Tricounty Family Ministries and Star Gospel Mission Send
Thank-Yous to St. Philip's
Dear St. Philip’s,
A very special “thank you” to everyone that took the time to purchase gift cards
for families at our 29th Annual Community Christmas Party. Not only were these
cards a wonderful surprise to families, but the excitement of being able to purchase
a few special items at local discount stores was a huge hit. A few families said they
would purchase little gifts to wrap and put under their trees. Others said the cards
would help purchase a ham for Christmas dinner. Some said they wouldn’t have a
Christmas if it weren’t for Tricounty Family Ministries and the wonderful people
that donated the cards.
One special moment at the Christmas party really
touched my heart along with several others. I noticed
seven-year old Samuel was standing in the toy room
leaning against his mother. He had selected several
little toys, but seemed very sad. I could tell he was
undergoing some sort of cancer treatment because he
had lost all of his hair. I invited him and his mother
to come to my office to take a break. He sat in one
of the chairs next to his mother and we talked about
Christmas and Santa Claus. I asked what he really
wanted for Christmas. He was very shy and only answered when his mother prompted him to speak up.
He said he had wanted a special game-box for several
years, but his mother didn’t have any money to buy
one. I told him to never stop praying and believing
that special wishes can come true.
I gave Samuel’s mother several of the St. Philip’s gift cards and supplemented them
with other special Christmas donations. Samuel got his wish for Christmas. This little
boy suffering from cancer learned to believe and that wishes and dreams do come true.
Tricounty Family Ministries is so thankful to partner with St. Philip’s through volunteering, food and coat donations, monetary donations, and most important of all
the love the congregation has for “the least of these.” You have made a difference!!
Brightest blessings,
Sue Hanshaw
CEO, Tricounty Family Ministries
To all St. Philippians,
On behalf of all of our male residents here at the Star Gospel Mission, I want to
thank the St. Philip’s outreach committee for their generous gift of a variety of $25.00
gift cards given for the men to use to purchase items that their very limited incomes
would otherwise not enable them to purchase. The men were very grateful for this
act of generosity and Christian charity!
In asking several men how they had used the cards, most indicated that they purchased several personal items such as blue jeans and work shirts. One man came to
my office with a big grin from ear to ear showing off his brand new work boots. Just
the day before he was given the card, he was telling me how he desperately needed a
new pair, and here's why ... when he said, "Look at these," I looked down to see that
the entire front portion of one shoe had been wrapped in duct tape to keep out the
dirt and water! Needless to say, he couldn't have been happier to receive his $25.00
gift card to Walmart!
Faithfully,
The Rev. Bill Christian
Pastor and Executive Director, Star Gospel Mission
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We pray for the sick:
Hazel Cramer; Shep Davis; Elizabeth
Flowers; Joe Gilchrist; Tracy Graudin;
Donald Green, Jr.; Lenora Kessler; Joe
Livesay; Grace Ellen McGaughey-Smith;
Edmund Rhett; Antoon Rijswijk; Benjamin Schools; and Lindsey Wing.
We grieve with and pray for:
The family of Rachel Pruitt Davis, who
died on December 23.
The Rev. and Mrs. Jim Hampson and
family on the death of their son, Jamie.
We pray for our expectant parents:
Ryan and Nicki North.
We pray for protection for:
Becca, Janie, and Wills Baird, Graham Blunt, Henr y Clayton, David
Daughtridge, Hayes Fair, Tripp Hathaway, George Hoefer, Andrew Kane,
Charles Kirkman, Ned Montgomery,
Edward Pritchard, and David Scott serving in our Armed Forces.
We pray for our home missions:
Star Gospel Mission, Tricounty Family Ministries, Life Resources, St. John’s
Chapel, and the Open Door Committee.
We pray for our world missions:
Suzy McCall and LAMB, for the medical
missions to Honduras, for ministry to victims of genocide and AIDS in Rwanda, for
Water Mission, and for St. Jean Baptiste,
our sister church, and the schools in Haiti.
Collect for the First Sunday after the
Epiphany, the Baptism of Our Lord:
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of
Jesus in the River Jordan didst proclaim
him thy beloved Son and anoint him with
the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are
baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess
him as Lord and Savior; who with thee and
the same Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth,
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
Readings for January 13:
Exodus 33:12-23
Colossians 1:15-20
John 13:33—14:9
Psalm 29
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Thank you, St. Philip's!

