
o c c a s i o n a l  p r ay e r s  |  the nation 657

Specif ic to the United States or Mexico

37. for the president and all in civil authority 
O Lord our Governor, whose glory fills all the world: We 
commend this Nation to your merciful care, that we may be 
guided by your providence, and dwell secure in your peace. 
Grant to the President of this Nation, the Governor of this 
State [or Commonwealth], and to all in authority, wisdom and 
strength to know and to do your will. Fill them with the love of 
truth and righteousness, and make them continually mindful of 
their calling to serve this people in reverent obedience to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.  Amen.

38. for congress or a state legislature
O God, the fountain of wisdom, whose will is good and 
gracious, and whose law is truth: So guide and bless our 
Senators and Representatives assembled in Congress [or the 
Legislature of this State, Commonwealth, etc.], that they may 
enact laws pleasing in your sight, to the glory of your Name 
and the welfare of this people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

39. for our nation
Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our 
heritage: We humbly beseech thee that we may always prove 
ourselves a people mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will. 
Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and 
pure conduct. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; 
from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our 
liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes 
brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. Endue with 
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the spirit of wisdom those to whom, in thy Name, we entrust 
the authority of government, that there may be justice and peace 
at home, and that, through obedience to thy law, we may show 
forth thy praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of 
prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of 
trouble, suffer not our trust in thee to fail; all of which we ask 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

s o c i e t y
40. for all sorts and conditions of men
O God, the creator and preserver of all mankind, we humbly 
beseech thee for all sorts and conditions of men; that thou 
wouldest be pleased to make thy ways known unto them, thy 
saving health unto all nations. More especially we pray for thy 
holy Church universal, that it may be so guided and governed 
by thy good Spirit, that all who profess and call themselves 
Christians may be led into the way of truth, and hold the faith 
in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of 
life. Finally, we commend to thy fatherly goodness all those who 
are in any ways afflicted or distressed, in mind, body, or estate, 
[especially those for whom our prayers are desired]; that it 
may please thee to comfort and relieve them according to their 
several necessities, giving them patience under their sufferings, 
and a happy issue out of all their afflictions. And this we beg for 
Jesus Christ’s sake.  Amen.

41. for cities, towns, and other communities
Heavenly Father, you sent your Son among us to proclaim 
the kingdom of God in cities, towns, villages, and lonely 
places. Behold and visit, we pray, the community of ________. 
Renew the bonds of charity that uphold our civic life. Send 
us honest and able leaders. Deliver us from poverty, prejudice, 
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and oppression, that peace may prevail with righteousness, and 
justice with mercy. And at the last, bring us to your Holy City, 
the new Jerusalem, where we shall know perfect unity and peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

42. for the human family
O God, you made us in your own image, and you have redeemed 
us through your Son Jesus Christ: Look with compassion on the 
whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which 
infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us 
in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and confusion 
to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, 
all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your 
heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

43. for social justice
Almighty God, you created us in your own image: Grant us 
grace to contend fearlessly against evil and to make no peace 
with oppression; and help us to use our freedom rightly in the 
establishment of justice in our communities and among the 
nations, to the glory of your holy Name; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

44. in times of social conflict or distress 
Increase, O God, the spirit of neighborliness among us, that 
in peril we may uphold one another, in suffering tend to one 
another, and in homelessness, loneliness, or exile befriend 
one another. Grant us brave and enduring hearts that we may 
strengthen one another, until the disciplines and testing of these 
days are ended, and you again give peace in our time; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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45. for those who serve others
O Lord our heavenly Father, whose blessed Son came not to 
be served, but to serve: We ask you to bless all who, following 
in his steps, give themselves to the service of others [especially 
_________]; endue them with wisdom, patience, and courage, 
that they may strengthen the weak and raise up those who fall, 
and, being inspired by your love, may worthily minister to the 
suffering, the friendless, and the needy; for the sake of him who 
laid down his life for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

46. for commerce and industry
O Lord Jesus Christ, in your earthly life you shared our toil and 
hallowed our labor: Guide those who maintain the commerce 
and industries of this land, and give to all who labor pride in 
their work, a just reward, and joy both in supplying need and in 
serving you; who with the Father and the Holy Spirit live and 
reign, one God, world without end.  Amen.

47. for the unemployed
Heavenly Father, we remember before you those who suffer 
want and anxiety from lack of work. Guide the people of this 
land so to use our public and private wealth that all may find 
suitable and fulfilling employment, and receive a just reward for 
their labor; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

48. for agriculture and farming
Almighty God, we thank you for making the earth fruitful, so 
that it may produce what is needed to sustain our life: Bless 
those who work in the fields; give us seasonable weather; and 
grant that we may all share the fruits of the earth, rejoicing in 
your goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
See also Prayer 23 and the Rogation Day Collects on page 635 
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49. for schools, colleges, and universities
Almighty God, by your gift alone we come to wisdom and true 
understanding: Look with favor, we pray, on our universities, 
colleges, and schools, [especially ________,] that knowledge 
may be increased among us, and wholesome learning flourish 
and abound. Bless those who teach and those who learn; and 
grant that in humility of heart they may ever look to you, the 
fountain of all wisdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

50. for the medical professions
Almighty God, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ went about 
doing good, and healing all manner of sickness and disease 
among the people: Continue in our hospitals his gracious work 
among us [especially in __________]; console and heal the 
sick; grant to the physicians, nurses, and assisting staff wisdom 
and skill, diligence and patience; prosper their work, O Lord, 
and send down your blessing upon all who serve the suffering; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

51. for those who inform public opinion
Almighty God, your truth endures from age to age: Direct 
in our time, we pray, those who speak where many listen and 
write what many read; that they may speak your truth to make 
the heart of this people wise, its mind discerning, and its will 
righteous; to the honor of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.




