 
478-3443 or jhare@stphilipschurchsc.org! He’d love to meet you 
over coffee or have a quick conversation over the phone and catch 
you up on all we’ve got going on. And if you don’t fall into that 
age group and you’re wondering when your oyster roast is, it’s on 
March 20! See page three for details.

Monthly Men’s Lunch
with the Rev. Dr. Marion Platt

Wednesday, February 2 ~ 12 noon in the Parish Hall
A native of Charleston, the Reverend 
Dr. Marion Platt served two enlist-
ments as a U.S. Army infantryman 
before embarking on a nineteen-year 
ministry with The Salvation Army. 
He has held executive, academic, 
and pastoral roles in several cit-
ies across the South; he earned 
his doctoral degree from Trevecca 
Nazarene University (Nashville) and 
is a sought-after lecturer, evangelist, 

and revivalist. Dr. Platt has been a Rotarian for sixteen 
years, is vice-president of the Southern Organization for 
Human Services, and serves on the Faith-Based Advisory 
Council of the International African American Museum 
in Charleston. He is the sixth executive director and pastor 
of Star Gospel Mission’s 117-year history.
Dr. Platt is father to Dina, Josh, and Zion, husband to Ev, 
and neighbor to everyone. When he isn’t serving others, he 
can be found fishing with his grandfather, running long 
distances in the sun, or quietly listening to jazz music. 

Men of all faiths are invited to the monthly men’s lunch. 
Enjoy delicious food prepared by our own Chef Connie 

Stahl and a powerful story of faith. Bring a friend!

For Freedom, Vetter, continued from page two
A vivid example of this concerns a father 
and son, whom you may remember 
hearing about. Ishmael was a Muslim 
man whose son, Issa, required two 
surgical procedures to heal a stubborn, 
life-threatening infection in his femur. 
Later, Ishmael himself had surgery to 
remove his swollen, suspiciously carci-
nogenic, parotid gland. Amidst these 
life-saving procedures, Christ’s presence 
shone upon both father and son like the 
sun reflecting multi-colored light on 
water droplets after a balmy storm. Both 
Ishmael and Issa emerged from their 
personal tempests with the conviction 

and desire to embrace the Lordship of Christ. With bowed heads and open hearts, 
they both prayed, each in God’s appointed time and way.
After these life-altering experiences, Ishmael rejoiced in his newfound love for Christ, 
but he also wrestled with memories of a terrible crime he had committed twenty-
five years earlier. During the genocide, he and others had severely beaten one of his 
neighbors, a woman named Assumpta, almost to the point of death. Assumpta did 
not die, but her back and legs were gravely injured. Today, she cannot walk, and she 
still has physical scars and, until recently, scars in her heart too. 

In time, Ishmael decided to visit Assumpta to 
seek forgiveness, but he was too anxious to go 
alone. Two years earlier, I had also visited As-
sumpta in her home, and we had prayed that 
God would help her to forgive her perpetra-
tors. We asked God to heal the deep scars in 
her heart so that she might live in peace and 
become reconciled with her neighbor. Now the 
moment had come! 
On the appointed day, Godfrey, our director, 
accompanied Ishmael to Assumpta’s home. 
In times past, Assumpta would sometimes 
hear Ishmael’s voice outside her window as 
he ambled along the path near her home. His 

voice had often conjured up deep-seated resentment and sadness. In stark contrast, 
a repentant Ishmael now timidly knelt by her bed, crying and begging her to extend 
grace and mercy to him. How would Assumpta respond?
She forgave him! God’s presence was palpable as she professed that she’d no longer 
hold malice against him. Despite their bleak, glacial past, it’s as if the sun has arisen 
in Assumpta’s heart, melting away the icy darkness in their relationship. Though she 
still cannot walk, her heart is able to soar to new heights of hope and peace. For the 
first time in almost twenty-five years, she is free! And Ishmael is too!
The apostle Paul shares, “For freedom, Christ has set us free.” As the Dufatanye Or-
ganization’s ministry matures and extends to more distant communities, we praise 
our Lord Christ that His cleansing and redemptive work on the cross is expanding 
too. By God’s grace, we pray that the light of Christ will mount up in their hearts 
like eagles and carry them and others into the aura of Christ’s spiritual freedom and 
anointing.

The World Missions Committee of St. Philip’s Church would like to invite
anyone with interest in being a part of what God is doing through our

World Missions partners to find out more by contacting our
World Missions Committee Chair, Susan Keller, at susanckeller@knology.net.

Martha Vetter with Ishmael and Issa in 2018

Assumpta at her home in 2021