St. Philippians donate over 300 gift cards to people in need
Thank you to all who enthusiastically
participated in the Christmas gift card
drive! Truly, we are a loving and generous
congregation that showed up big for our
community this Christmas season.
The Home Missions Committee members
were privileged to collect cards from so
many, from bright-eyed young children
to grown men who proudly brought back
wrapped cards to moms who'd used the
handmade ornaments as hostess gifts and
Home Missions placed each gift stocking stuffers and returned gift cards
card in an envelope adorned with for each one––all donated with joy, love,
a cross, heart, and a Bible verse. and a heart for others.
Your efforts paid off and we collected 306 gift cards in all! First, we
gifted 73 cards to the hardworking teachers of Sanders-Clyde Elementary in Charleston's East Side. Our goal was 30. Exceeding that goal
meant every teacher AND each food service cook received a card. The
Sanders-Clyde community was so excited and thankful at the Christmas teacher party. The Rev. Matthew Rivers from St. John’s Chapel
prayed for all the teachers and Amey Warder passed out the surprise
cards. She was able to meet and thank the teachers for their devotion
to the students of our community. What a blessing!
Next, on Dec. 22, many St. Philippians volunteered at the Tricounty
Family Ministries Christmas party, where over 1500 people were
served a meal donated by Jim and Nick's BBQ. Groceries, toys, and
turkeys were gifted and over 200 gift cards were given to families. The
St. Philip's congregation was thanked and many hugs were given in
gratitude for our devotion, generosity and service to others. What joy!
Finally, because of your generosity, the Home Missions committee
enthusiastically agreed to donate a card to each man who is currently
living at Star Gospel Mission!
This Christmas season, our St. Philip's community was able to make
significant donations to each of our identified Home Missions organizations. What an accomplishment! At the outset, we were not sure
how many gift cards might be donated, but we truly believed in our
congregation, and to our delight, we exceeded our giving goals. We
are thankful for each of you who helped make this happen!
Please continue to pray for these organizations, the wonderful people
who run them, and those who seek their services. Also, please keep an
eye out for opportunities to serve and get involved in these important
ministries in the coming year.
Please turn to the back page for thank-you
With gratitude and humility,
letters from Tricounty and Star Gospel.
Your Home Missions team

Guest Preacher on Sunday:
The Rev. Dr. John Dickson
St. Philip's is honored to welcome
the Rev. Dr. John Dickson as guest
preacher this Sunday, January 13.
Dr. Dickson will preach at both
the 8:15 and 10:30 services, and he
will also be the guest speaker at the
Rector's Adult Forum on that day.
At 7:00 p.m. the following
Wednesday, January 16, Dr.
Dickson will speak in the Parish
Hall following the Wednesdays
Alive! service and supper. This
lecture, entitled "The Jesus You
Never Knew," is presented by
the Anglican Leadership Institute, an outgrowth of the Mere
Anglicanism Conference.
Dr. Dickson is an Australian writer and speaker and a
public advocate for the Christian faith. He serves as Senior
Minister at St. Andrew's Roseville, an Anglican church in
the Diocese of Sydney. To learn more about Dr. Dickson,
visit johndickson.org.

James Eugene Hampson, IV
We are saddened to report
the death of James Eugene
Hampson, IV. Jamie lived
in Herndon, VA, and he
was 52 years old. He was
the son of the Rev. Jim
Hampson, former rector
of St. Philip's, and his
wife, Sarah. A memorial
service in the Anglican
tradition will be held
Saturday, January 19, at
2:00 p.m. at Restoration Anglican Church in Arlington,
VA. The Rev. Dr. John Yates will be the officiant. You
may send condolences to:
The Rev. and Mrs. Jim Hampson
903 Hays St.
Tallahassee, FL 32301
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